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ALL SOULS
SERVICE.
Remembering our loved ones
A special time for family, friends and community to come
together so we can remember and give thanks for our
loved ones who have passed away.

All welcome

Christchurch Parish Church
Sunday 31st October
6.00pm
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From the Vicarage
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could wish
away all the worries? Having struggled
together through the worst of the
pandemic, known isolation and fear,
we would hope things might get better.
But now, Fuel crisis, energy costs,
reduced deliveries of food and essentials! It feels like ‘too much’!
This not a ‘why me’? but much more of a simple ‘Why’? We can
blame, politicians, the rich, company bosses, the selfishness of some
who ‘stockpile’, Brexit, Covid or maybe God!
Whoever we would like to throw tomatoes at, we have to face the
future. Life does go on. We can’t ignore the struggles that many are
facing with the reduction in Universal Credit, higher heating and
lighting costs, more expensive basic food stuff or the rise in fuel
prices. We can’t pretend! The situation is horrible for most, and
desperate from many.
So how do we respond? The Vicar could say a few nice words of
encouragement. (like that would help!) or, we can re-kindle what our
communities showed in the past 18months. Look out for your
neighbour! If someone looks like they are struggling, they probably
are. You may see someone who could with a bit of a ‘lift’ from the
foodbank, we can sort that! There might be someone who can’t heat
their home, Maybe we could ‘club together’ to help them with their
bills! Oh yes, and we can write to and badger our MP to push for
changes that help some of the poorest and most desperate people
we know!
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The truth is, things are going to get hard for a lot of people, but don’t
forget, we are here in our communities, to help and support each
other.
I think one thing that I have learned from reading the bible for over
50 years is that God actually makes us responsible for our world and
each other. I suppose he could simply ‘make us’ all do the right thing,
but has chosen to give us Free Will.
Here are few bible bits that make sense to me. Make of it what you
will!
"There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I
command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and
toward the poor and needy in your land." Deuteronomy 15:11
"The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of
trouble." Psalm 9:9
"He who despises his neighbour sins, but blessed is he who is kind
to the needy." Proverbs 14:21
"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in." Matthew 25:35
"Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If
one of you says to them, 'Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,'
but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?"
James 2:15-16

Tony Williams
Rector.
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Church Services for November 2021
Christchurch, Forest of Dean
7th November

3rd Sunday
before Advent

11am Sunday One
6pm Holy Communion

14th November

21st November

2nd Sunday
before Advent

11am Holy Communion

Remembrance Sunday

6pm Community
Remembrance service

Christ the King

11am Morning Worship
6pm Evensong

28th November

1st Sunday in Advent

11 am Holy Communion with
prayers for healing and
wholeness
6pm Songs of Parise

St Mary’s , English Bicknor—BCP
7th November

3rd
Sunday
before Advent

9.30am Holy Communion
and Memorial Service for
Janice Bedford

14th November

2nd Sunday before
Advent
Remembrance Sunday

9.30 Matins

21st November

Christ the King

9.30 Holy Communion
with prayers for healing
and wholeness

28th November

1st Sunday in Advent

9.30am Matins

Every Thursday at 11 am Holy Communion, coffee and chat at English Bicknor
village Hall
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JANICE BEDFORD
Sunday 7th November 2021 at
9.30 AM.
'A memorial for Janice Bedford of English
Bicknor, who passed away in March 2020,
will be included in the Service at
English Bicknor Church
Sunday 7th November 2021 at 9.30 AM.

As only a few were able to attend the funeral
due to the Covid outbreak, it would be nice
for anyone who remembers Janice to come
along.
There will be coffee and light refreshments
at English Bicknor Village Hall afterwards
7

Prayers for November

Dear Lord,
the nights are drawing in and the trees are falling asleep, help us to
keep warm and comfortable during the winter months. Let us look
out for our friends and neighbours and help them when we can.
Look after our families and encourage us to love one another.
Lord, we remember all those who have lost their lives in wars. Give
inspiration to all those who work for charities, especially this time
of year the British Legion, for the on going work they continue to do
for the Service Men and Women who are still being killed or
maimed in todays troubled areas. Help us to search for a lasting
peace throughout the World, through Jesus Christ our Lord and
Saviour, Amen.
Grant us, O Lord, the royalty of inward happiness, and the serenity
which comes from living close to thee. Daily renew in us the sense
of joy, and let the eternal Spirit of the Father dwell in our souls and
bodies, filling every corner our hearts with light and grace; so that,
bearing about with us the infection of good courage, we may be
diffusers of life, and may meet all ills and cross accidents with
gallant and high-hearted happiness, giving thee thanks always for
all things. Amen.
Robert Louis Stevenson
1850-1894

God our Father, Creator of the World,
Please help us to love one another.
Make nations friendly with other nations;
make all of us love one another like brothers and sisters.
Help us to do our part to bring peace in the world and happiness to
all people.
Prayer from Japan.
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Dear God
Please give me the strength to face the day and to see
the many blessings that it contains.
Give me the courage to walk on, no matter how long the path or
how many turns the road holds.
Guide my thoughts so that I walk in love and peace and with
gratitude stamped on my heart.

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in You.”

Psalm 56-3

O most Holy God,
You know me better than I
know myself,
forgive what needs
forgiveness
strengthen what is weak
and give me
Wisdom for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
I thought I heard the voice of God,
And climbed the highest steeple,
But God declared, “Go down again,
I dwell among the people.”

Thank you, Lord Jesus that you will be our hiding place whatever
happens.
Corrie ten Boom.
Life is like photography. You use the negatives to develop.
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Just a few regular activities
Play Mornings at

BELL RINGERS

Christchurch.

If you are a Ringer, or fancy learning
this new skill, the team are always welcoming. Rehearsals each Wednesday
evening and ringing every 1st and 3rd
Sunday mornings.

For parents and toddlers. A warm welcome, soft play, activities, songs, refreshments and chat.

Contact John Furnival: 01594 541566

A totally relaxed morning for families in
term time.

email: ourjohnnyf@aol.com

Email Barbara at: playatcc@gmail.com

Coffee and Communion

English Bicknor Village Hall
11.00am each Thursday.
A short and welcoming communion service followed by coffee and chat in our
easily accessible hall with plenty of parking.

Coffee Cake and

Christian Discussion
Group

Conversation
10.30 –12.00

An opportunity every fortnight to meet
and discuss, question and explore
different aspects of the Christian faith
with, (obviously) coffee and chat to
follow.

Every 3rd Saturday morning Friends of
Christchurch host a relaxed get
together with probably the best cakes
available.

Contact: carol 01594 837207

Contact: Maggie on 01594 837834
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Some of our services
St Mary English Bicknor

Christchurch

9.30am Sunday

Parish Church.

Book of Common prayer

11.00am

Mattins or Communion.

Contemporary worship

Our beautiful ancient Parish
Church is open for private prayer
through the week

Followed by coffee.
A relaxed and welcoming place

Evensong and Songs of Praise

at Christchurch
6.00 Sunday evening.

Special services through the year;
Remembrance Sunday is a community event held at Christchurch
December is packed with a variety of Christmas celebrations:
Our Carol Service with the Berry Hill Silver Band is a lovely candle lit event for the
whole community..
The Crib Service on Christmas eve at 4.00pm is a magical event for families as we
tell the Christmas story once more.
Mid-night Communion is celebrated in both Churches.
Open Air Songs of Praise’ takes place each summer and is a real Big Family sing
song!
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English Bicknor WI News
The WI has had a busy time recently. The ladies in the craft club
have made a beautiful banner depicting the life of our WI. A group
of ladies joined in a banner parade in Cinderford where many local
organisations displayed their banners.
Gloucestershire federation held a literary tea
at the Farmer’s Club in Gloucester when an author
spoke about influential garden designers
through the centuries, and we enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea.

-

October is our anniversary month
so at our meeting we had a fish and chip
supper and Richard Holland provided the lively Musical
entertainment . At last, we were able to let our hair down
and join in by singing and dancing.
It felt like a real celebration.

Our regular activities – our Tuesday walks, craft club and walking
netball are continuing to go well and are much enjoyed.
Meetings are held at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month at the
village hall.
For further details please contact Sue Yemm on 01594 860845
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A BIG THANK YOU from the Forest
Foodbank. The Harvest gifts from English Bicknor
School, St Mary’s and Christchurch amounted to
nearly 150kgs of food and just under £400 was
raised at the Harvest supper to boost their
provision for people who are struggling to feed
their families.
Thank you to all who organised/cooked/served/
welcomed/came/bought…
It actually takes 2.5 tonnes of food per month to
meet the demand and it is anticipated that with
the reduction in universal credit, fuel and food
costs, this will rise significantly over the winter
months, so your support is invaluable and makes a
genuine difference to people’s lives.
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Play Mornings
at Christchurch
Thursday Mornings 9:30 - 11am
(Doors open at 9 to allow anyone dropping older
siblings at school, to come straight to
Play Morning.)
Ass we are unable to practise strict social distancing at Play Mornings,
we are limiting the numbers attending. Please email
playatcc@gmail .com or phone Barbara 837270 To check whether places are available.

For more information contact:
Barbara: 01594 837270
email: playatcc@gmail.com
Facebook: @PlayMorningsatChristchurch
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Acorns Preschool
New provision opening September 2021 at Berry Hill
Primary School

New teacher-led Acorns preschool.
Integrated with our Reception Class to provide
althrough, high quality Early-Years experience for
children aged 3-5 years.
Flexible sessions Monday to Friday during term-time:
3 hour morning session: 8.45-11.45am (£12)
3 hour afternoon session: 12.15-3.15pm (£12)
Option to stay for lunch: 11.45-12.15pm
(£2, nutritious healthy meals cooked fresh on
site, or bring packed lunch).
Glos CC funding accepted, employer vouchers accepted.
Before or after school provision is a possibility through
our Buddies Club – please ask if you would be interested in this.

#Acorns-to-Oak

Join us as an Acorn in our preschool
leave us as an Oak in Year 6
Contact 01594 832262 /
admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk for more info or
to book places for September.
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MAGGIE'S ADVENTURES IN WALES

We went to North Wales, Snowdonia,
for a holiday in September.
I hadn't been to Wales before,
in fact my first holiday ever
was to Cornwall last year,
I was excited to see mountains.

so

It took as a few hours to get to our holiday home, we stopped for
a long walk at the Elan Valley and the views (and smells!) were
lovely in the bright sunshine.
We were staying just outside Llanberis by Llyn Padarn (lake) so on
our second day we drove to the National Slate Museum and went
for a interesting walk around the lake...there was a strange person standing up on the water (I think its called paddleboarding!)
and I had to jump on a large stone to have a look and bark at him.
After that we went for a drive along the road through some of the
mountains to Pen-Y-Pass, Capel Curig and Betws-Y-Coed, the
weather was good and there was lots to see.
On our third day we went to Cwm Idwal, which is (apparently) a
glacial valley where we walked to the Devils Kitchen (Llyn Idwal) .
We met some strangely dressed people on the walk. It turned out
they were making a film and were dressed like druids
I thought they were a bit scary.
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We had a nice long walk around the lake and enjoyed the lovely view
in the sunshine. Here there was another strange human having a
swim in the lake, it looked very cold !
When we were walking down from the lake there were 2 very low
flying jets which zoomed over us, I did not like the noise at all and was
very frightened.
Our trip the next day took us to the coast for a walk at Morfa Beach,
it was wild and windy and the waves were quite big, I didn't want to
paddle ! After that we went to the Conwy Water Gardens for a walk
around the nature trail, I was very interested in some chickens which
were clucking in the bushes and a large goose behind a fence with
some ducks on a pond.
Patch and I stayed in the car after our walk while "the humans" went
to the Dutch Pancake House for yummy (so they said!) pancakes.
They also found somewhere called the Bodnant Welsh Food Centre
which had a large shop selling yummy (so they said!) food where they
bought Welsh bread, chutney, honey, beer and Merlyn Welsh Cream
Liqueur .
We had a lovely time and lots of nice walks , the humans had a good
time too !
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November
The poet Thomas Hood thought November an awful month and the
Anglo Saxons may have agreed for their name for the month meant
‘wind month’ because the weather could be treacherous. They also
called it ‘blod monath’ meaning blood month as it was the month
when cattle and pigs were killed and smoked or salted to provide food
in the winter. November is the only month whose name has remained
unchanged since the ancient Roman calendar which was in use until
45BC. The name, in Latin, means ninth month because it was the ninth
month of the ancient calendar. The Japanese hold a Double Nine
festival in November for their calendar also has November as the ninth
month
In the UK it is the month of fireworks and bonfires commemorating
the foiled plot to kill King James 1 at the opening of Parliament.
In America the full moon in November is called the Beaver Moon. This
relates to the early colonisation of North America when trappers
would hunt for beaver before the lakes and waterways froze over later
in the year. Beaver fur was much sought after and in England the trade
resulted in the extinction of one of our native species. Something
which is, of course, being reversed locally and elsewhere in the
country.
The birth stone for November is the semi-precious Topaz. A beautiful
stone which symbolises strength and honour. The Ancient Greeks
alleged that topaz could make the wearer invisible. In its natural form
it is colourless or pale cream but jewellers treat it with heat and a
range of colours from blue to red to green as well as a deep yellowy
orange can be developed.
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In the Far East, however, November is the month of the
chrysanthemum. Sometimes best known in the Western World as a
‘filler’ flower for florist bouquets, in China it is one of the
Four Gentlemen. The name refers to four plants, the plum blossom,
the orchid, the bamboo and the chrysanthemum , representing the
four seasons and symbolising virtues such as humility, purity, and
perseverance, amongst others, which form part of the Chinese
philosophy. The Four Gentlemen seem to have been first used in art
works from the Song dynasty (960-1279) and are found on a wide
variety of art forms.
The chrysanthemum, the symbol for autumn, represents birth in the
Eastern world and the colours are also significant. The Victorians
adopted the colour meanings where red to said to symbolise love,
yellow as thwarted love and white as loyalty. In Asia and also some
parts of America, chrysanths, or ‘mums’ also represent happiness,
love and joy.
Thomas Hood was wrong when he said ‘no flowers’ in his poem No,
because chrysanths bring colour and cheerfulness in this otherwise
grey month.

Friends of Christchurch

Coffee Morning
Saturday 18th November 10am-12 noon
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November Quiz; all about the 1960’s
(well, some of it, anyway) Answers on p 31
1. On whose short story was the 1963 Hitchcock thriller
"The Birds" based?
2. In which year did Britain first apply for membership of
the EEC?
3. What record of 1963 gave The Beatles their first UK
number one single?
4. Which ride at Disneyland, now present in all the Disney
parks, was first opened in May 1966?
5. Who was arrested in June 1968 for the murder of Martin Luther King Jnr?
6. Which nation were the winners of the first European
Football Championships held in 1960?
7. Which book, first published in 1962, gave rise to the
modern environmentalist movement?
8. Which two film stars, who meet during the filming of
Cleopatra, married for the first time in 1964?
9. Which album, released in June 1967, became the Album of the Year and is widely recognised as one of the
best records ever?
10.Who was the question master on University Challenge
when it first aired in 1962?
11.Selling over 600 million books in 90 languages, which
children's author passed away in November 1968?
12.Opened on 19th July 1965, which two countries are
linked by the Mont Blanc tunnel?
13.Who was elected President of France in June 1969, replacing the recently resigned DeGaulle?
14.In which city was the first of the BBC local radio stations launched in November 1967?
15.Where in the UK did the first Mothercare store open in
1961?
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St Mary the Virgin. English Bicknor
Your parish Church!

This 12th century parish church is built in the outer bailey of a
marcher castle. The Normans adapted an ancient site (possibly
on Offa's Dyke), and the defence ditches can be found around
the churchyard and the adjoining field to the south: note the
now tree-covered motte (mound) which would have had a
wooden palisade round its top.
The original building had a central tower (like the nearby Staunton
church) but this collapsed to the north west. Its site was then
included in the chancel, and the ornate west doorway moved to its
present position behind the Jacobean pulpit. For many fine
examples of such "beak head" carvings, go to Kilpeck in South
Herefordshire. Note that the chancel is out of alignment, a common
arrangement said to symbolise Our Lord's broken body.
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A new tower was built to the west; it now contains our six bells, five from
1709, the treble from 1718, all by Rudhall of Gloucester, and restored in
2007. The new ringing chamber can be seen through the west screen; the
opportunity was taken to utilise the space below as an amenity room and
toilet.
In the 13th and 14th centuries the chancel was lengthened to almost the
length of the nave, and Gothic arches replaced the Norman ones. It would
have been usual to find a rood loft in the chancel arch, and stained glass
and wall paintings, but if so these perished probably in the Reformation.
At the east end of the south aisle is a chapel, with its original screen, built as
a chantry for the Machens of Eastbach Court. The family have now died out,
but it was they who built the block of alms houses ("Lucy Court" after Lucy
Machen) outside the lych gate.
Balancing this on the north side was a chantry for the Wyralls of Bicknor
Court. These had died out by the time of the 1840 expansion work, by
which the aisles were widened, and the chantry eventually became the
present vestry: note the three piscinas for washing the holy vessels, which
presumably originated by the three church altars. Note also the niche for
the effigy of Ralph de Abenhale (Avenhale), the first rector, that is now in
the north aisle.
In the vestry, too, is a fireplace, one of four from 1840 (you can see the
surrounds of two others at each end of the south aisle) whose chimneys are
angled around the windows above. It seems these were later abandoned in
favour of two tortoise stoves, in use in living memory - the hole for the exhaust pipe of one is still visible in the ceiling by the war memorial in the
south aisle.
The 1840 re-ordering also provided the present east window (the glass is
later), and filled the nave and aisle with pews all facing the pulpit, which
was more central than now. The present pews are more recent, probably
around 1890, whilst the high altar is laid out as in the 1908 dispensation.
Of the effigies in the north aisle, the one of the priest in full vestments has
already been mentioned; the other two
are of Lady Cecilia de Muchegros (the
"true patron") who died in 1301, and her
great grand-daughter Lady Hawisia de
Bures (died before 1348).
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Cecilia it was who presented Ralph de Abenhale. One effigy holds an
object thought to be a "heart", the body being buried elsewhere; or it
might, unusually, be an egg, ancient symbol of the Easter Resurrection.
Lady Cecilia owned a coal mine before the free-miners of the Forest of
Dean were given their charter by Edward I in return for services as sappers
in his Scottish campaign - the origin of the Royal Engineers.
The commandment boards with the Lord 's Prayer
would have originally hung above the high altar.
They date from 1794, and are the same style as the
Royal Arms of George III. Inside the Garter, the top
left (dexter) quarter has the three lions
(technically leopards) of England side by side with
the lion rampant of Scotland. Top right, the fleur-de
-lys of France, a claim not given up until the Peace
of Amiens in 1802. Bottom left, the Irish harp. And
bottom right, the German lands of the Georges: the two lions of Brunswick, the black lion rampant of Lubeck, the white horse of Hanover, and in
the middle, the crown of Charlemagne, since our George still held the
office of Treasurer of the Holy Roman Empire.

Services are held weekly at 9.30am on Sundays and alternate
between Matins and Holy Communion, using the traditional
services from the Book of Common Prayer.
We welcome our school each Wednesday at 1.00pm.
We share in Coffee and Communion every Thursday at the
Village Hall at 11.00am.
Your parish church is open for private prayer and exploration.

DO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
TO KEEP OUR VILLAGE CHURCH SAFE
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
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How can I support St Mary’s?
1: Come along and be part of the worshiping life of your Parish Church
whenever you can. Some of our most beautiful Churches are at risk due to
low Sunday attendance.
2: Our Church is open each day from around 9.00 until dusk.
Come and visit, explore and take some time to be still in a place
where people have prayed for over 1000 years!
2: Join Friends of St Mary’s: Local people supporting their local Church by
caring for it and raising funds to maintain and improve the historic building that is so well loved and such an important part of the character of our
village.
‘Friends’ organise a number of great fun
events, (most of which involve food!) through
the year to add to our village life.
Contact Daph Gwilliam 01594 860259:
daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk
3: Consider making a regular donation to the on-going life
of the Parish Church.
We want our church to continue to provide worship, welcome and life
events such as Christenings, Weddings, and funerals. We can only do this
if we pay our way and the small regular congregation cannot meet the
costs of this on their own, so wider support is needed to safeguard the
future.
If you are willing to consider a regular £5, £10 or other donation our
Treasurer John Furnival can help you do this in a simple and tax efficient
way
Call John on 01594 541566 or email him at
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Friends of St Mary’s
F.O.S.M. was started by Canon Brian Carne in 2006 who invited
parishioners who were not regular church attendants but would
help fund raise for the upkeep of the building.
To date we have raised £138,064 and have £30,000 in the account with several projects waiting to be done.
We have recently had two very successful events, a fashion show in
the church and a Pop in Lunch at the Village Hall, raising over
£800.
Please do join Friends of St Mary’s and help maintain our beautiful
and ancient Church.
To become a member of F.O.S.M. please contact Daphne
Gwilliam, Tel. 01594 860259 email daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk

Donations from FOSM to St Mary’s Fabric
Fund
2007 – Floorboard replacement £450.00 - South Aisle & Porch repairs £9,663.00
2008 – Soakaway repair £1,750.00
2009 – Bell Tower re-roofing, Kissing Gate replacement & Pew flooring replacement
£24,174.00
2010 – New Lychgate & Church Heating system £14,759.00
2011 – Lychgate & Church Door repairs £660.50
2012 – Nave roof replacement & new lightening conductor £27,643.40
2014- Work to North & West walls, Vestry & internal repointing £10,700.00
2016 – Churchyard path £10,692.00
2017 – Churchyard path £9,785.00
2019 -Stained Glass Window repair £792.00
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Join us
In turning the lights on

Berry Hill`s Christmas Tree
th

Friday 26 November
5.45pm

at The Globe.
Berry Hill Band, carols and cheer
and maybe even Father Christmas
on the Fire Truck!
Join us in celebrating the start of the festivities!
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CHRISTCHURCH

Christmas
Fayre
Saturday 27th November
10.00 - 12.00.
Christmas stalls.
Coffee,
Home made cakes
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Over 75`s of Berry Hill,
Edge End and Christchurch.
are invited to a

Complimentary
Afternoon tea with festive
fun and cheer!
Food donated from fund raising from the
Berry Hill Christmas Lights and Community Events.

Tuesday 7th December
2-4pm at

Christchurch church.
If you would like to come, please contact Sally Whittington on
07788804173 for more details.
Transport can be arranged.
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AM I GETTING OLD?
A recent study has found women who
carry a little extra weight live longer than
men who mention it.
I love approaching 80, I learn something
new every day and forget 5 other things.

A thief broke into my house last night.
He started searching for money so I got
up and searched with him.
Just remember, once you're over the hill you begin to pick up
speed.
It's weird being the same age as old people.
It's probably my age that tricks people into thinking I'm an adult.
Never sing in the shower! Singing leads to dancing, dancing leads
to slipping, and slipping leads to paramedics seeing you naked. So
remember…Don't sing!
I see people about my age mountain climbing; I feel good getting
my leg through my underwear without losing my balance.
If you can't think of a word say, "I forgot the English word for it."
That way people will think you're bilingual instead of an idiot.
I'm at a place in my life where errands are starting to count as going out.
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Senior Ramblings
Remember!
‘Remember Remember the 5th of November, Gunpowder treason and
plot!’
Well, we all remember November 5th as Bonfire Night or Guy Fawkes
Night, the night in 1605 when the said gentleman plotted to blow up The
Houses of Parliament while King James 1 was there for the state opening.
Guy was born in York in 1570 and I’ve just discovered that his mother, like
me, was called Edith. The family were members of The Church of England
but he, having converted to Catholicism, decided that were the King to
die, the Catholics would be able to lead better lives.
Well, that was a rather drastic and over-the-top solution but Guy and 13
other plotters had placed barrels of gunpowder in the cellars running
under the Houses of Parliament ready for ‘the big night’, only to be
discovered and locked up in the Tower. Due to be hung, Guy jumped from
the gallows and broke his neck in the fall. Now, I call that bad luck,
………………………...or was it Divine Providence!?
We could talk more about Guy and his mischief, but I wanted to tell you
about a tradition I grew up with during my childhood in Yorkshire. Long
before ‘trick or treat’ took hold, we had Mischief Night.
November 4th was when Guy was creating his ‘mischief’ in those dark
cellars. It was the night when we young children carried around our
swede lanterns, which were a good deal harder
to carve and hollow out than the pumpkins of
today.
The only pumpkin we knew was the one Cinderella rode in.
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The idea was for little groups of us to ‘visit’ friend’s and neighbour’s houses
and create a few harmless pranks. This might involve lifting up ‘Mrs Bloggs’
gate and putting it in ‘Mr Fred’s’ garden: smearing a little treacle on door
knobs (providing someone had managed to procure some from their mother’s cupboard and hadn’t eaten it): tying lots of string round a bicycle, cherry knocking and generally causing much noise and giggling. This sometimes
had the effect of a bowl of water being tipped from a bedroom window onto the offenders, causing even more noise and squeals.
The whole episode usually lasted no more than an hour, as curfews were
imposed, and probably frightened the offenders more than the offended!
There was a rule though....never hurt, harm or harass!
And the moral of this story? Well, the end came the year that somebody
set light to our bonfire before the 5th. Divine Retribution!?
Esther Duggan

—————————————————————————————————-November Quiz Answers
1.Daphne Du Maurier.
2. 1961
3. “From Me to You".
4. It's a Small World.
5. James Earl Ray.
6. Soviet Union beat Yugoslavia in the final 2-1.
7. Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson.
8. Richard Burton & Elizabeth Taylor.
9. Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band by The Beatles.
10. Bamber Gasciogne.
11. Enid Blyton.
12. France & Italy.
13. Georges Pompidou.
15. Leicester.
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CHRISTMAS @ Hot Pot Pottery 2021:
Alongside our usual classes and activities, it is great to be
back offering Christmas activities again after last year - so
PLEASE support local business and local craft. Come on
down!

SAT DECEMBER 4th 10.30-3.30:
Christmas Fayre & Christmas Pottery Painting and Making
Get your Christmas Presents all sorted and support local business and artists
while you are at it!

A celebration of everything Christmas with a range of locally
made crafts for sale (including our pottery) to
make great Christmas Presents. Local artists with
items for sale will include returning artists Ann
Watt and Frances Palmer.
OR make your own presents by booking a space for Pottery
Painting between 10.30 and 3.30 (we have a fantastic Christmas Range) or have a go at making
your own Christmas Pottery Presents in a
special 2 hour Christmas Pottery Making Session 10.30-12.30.

Pottery website: www.hotpotpottery.co.uk
Follow us on Social Media for all our Latest News and Reviews:
https://www.facebook.com/hotpotpottery
https://twitter.com/HotPotPottery
https://www.facebook.com/HoBAccommodation
https://twitter.com/HouseofBreadFoD
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Yummy Christmas Food too! Come on down!

MON DECEMBER 6th – 10.30-1.30 (ish)
Silver Pendant Making Workshop with Chris Lewis @Hot Pot Pottery
At Hot Pot Pottery we love working with other artists and we are
delighted to be hosting one of Chris Lewis’ fab-u-lous jewellery making workshops here. Spend a morning creating a beautiful silver pendant either for yourself as a treat for Christmas (or maybe someone
could treat you to the workshop!) or for someone special in your life.

In Chris’s own words: ‘Three hours of fun, designing, sawing,
hammering, soldering and making your very own silver pendant which
you get to take home at the end. All materials and tools are provided
and teaching is with a professional Jewellery Designer. Bring an apron
and wear old clothes.’
Price: £95.00 (includes festive refreshments).

Contact: Hello@chrislewisjewellerydesign.com/07885829316 for
more details or to book.

33

.

St Mary’s English Bicknor
Annual Christmas Bazaar
and coffee morning
Saturday 4th December
Bicknor Village Hall.
10.00am to 12.00.
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A Christmas
Musical Entertainment
with the

Drybrook and District Male Voice Choir
plus Special Guests

at

English Bicknor Village Hall
Ross Road, English Bicknor
7.30 p.m. Saturday 27th November 2021
It’s been two years since our last Christmas Concert and so we are
really looking forward to being back in English Bicknor Village Hall in
something approaching normal circumstances. Come and enjoy a
varied and entertaining programme of music, including the chance
for a festive singalong, in a programme designed to get everyone in a
Christmassy mood even if it is only the end of November.
Tickets are £6 and can be obtained in advance from :
Charles Taylor, 07989331189 and 837943
email: charlestaylor2405@gmail.com
or will be available on the door.

Look forward to seeing you there!
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West Dean Committee
Cancer Research UK
Invites you to

Christmas
Afternoon Tea
Date: Thursday 25th November 2021
Time: 2.00pm—4.00pm
Place: Forest Hills Golf Club
Mile End, Coleford

£8 per person
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THE FOREST FOODBANK

THE FOREST FOODBANK IS OPEN, WE
ARE HERE FOR YOU
Forest Food Bank
Below are some of the items that are currently
in short supply.
Tinned Potatoes
UHT Milk
Fish
Jam
Jellies
Tinned Tomatoes
Deodorant
Washing up Liquid
Washing Powder/Liquid
NO PASTA PLEASE.

Donations can be dropped off at the following places
Co-ops in Lydney and Coleford
Lidl in Coleford
Eskimart in Coleway
Vale Butchers in Drybrook
Kevin’s Butchers in Mitcheldean
Post Office in Ruardean
The Main Place in Coleford
Town Council Offices in Coleford.
Thank you everyone: your donations are much appreciated
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Community Contacts
The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust
A support service in times of difficulty
If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact the Community
Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District Council on 01594 812447 or 01594
812399.

Gloucestershire Police
Find out about local police activity and link in to the various ways you can find support and information by going online to
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/forest-of-dean/

English Bicknor Chit Chat
The Facebook page contains information about the village and local events. If you
are not a Facebook user and would like anything added then please email
Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk

Barnwood Trust
Information and help applying for grants from the trust is available from the Forest
of Dean Office on 01594 839191
Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website
www.christchurchfod.org.uk
VICTIM SUPPORT: 4 Lords Hill, Coleford GL16 : 01594 810190

If you run a community organisation and would like the details published in
the magazine on this page, please contact Judith on 01594 781436
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Friendly Foot Healthcare Professional
FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS

Home Visits

Member of the College of Foot Health Professionals and the British Association of Foot Health

Martine Smith

Tel: 07760731595 or 01594 834537
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SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2
Two nights min. Start any day. Long lets. Pet Friendly.
Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door

Claire & Darren Scales
Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY
01600 773220 info@rocklodge.co.uk www.rocklodge.co.uk

Look After Your Feet
AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU
Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you

Patricia Stott MCFHP MAFHP

Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606

Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health

S. Hall
Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment
SPARES and REPAIRS

Welding and Fabrication work undertaken

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA
Tel: 01594 833063 Email forestdrift@outlook.com

General Builders
Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works
Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ

Call Dean on 01594832384
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED

We provide the following services within
most areas of the Forest of Dean
Community Transport and Outings
Lunch clubs at English Bicknor
(Tuesday) and The Pludds
(Friday)
Art Club at
Pludds Village Hall
Benefit Advice
Signposting: if we can’t help we know
who can
All our services are run by volunteers.
For more information about any of our services, or
to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please
call our office on 01594 860143
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars,
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire specialists
Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a reservation on

01594 833517
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