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From the Vicarage

From the Vicarage:
How have you coped?
Working as a prison chaplain during the pandemic has
been a real eye opener for me. The women in our care have been in total
lockdown since the beginning of March. They get out of their cells for one
hours exercise, (which thankfully has been almost always in good weather)
to collect their meals twice a day, (they collect their breakfast when they go
for their evening meal) and if they have a medical or Chaplaincy
appointment. As you might imagine, the number of requests to see a Chaplin have risen!
In addition to those restrictions, everyone coming into prison is put in I
solation for 14 days and the rest of the prison is divided into ‘reverse
cohorts. This means that there are a limited number of prisoners allowed
out of their cells at any one time, and those small groups are always the
same people so there is less chance of infection by contact. The biggest risk
factor is not from the prisoners themselves, but in fact from the Staff who
supervise and work with them. Staff live in diverse communities across a
large geographic are and so the potential for infection is greatest amongst
them, and therefore, the risk of infection coming into the prison.
The eye opener has been just how well the women have coped with these
restrictions. Many even saying they prefer it as there is less conflict,
arguing and bullying. They have only just begun to be able to have family
visits and these are very restricted and limited in number to preserve
social distancing. However, the Prison service has quickly set up ‘Purple
Visits’. These are essentially ‘video calls’ with their wider family meaning
that they have been able to see and speak with far more of their family
members that they could in normal times.
We have been incredibly fortunate that we have no cases of Covid 19 and
the restrictions have helped keep our women safe. But this comes at a cost.
Opportunities for work and education have been limited, faith groups and
Chapel services have been cancelled and will be so for the
foreseeable future.
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So, how have you coped?
Locked in, not seeing family, not able to do ‘normal things’ and now,
feeling unsure and vulnerable as well as anticipating a second wave.
Medical appointments and operations cancelled, no work and the
possibility of no job to go back to. No childcare, no Play mornings, no
Church or other religious services, weddings cancelled and funerals limited
to very small numbers with no singing of favorite hymns.
How have we coped with it all?
Different people have coped in different ways. One way has been to get
involved in the amazing levels of support that people have volunteered for,
(see the centre pages for things to celebrate). I know of several people who
have absolutely loved the lockdown, and others who have been crawling
up the walls. Some people’s gardens have been transformed, (mine for
instance!) and a lot of people have ‘baked, baked, baked’ and piled on the
pounds.
Whether in prison, or in the community life has been and will be different
until a reliable vaccine is developed. So we have to choose. Either we
accept and live with the ‘new normal’ as people call it, or we don’t. Either
we look for ways to live the fullest life we can with the limitations we face
or we will feel that life is limited.
One prisoner wrote on her cell wall:
‘Don’t count the days. Make each day count!’
A Prayer for Faith and Strength

Heavenly Father, please strengthen our hearts, and remind us to
encourage one another when the troubles of life start to overwhelm
us. Please guard our hearts against depression. Give us the strength
up to rise up each day and fight against the struggles which seek to
weigh us down. Amen.
Tony Williams

RECTOR
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Church Services for September 2020
St Mary’s English Bicknor
6th Sept

13th Sunday after
Trinity

9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

13th Sept.

14th Sunday after
Trinity
15th Sunday after
Trinity

9.30 a.m.

Matins

9.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

Harvest Service

9.30

Matins

20th Sept
27th Sept.

On Thursday mornings at 11am there is a short service of Holy Communion
followed by coffee in English Bicknor Village Hall.

Christchurch, Forest of Dean
6th Sept.

13th Sunday after
Trinity

11am

Morning Prayer

13th Sept.

14th Sunday after
Trinity

11am

Holy Communion

20th Sept.

15th Sunday after
Trinity

11am

Morning Worship

27th Sept.

Harvest Service

11am

Holy Communion

Please note : There will be no evening services at Christchurch during September

On Sunday 6th December at 11am at Christchurch the speaker will be Rev Steve
Morris. Rev Morris is the Chaplain for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing fro the
dioceses and will be reflecting on his work as he approaches retirement.
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Worshipping together!
It feels like things will never be back to the way they were,
and perhaps that is true.
We can now meet in Churches for times of worship together,
but it all feels quite different. The rules are simple.
Stay 2 meters apart and ‘sanitise’.
Wear face coverings
We are not allowed to sing
No coffee and chat before or after the service.
However, we can meet together for a ‘spoken service’ with music and
hymn lyrics to help us, along with a chance to listen to the Bible and to
reflect together on our faith and God’s love for us all.
Some of our services will be available to download for those who feel vulnerable and would rather not gather, and, we hope, before long, to be
able to ‘Live Stream’ some of them too.
There are lots of different options for you to come and worship together:
SUNDAYS:
9.30 a.m.: Traditional worship at St Mary the Virgin English Bicknor.
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship at Christchurch Forrest of Dean
THURSDAY:
11.00AM: Short Communion Service in Bicknor Village Hall

Safe-distance services
at Christchurch.
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From the Parish Records
Roger Stanley Carrier (74)

Dora Susan Gwilliam (96)

Funeral 29th July 12 noon
at Christchurch followed by
burial at Mile End Cemetery

Funeral 1st July 12 noon at
Mile End Cemetery

Communion
Thursdays 11am English Bicknor Hall
Each Thursday at 11am there is a short, simple service of
Holy Communion in English Bicknor Village Hall
Parking is easy and on the level; access into the Hall
is good and is wheelchair friendly.
Transport can be arranged with notice.

Coffee is currently not available and social distancing measures are in
place.

Please just turn up and you will be most welcome. If you would like further information or transport please ring

Helen on 01594 860205
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A QUIET PLACE TO PRAY
If you would value a quiet place to be still and think of those you love
or say a prayer, then there are lots of places available.

You could come to Christchurch Parish Church on Ross Road which
is open for private prayer every Monday and Thursday
from 10.00 -12.00.
Here, a candle can be lit for a loved one, or you can sit in peace and
quiet with your own thoughts and prayers.

You could go and sit quietly in St Mary’s Churchyard in
English Bicknor.
This is genuinely tranquil and holy place with benches and ease of
access.

You could go and sit quietly in the Community Orchard,
not far from Berry Hill School.
Here you can enjoy our own special natural space in peace and quiet

Whatever you choose, make time for some quiet and
stillness
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Prayers for September
Testing Times
I asked the Lord
for a bunch of fresh flowers
but instead he gave me an ugly cactus
with many thorns.
I asked the Lord
for some beautiful butterflies
but instead he gave me
many ugly and dreadful worms.
I was threatened,
I was disappointed,
I mourned.
But after many days,
suddenly,
I saw the cactus bloom
with many beautiful flowers,
and those worms became
beautiful butterflies
flying in the spring wind.
God’s way is the best way.
Chun-Ming Kao.

Lord, help me to enjoy the common
things of my everyday life.
I often find myself saying that nothing happened today,
when in fact the ordinary events of my life
make rich pattern,
but they are so familiar I hardly notice
them:
things like cups of tea and coffee
and meals shared with friends and colleagues;
or listening to favourite family stories
that we have heard and told so often.
Lord of life, help me to recognize the joy of
simple things.
Frank Topping.
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Father of all the peoples,
We who can eat our fill
Ask as your gift at harvest
A dedicated will.
Show us our hungry brothers,
Teach us that we must care,
Help us to live more simply
Because we want to share.
For you, who fed the hungry,
May we so break our bread
In constant, costly giving
That others may be fed.
Lilian Cox.
Help me, O God, to be a good and
true friend:
to be always loyal and never to let
my friends down:
Never to talk about them behind
their backs in a way which I would
not do before their faces;
never to betray a confidence or talk
about the things about which I
ought to be silent;
always to be ready to share everything I have;
to be as true to my friends as I
would wish them to be to me.
This I ask for the sake of him who is
the greatest and truest of all
friends, for Jesus’ sake.
William Barklay.

HARVEST
THANKSGIVING
SUNDAY
th
September 27

9.30am St Mary English Bicknor
11.00am Christchurch Parish
Church
Gifts can be brought to Christchurch between
10.00-11.00 and 12.00 -1.00
Please bring ONLY tinned or dry goods.
All donations will be given
to the Forest Food
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Thanksgiving for your loved one.
We currently have no clear idea of what the future holds and if and
when we will be able to gather in larger numbers. We do hope that
for those who have lost loved ones this year, we may have the
opportunity of a ‘Thanksgiving Service’ at some point, to which larger
numbers of friends and family can come. When that is possible, we
will be in touch.
ALL SOULS is a time when we have traditionally gathered to
remember our loved ones and it looks unlikely that we will be able to
have our normal time of quiet, reflection and remembering this year.

HOWEVER, we will still remember. My hope is that, we will have our
Churches open and that families can book a time during the day to
come and take part in a simple service, light a candle, leave some
flowers and maybe a poem or a note for the ones they have lost.
I do not yet know how this will work but there will be details in our
next magazine.
Please be assured that we are always here for you at times of grief
and sadness
Tony
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The Forest Foodbank is currently short of the
following items:DOG FOOD
INSTANT MASH
SHAMPOO
CANNED POTATOES
SPONGE PUDDINGS
TINNED RICE PUDDING
The Food Bank is grateful for all your contributions
which should be left in the usual places
Thank you

Our Greatest Need
If our greatest need had been
information, God would have sent us
an educator.
If our greatest need had been
technology, God would have sent us a
scientist.
If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent us an
economist.
If our greatest need had been
pleasure, God would have sent us an
entertainer.
But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Saviour.
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AT HOME

We are so disappointed that we can’t offer Messy Church sessions yet, so
here are some things you could try at home.
Do you remember the story of little David and the giant Goliath? If not,
check out the Bible: 1 Samuel 17, or search YouTube for God's Story: David and Goliath (Full Version)
Here’s a game for you to try – which won’t cost you a thing!
Five stones
You will need:
5 small, light stones of a similar size.
Aim to complete a set of five steps.
Step 1: Holding all five stones in your hand, throw them up in the air and try
to catch as many as you can on the back of your hand. Then throw them up
from the back of your hand and catch them in your palm again. If you end
up with one or more stones in your hand, move on to step 2.
Step 2: Lay four stones on the ground but keep one. Throw your stone up
in the air, pick one up from the ground, and then catch your original stone
as it falls. Repeat for all the stones on the ground until you are holding all of
them.
Step 3: Increase to picking up 2 from the ground before catching your stone
again. Repeat for the remaining two.
Step 4: Pick 3 of the ground before catching the original stone. Repeat for
the remaining one.
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The Five Stones game sharpens your memory power and builds concentration and aiming skills. David must have had great aiming skills and he
hit his target with only one throw.

Here is something for you to make:

Sling

This activity might need you going through your fabric scraps or taking a
trip to the charity shop.
You will need: scraps of thin leather or cloth; string or paracord; a hole
punch and clean, used foil.

Cut the leather or cloth into strips around 7.5cm long and 3.5 cm wide.
Fold it on the long side and punch a hole in each side of the folded cloth.
Using the string, tie a knot trough one side of cloth and repeat with the
other string on the opposite side. On the other end of one of the pieces
of string tie a look and a knot to hold it in place. Next pull both strings,
keeping them level on both sides, and grasp the non-looped string between your thumb and your first finger – and tie another knot.
Make foil balls.
Now you are ready to try it out. How far can your sling shoot?

What the young David did to protect his people from the Philistines was
amazing. No one expected him to succeed.
Have you ever approached God for a miracle when you feel you have
nothing to offer?
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Church Discussion Group

Church Discussion Group will resume after the summer break on 1st and
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 7.30 pm. We will meet in the church at
Christchurch.
We will, of course abide by Covid regulations.
Currently this means that we need to keep a register of attendees and their
contact details for 21 days in line with Gov. Test and Trace requirements.
Hand gel will be provided, social distancing applies and masks are to be
worn. Please bring your own Bible if you have one, ,otherwise we can loan
you one to take home with you.
We will begin with coffee as usual but please bring your own as we aren't
allowed to provide it, sorry!
Dates for Church Discussion Group
Sept 1st and 15th
October 6th and 20th 7.15 at Christchurch Church
For more info, please contact me. Tel 01594 726144
fudgejacqueline@gmail.com
Jacqui Fudge

English Bicknor WI News
Although life continues to be a little different our WI members are finding ways to
meet up.
In July we held a scavenger hunt on the hall field starting off with coffee and chat.
The ladies were surprisingly competitive! Our walking group continues to walk
each Tuesday morning walking in a small socially distanced group. Initially we
walked close to home but now we are venturing throughout the Forest. It is good
to meet up to chat and exercise with others.
We have two outside events planned for the end of August – a croquet afternoon
and a Qi Jong demonstration which is a gentle exercise technique involving
meditation.
We intend to hold the next couple of WI meetings outside on the field – the
September one being a flower arranging demonstration. We need the good
weather to continue!
Meetings are held at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month at the village hall.
For further details please contact Christine Televantos on 01594 832007
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Farmyard Frolics & Rural Snippets
With business as usual, the pandemic didn`t really affect the farming way of
life, except that the price of fat cattle dropped drastically but in the last 2
months all cattle trade is thankfully back to normal. In May we finally went
clear of T.B. and so breathed a sigh of relief. Because the B&B was closed it
freed Daph up and we would walk around the cattle together and every day
we met friends and village folk out for their daily exercise, therefore we
were very fortunate to have more than our fair share of yaking as no rush
on anything.
Due to our Thursday nights clapping with the Little Grey Fergie, Danny
Dunkley and Spike asked if we would be part of a V.E. day parade. Word got
around and what started out as a few vintage vehicles, ended up as 19 tractors and 17 Classic cars and motorbikes, as many of you will remember.
With Union Jacks flying at full mast, we met at Dryslade, drove through Bicknor, up Joyford and through Berry Hill. Following Danny`s random route we
hardly missed out any of the roads and lanes. It was quite humbling to see
some of the elderly generation with tears in their eyes as memories were
brought back to life.
The last clapping night we spent down at the bottom of Smithy Close where
Phil ended the social distance evening by having a gig with Fay Edwards who
is one of Bicknors longest residents and was 90 in April. A good end to lockdown.
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The Great Realisation, by Tom Roberts

''Tell me the one about the virus again,
then I'll go to bed.
'But my boy, you're growing weary, sleepy
thoughts about your head.
'Please! That one's my favourite. I promise just once more.
“ Okay, snuggle down my boy, though I know you know full well
The story starts before then, in a world I once dwelled
'It was a world of waste and wonder, of poverty and plenty
Back before we understood why hindsight's 2020
'You see the people came up with companies to trade across all lands.
But they swelled and got bigger than we could ever have planned
'We'd always had our wants, but now it got so quick
You could have everything you dreamed of in a day and with a click.
'We noticed families stopped talking. That's not to say they never spoke.
But the meaning must have melted and the work life balance broke.
'And the children's eyes got squarer and every toddler had a phone.
They filtered out the imperfections but amidst the noise, they felt alone.
'And every day the sky grew thicker, til we couldn't see the stars
So we flew in planes to find them while down below we filled our cars.
'We'd drive around all day in circles. We'd forgotten how to run
We swapped the grass for tarmac, shrunk the parks till there were none.
'We filled the sea with plastic cause our waste was never capped.
Until each day when you went fishing, you'd pull fish out already wrapped.
'And while we drank and smoked and gambled
our leaders taught us why,
It's best to not upset the lobbies, more convenient to die.
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'But then in 2020, a new virus came our
way
The government reacted and told us all to hide away.
'But while we were all hidden, amidst the fear and all the
while
The people dusted off their instincts, they remembered how to smile.
'They started clapping to say thank you, and calling up their mums.
'And while the cars keys were gathering dust, they would look forward to
their runs.
'And with the sky less full of planes, the earth began to
breathe.
And the beaches brought new wildlife that scattered off into the seas.
'Some people started dancing, some were singing, some were baking.
We'd grown so used to bad news but some good news was in the making.
'And so when we found the cure and were allowed to go outside
We all preferred the world we found to the one we'd left behind.
'Old habits became extinct, and they made way for the
new.
And every simple act of kindness was now given its due.
'But why did it take a virus to bring the people back together?'
Well, sometimes, you got to get sick, my boy, before you start feeling
better.
'Now lie down, and dream of tomorrow, and all the things that we can
do.
And who knows, maybe if you dream strong enough, make some of them
will come true.
'We now call it the Great Realisation, and yes, since then there have been
many.
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Lockdown pleasures!

By Sue Holden

It's been a strange few months, thank God we live where we do and have
been able to "enjoy" the good weather by sitting outside. I have veg and
lavender and herbs growing in my newly built raised bed , along with
tomatoes, peas and runner beans growing and my little apple tree is
drooping with fruit.
The birds have been well fed and many sparrows, goldfinches, greenfinches,
great and blue tits have fledged, along with 2 (I think)
baby robins. I do seem to spend too much time waving
off the rather fat wood pigeon and the dog has been
sent out to chase off the semi-resident squirrel (all we
do now is say "squirrel" and he's ready to go !). A new
fence has been put in between us and next door so
there is a cleared corner of the garden waiting for ideas
as to how best use ...suggestions welcome !!
On 25th June Jesse and I drove to Many Tears Animal
Rescue at Llanelli. We had been looking for another
dog to rescue for a while, a couple had not been suitable or were re-homed elsewhere, then we saw Maggie...she is a 6 year old terrier cross who had come from a home (due to
elderly owner unable to care for her) and we hoped she and Patch would
get on.
They met, they said hello, sniffed, wagged tails
and that was it she came home with us then ! She
is a happy, healthy little dog who loves people,
especially if you give her cuddles and tummy tickles, enjoys her walks happily meeting other dogs
and sniffing out all the new smells around.
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Saturday September 5th 2020
10.30am-2pm
Outside
English Bicknor Village Hall
Time to Re-stock
Plenty to choose from
Tea/coffee
Prepacked sandwiches cake lunch
available.
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Thank you from all of us!
There are so many people to say ‘Thank you’ to
and, if we made a list, this little magazine wouldn’t be big enough
to hold it!
However, there has been an amazing sense of community and
support over the past months.
To the amazing volunteers who have shopped,
dropped by, phoned, collected prescriptions, baked,
provided meals, cut grass, mended fences, done odd
jobs, taken people to appointments and been available in a crisis and gone out of their way to check that vulnerable and isolated people were looked after.
THANK YOU!
To those who have lifted spirits, created on-line community,
sung us songs, written poems, shared art
work, organized ‘socially distanced’ community gatherings, shared their talents,
taught us to dance , kept us fit and reminded us to keep laughing.
THANK YOU!
To the children, adults and families who have baked,
made, grown, preserved, sorted, and sold things
from their doorstep for NHS Charities.
THANK YOU!
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To the teachers, Teaching Assistants, Heads and Admin
staff who worked to help our children continue to learn
and to grow.
Thank you!
To those working in our NHS AND CARE SERVICES;
Nurses, Doctors, cleaners, ambulance teams,
receptionists, porters, Pharmacists, Care
home staff and call centres.
THANK YOU.
To those working in our Local shops and supermarkets,
local pubs, Post men and women, delivery drivers and bin
collectors.
THANK YOU!
To those people who have organized,
recruited, telephoned, campaigned,
supported and resourced all of the
above
THANK YOU!
Thank you, you have helped us through the worst of times and
shown us the best of what people can be!
We know you have done everything with the knowledge t hat you
have been putting yourself at risk to care for us.

THANK YOU!
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Golden Wedding Celebrations
Phil and Daph Would like to most sincerely thank everyone from
within the parish who made our “lockdown” Golden wedding
anniversary evening so fantastic.
As we drove through the village with the little grey Fergie on
Thursday 14th May for our usual clapping session, little did I think
that 50 years ago as I rode to Bicknor Church, on a Thursday, that I
would be driving a tractor dressed as a groom with Phil as a bride in
the link box !!
The banners we’re a lovely surprise as were so many people coming
out with their glasses to toast us.
It was truly amazing. As for the followers up to the farm well we
won't even go there ! We really were totally overwhelmed. Bicknor
you did us proud.
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To the Editor
I shall be grateful if you would thank all those kind people who on 7th May contacted me to wish me a happy day. Cards appeared through the letter box, the telephone rang several times (that little bird must have been busy flying round the Forest and spreading the news ): goodies appeared (and didn’t last long) ; the blue
balloon has only just finally collapsed and the geranium has only just finished flowering.
Thank you for all your kind thoughts
Brian Jones Christchurch
—————————————————————————————————————

To the Editor
Can I take this opportunity to thank all those who have supported those of us who
have had to be housebound on the orders of Boris and the Minister for Health.
Particularly those of us who live alone depended on others in getting our shopping, delivering medications and offering other means of support.
Thank you all very much (and especially Ali, Kate and Sally)
Brian Jones Christchurch
—————————————————————————————————————
Strangers Are Friends We Haven’t Met
God knows no strangers, He loves us all
The poor, the rich, the great, the small…
He is a friend who is always there
To share our troubles and lessen our
care…
No one is a stranger in God’s sight,
For God is love and in his Light
May we, too, try in our small way
To make new friends from day to day…
So pass no stranger with an unseeing
eye,
For God may be sending a new friend by.
25
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THE FOREST FOODBANK - COVID 19
Shortly after lockdown was decreed on 23rd March, It was decided to
operate a delivery service to all our clients throughout the Forest. This has
worked extremely well with a team of dedicated volunteers who have
delivered food, box filled and kept the Warehouse going. It is our intention,
for the foreseeable future, to maintain this service throughout the Forest.
We have not seen a significant rise in clients during this time but what we
have seen is a rise in the number of children we are feeding . We were
delighted when the Government decided to continue with the School Meal
Vouchers. We envisage that this situation will change once people come off
furlough and we see more redundancies.
Public and business generosity has been amazing. Tesco have supplied over
a quarter of a ton of food every week to the Foodbank this ceased in July.
Our relationship with the Salvation Army has always been good and during
Covid 19 we have been able to provide them with food parcels, which have
allowed them to support the most needy. This has proved extremely
helpful when the Foodbank phone lines have not been operating – people
have always been fed!
As we come out of the immediate crisis and into a very changed world the
Foodbank will continue to evolve enabling us to continue the work we do in
feeding the most vulnerable and needy in our society.
However, without the support of the community, businesses and churches
this could not happen and for this the Forest Foodbank thanks you all.
Yvonne

This is a slightly shortened version of the article in the July/August
magazine which was available on-line. The work of the Forest Food
bank remains a vital part of our local community and this article sums
up its’ importance during Covid 19. Ed.
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Teepees and Willow Lanterns - a
project for all
he Christian Arts Festival is encouraging people to make their own teepees
and mini willow lantern houses this
summer, with the aim of having them
on display at a rescheduled arts festival next year.
Nikki Seville, organiser of the Christian Arts Festival said: “There’s
the opportunity for your willow lantern houses or tepee to be part of
an installation at our Festival of Stars in Whaddon. “
The teepees are covered in canvas fabric, which you can then paint,
to make a personalised and unique garden den.
The provisional date for the Festival of Stars is Saturday 8 May,
2021.
There are detailed instructions for making the two art installations
on the new Christian Arts Festival website, which was launched
earlier this year.
The festival is also running an arts competition which will be judged
by PJ Crook, the artist behind the altarpiece at St Michael and All
Angels, Bishop’s Cleeve and Bishop Rachel.
The closing date for the art competition is 1 October 2020. You can
find more details at christianartsfestival.org
——————————————————————————————
Harold's Year 1 class was on a field trip to their local police station where
they saw pictures tacked to a bulletin board of the 10 most wanted
criminals. One of the youngsters pointed to a picture and asked if it really
was the photo of a wanted person. 'Yes,' said the policeman. '
The detectives want very badly to capture him.
Harold asked, “Why didn't you keep him when you took his picture ? "
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HOT POT POTTERY UPDATE
Hot Pot Pottery - pottery activity centre Re-Starting Pottery Trial Classes Thurs & Sat
from 1st Aug
- Individual pottery kits purchased
- Individual work areas measured out
- One way system worked out
- Deep clean done
YES!
We are delighted to say we are ready to RE-START our Pottery Trial Classes
10.30-12.30/1.00 (depending on class size) on Thurs & Sat from Sat 1st August.
We look forward to welcoming you back to Hot Pot Pottery! We have
missed you!
BOOKINGS BEING TAKEN NOW! (booking essential)
For full information on our Pottery Trial Classes (including Covid-19 alterations to keep risks low for all) visit: http://hotpotpottery.co.uk/pottery-trialclasses/.
WE ALSO HAVE - Pottery Painting Kits for
Overnight Hire Wed-Sat - get Creative at
Home!
OR - you can book a Private Browse in our
fab new gallery area (no pressure to buy!)
Any questions, more information or to
book please call
01594 837943/079794 983908 or
email: info@hotpotpottery.co.uk.
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September Quiz
A general knowledge one this month. Answers on p 37
1. In TV's "Friends", what was Chandler Bing's middle name?
2. Which British playwright won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2005?
3. What gives the cheese Windsor Red, its red colour?
4. Canaan Banana was the first President of which country?
5. Which songs with "Green" in the title were UK top twenty hits for the following
artists,[a] Roll Deep (2010), [b] Creedence Clearwater Revival (1969), [c] The
Lemon Pipers (1968), [d] Frankie Vaughan (1956) and [e] Ultrabeat (2003)?

6. Which of the notorious Kray twins lived the longest?
7. In the Jerome K Jerome novel "Three Men in a Boat", what was the name of
the dog?

8. Which is the largest land-locked county in England?
9. How many British monarchs were there in the 20th Century?
10. Which single gave the Four Tops their only UK number one?
11. How many people make up a criminal jury in Scotland?
12. Who was the first American to win the Formula One World Championship?
13. Which three musicians made up rock supergroup Cream?
14. Which TV sit-com opens with the music "Alice, Where Art Thou?"?
15. In the United Kingdom, when do the four quarter days fall?
16. What spirit is used to make the "Between the Sheets" cocktail?
17. Which six nations automatically qualify for the final of the Eurovision Song
Contest?

18. What is the last book of the Old Testament?
19. Which three US States have only four letters?
20. With a daily circulation of over 2million (2016), which is Europe's best selling
newspaper?
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Word of Warning:
Clothes left in the wardrobe over lockdown have a tendency to
shrink. Leather belts are particularly prone to this. Resist the
temptation to make an extra hole towards the end of the belt
using a knife or other sharp instrument. A daily brisk walk and one
less bag of chips a day will usually result in the belt expanding.

Bottles to Bricks
Much of the plastic that cannot be recycled can be stuffed into one of those
reusable plastic bottles. Keep the pieces of plastic small and make sure you make
the bottom of the bottle as firm as you can. Ram everything down as you go. The
website is www.ecobrick.org. You will find all sorts of information there including
a more accurate estimate of weight—a 2lt bottle weighs about 600gms when
filled. That takes some doing but also represents a lot of plastic which has not
gone to land fill. The sides of the bottle should be rock-hard with no give at all.
Keep going!
Filled bottles can be dropped off at Christchurch where there is a collection bin
marked Bottle to Brick.
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WONDERFUL SOAP
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has declared that hand
washing with soap and water is one of the most effective and
accessible ways to help reduce the spread of COVID-19
Soap works by destroying the outer membrane of the virus, killing it
and stopping it s’ spread. Soap has natural origins but unfortunately
some soaps available today are far from natural. If you are looking
for a good honest bar of soap without environmental or moral issues
involved here is what to look for:
Soap Bars
In our own homes it is best to use a soap bar. Although microplastics have been banned in soap in the UK since 2018 there are still
companies that use non-degradable liquid plastic polymers and petroleum based chemicals in liquid soap. Soap bars are less likely to
contain these, use less plastic packaging and have lower emissions
from transportation than liquid soap.
Organic
Buying organic soap you will avoid the hidden nasty artificial
chemicals that are in so many products. Organic will also avoid bars
containing palm oil, a product which is unsustainable and linked to
mass deforestation and serious human rights violations.
Vegan
Buying vegan you can avoid unsavoury animal fats and animal tested
products. Look for the "Leaping Bunny" logo that only endorses
cruelty free soaps. Animals fats are often disguised with names like
sodium tallowate, stearic acid and glycerine.
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Here are some of the more well known bars that come out the best
from the research data base of Ethical Consumer:
Lucy Bee
Bio-D
Neil's yard
Faith in Nature
Lush
In public areas where it is not practical to share a bar of soap
because of covid ( although soap has not been shown to harbour
bacteria and probably not Covid either) there are still some good
options that are organic and vegan. Although they are of course
contained in plastic bottles, this can be off set by refilling them. Well
known refillable manufactures include:
Faith in Nature
Bio-D
Ecoleaf
Alter/native (Suma)
If you buy a liquid soap, to reduce your use of plastic, check where
you can refill locally.
If you are taking all the ethical and moral principles into
consideration the big high street chemist and beauty product shops
do poorly with their own brand product, as do the supermarkets. A
cheap bar of soap probably contains everything you don't want in
your soap!
There are some lovely natural and beautiful soaps, made locally,
and it's good to support them.
Here are three small companies that make soap in the Forest.
www.mitcheldeansoap.co.uk (Not vegan as they contain honey)
www.forest-naturals-skincare.co.uk/soaps They even have a dog
soap range !
2Sisters soap (at present only selling through Etsy )
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Groan of the month
(thank you, Adrian)

A man goes into a seafood restaurant and asks to see the dishes of
the day. The waiter wheels over a trolley and the man examines the
dishes. "I'll have the little green squid with the hairy lip, please"
says the man. "O.K." replies the waiter and calls out "Gervais!"
A little French chef appears with a large knife, the waiter instructs
the chef to kill the little green squid with the hairy lip. Gervais is
just about to slice at the poor squid when he notices a tear running
down its face. Gervais is touched, and admits that he hasn't the
heart to kill the squid.
"Not to worry" says the waiter, and calls out "Hans!!" at which an
enormous German bloke comes out of the kitchen. "Sir", says
the waiter, "this is Hans, the dishwasher. Hans, kill that
squid!" The dishwasher wields a huge rolling pin and is just about
to bludgeon the little green squid with the hairy lip when it cringes
back and gives a little cry. "I am sorry sir, I just cannot kill the
squid" Hans admits, his lower lip trembling.
"Well sir," says the waiter, "it just goes to show that Hans that do
dishes, can be soft as Gervais. With mild green, hairy lip squid!"

A newly qualified teacher was trying to make
use of her psychology courses. She started
her class by saying, 'Everyone who thinks
they're stupid, stand up!' After a few seconds, Little Harold stood up. The teacher
said, 'Do you think you're stupid, Harold?'
'No, ma'am, but I hate to see you standing
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Did you Know?
Gloucestershire County Council intend to make an order under
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended) to
temporarily close part of the 400077 Joyford Hill from junction
Nine Wells Road to outside High Holme.
The reason for the closure is for the laying of polyduct in the carriageway for BT Openreach.
The road is expected to be closed from the 21st September 2020
until the 23rd September 2020 only or until the works have been
completed.
For further information, please contact Gloucestershire
Highways on 08000 514 514 or visit
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk.
Alternative Route – As signed on site
Pedestrian access to premises on or next to the road and emergency access will be maintained.
DATED: 2nd September 2020
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Michael Mayers

General Builder

Interior/Exterior

All jobs considered

Over 20 years Experience
Friendly and Reliable Service
Home; 01594 810708 Mobile 07810642784

If you go down in woods
today
It is well-known known
that during lockdown
wild life flourished.

InPhto by Adrien Griffin

Bird song was louder
and , some say, more
melodious that in previous springs: deer
became less shy and the
native black Forest deer
appeared in clearings
more often.
And in the woods not far
from our parish there
are bears.

Harold watched, fascinated, as his mother smoothed cold cream on her
face. 'Why do you do that, mummy?' he asked
'To make myself beautiful,' said his mother, who then began removing
the cream with a tissue.
'What's the matter, asked Harold 'Giving up?'
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Quiz answers.

1. Muriel.
2. Harold Pinter.
3. Port or red wine.
4. Zimbabwe.
5. a] "Green Light", reached no 1, [b]
"Green River", no 14, [c] "Green Tambourine", no 7, [d] "The Green Door", no
2 and [e] "Pretty Green Eyes", no 2.

6. Reggie.
7. Montmorency.
8. Shropshire.
9. Six (Victoria, Edward VII, George V, Edward VIII, George VI and Elizabeth II).

10. Reach Out I'll Be There".
11. Fifteen.
12. Phil Hill (1961)
13. Eric Clapton, Jack Bruce and Ginger
Baker.

14. Open All Hours".
15. Lady Day (March 25th), Midsummer Day
(June 24th), Michaelmas (September
29th) and Christmas Day.

16. Rum.
17. France, Germany, Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom and the host country.

18. Malachi.
19. Utah, Ohio and Iowa.
20. Bild (Germany).
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You are only hurting yourself if you are being rude
and unkind;
it might not come back to
you immediately or in the
way you dished it out;
but when it boomerangs
back at you,
it surely comes back in its
own different shape and
sizes.
Treat people the way you
want to be treated.

Mole Problem? They can make a terrible mess and ruin a lawn.
I can help.
Humane trapping by Member of the Guild of British Mole Catchers

Phone 07470 203046 or 01594 837243
Reasonable rates

No mole—no fee policy

This is the Gaia Installation by the artist Luke Gerram which will be in the nave of
Gloucester Cathedral from 13th October—1st November. Built using images
from NASA and a massive 7 m across Luke says that he hopes the structure will
give people a new perspective of the planet on which we live. If you were one of
the 70 000 people who say Luke’s earlier Museum of the Moon you will know just
how impressive and though-provoking these installations can be.
Look out for Luke Gerram’s other installation Of Earth and Sky which is poetrybased and will be found throughout the city while Gaia is in the cathedral.
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Community Organisation Contact Page
The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust
A support service in times of difficulty

If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact
the Community Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District
Council on 01594 812447 or 01594 812399.

Gloucestershire Police
Find out about local police activity and link in to the various
ways you can find support and information by going online to
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/

English Bicknor Chit Chat
The Facebook page contains information about the village and
local events. If you are not a Facebook user and would like anything added then please email Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk

Barnwood Trust
Information and help applying for grants from the trust is
available from the Forest of Dean Office on 01594 837191
Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website
www.christchurchfod.org.uk
If you run a community organisation and would like the details
published in the magazine on this page,
please contact Judith on 01594 781436
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Christchurch, FOD and St Mary’s English Bicknor
Parish Contacts
Rector: Revd. Capt. Tony Williams, CA
Christchurch Vicarage Ross Road Christchurch Coleford GL16 7NS
01594 836751 revtonyw@hotmail.com
Ministry Team
Joan Atherley, Sue Boulter, Sandie Bradley, Maggie Fisher,
Jacqui Fudge (Reader in training), Helen Rodwell , Carol Turley (Pastoral Team Leader),
Glenda White-Miller (Reader) , Sally Whittington ,Tony Williams,
Safeguarding Pam Iddiols and Andy Iddiols

01594 334598

Or email: pamela-spoooner@sky.com
Christchurch
Church Wardens:

Linda James

01594 822935

Trevor Harvey

01594 835897

PCC Secretary

Judith Brickwood

01594 781436

Treasurer

Barbara Davies

01594 837270

Church Wardens ; Jennie McHattie

01594 834855

English Bicknor

Jan Furnival

01594 541566

PCC secretary

Jan Furnival

01594 541566

Treasurer

John Furnival

01594 541566

———————————————————————————— ———————————-Magazine editor
Judith Brickwood
01594 781436
Magazine Treasurer

Jeff Carrick

01594 860936
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SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2
Two nights min. Start any day. Long lets. Pet Friendly.
Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door
Claire & Darren Scales
Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY
01600 773220 info@rocklodge.co.uk www.rocklodge.co.uk

Look After Your Feet
AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU
Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you

Patricia Stott MCFHP MAFHP Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606
Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health

S. Hall
Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment
SPARES and REPAIRS

Welding and Fabrication work undertaken

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA
Tel: 01594 833063 Email forestdrift@outlook.com

General Builders
Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works
Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ

Call Dean on 01594832384
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED

We provide the following services within
most areas of the Forest of Dean
Community Transport and Outings
Lunch clubs at English Bicknor
(Tuesday) and The Pludds
(Friday)
Art Club at
Pludds Village Hall
Benefit Advice
Signposting: if we can’t help we know
who can
All our services are run by volunteers.
For more information about any of our services, or
to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please
call our office on 01594 860143
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Friendly Foot Healthcare Professional
FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS

Home Visits

Member of the College of Foot Health Professionals and the British Association of Foot Health

Martine Smith

Tel: 07760731595 or 01594 834537
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars,
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire specialists
Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a reservation on

01594 833517
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