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Flowers appear on the earth: the season of singing has come and the
cooing of doves is heard in the land
Song of Songs 2:12

50p

Face to Face

It has been a long time coming.
Now, at last.

St Mary the Virgin
and
Christchurch
Can re-open the doors for
Sunday Worship

Back in Church

Welcome

SUNDAY MAY 23rd
THE FEAST OF PENTECOST
The day when The Church was born
Come and join in Community worship and thanksgiving
St Mary 9.30am
Christchurch 11am.
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From the Vicarage:
‘Are we there yet’? Hands up if you have heard that
from the back of the car? My mind then goes
straight to ‘SHREK’ and I say to Owen; ‘
‘SHUT UP DONKEY!’
We are all hoping and I suspect, praying that we are
‘nearly there’ in terms of the lifting of restrictions, being able to see
our families in our homes; being able to enjoy the sports we love;
being able to meet up in pubs, clubs, gardens, homes, churches,
village halls and community rooms.
Just writing that has helped me realise how much we have missed
this last year. Now, don’t get me wrong! I am not one for lots of
hugs! I am not the most ‘outgoing person. In fact I am a bit introvert!
So, if I am missing all the places and people we long to share our days
with, it must be far worse for those who are a little bit extrovert.
In the middle of that, let’s remember that there are a lot of people
who have been ‘Shielding’ for most of the last year. They will feel
nervous and anxious while others celebrate and rejoice. Some people
have discovered new ways of living; new ways of being productive
and constructive in their own space. Other have just sat there
‘chewing the bit’ and raring to ‘get back to normal’. There are those
whose business and livelihood had been put in turmoil and who feel
very insecure about what the future holds.
All at the same time, our Posties, Bin collectors, shop keepers,
delivery drivers, who have kept life ‘ticking over’ for us, need a big
THANK YOU!
They have all gone above and beyond what could be expected.
Often putting themselves at risk for our sake.
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So, ’ARE WE THERE YET’!...... The answer is ‘NO’! But we are on the
way and if we keep on looking after each other, taking account of
how others may be feeling and making sure we don’t ‘rush back’ to
what we used to do; we may get there in the end.
The Christian faith is all about HOPE! We have just celebrated Easter.
The time when we remember
that Jesus broke the fear of
death by showing us that it was
not the end. In the Bible,
Chapter 11 of the letter to the
Hebrews, (well worth reading
by the way… just about half way through the New Testament) begins
with these words:
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
A Prayer:
Dear God,
This year has been frightening, strange and difficult. Thank you for
those who have worked to keep us safe. Please uphold those who
are in fear for the future and help me and everyone else to take
time to care enough to keep others safe as we travel on. ‘We are
not there yet!’, but we trust that you will lead us on the journey
ahead. Amen.
Tony Williams
RECTOR
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Prayers for May
Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
with the sight of the risen Lord;
gives us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.
To seek God means first of all to let yourself be found by him.
Rule for a New Brother.
Because He Lives
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus;
He came to love, heal and forgive;
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
an empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives.
Because He lives I can face tomorrow;
because He lives all fear is gone;
because I know He holds the future,
and life is worth the living
Just because He lives.
William J. Gaither.
An American singer/songwriter.
His gospel song ‘Because he lives’ has been widely recorded
Give me
A pure heart
That I may see thee,
A humble heart
That I may hear thee,
A heart of love
That I may serve thee,
A heart of faith
That I may abide in thee.
Dag Hammarskjold.

Dag Hammarskjold 1905– 1961
Was a Swedish polymath who in 1947
became the second, and, to date, the
youngest Secretary general of the United
Nations.
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“The first thing that stuck in the minds of the disciples was not
the empty tomb, but rather the empty grave clothes-undisturbed
in form and position.”
Josh McDowell.
Peace is what I leave you, it is my own peace that I give you.
John 14:27.
Loving Lord, you sent your Son Jesus into the world to teach us how to love,
to be loved and to show us how to love and to show us how to love one another. Help us to walk in His wonderful footsteps. Give us the courage to
live a life of love, keeping our spirits up lifted with faith in your love for us
all. Amen.
Watches, cars and Christians can all look good and shiny.
But watches don’t tick, cars don’t go and Christians don’t make difference
without insides.
For a Christian, that’s the Holy Spirit.
Tim Downs.

Duty makes us do things well,
but love makes us do them beautifully.
Rev Phillip Brooks
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

From the Parish Records
Shirley Lennette Cooper 84
Funeral at Christchurch on 22April
2021 followed by internment in
the churchyard
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The return of face to face services
Following the church services on May 23rd it is anticipated that in- church
services will once more be held on each Sunday, and on other special days.
Next month’s magazine should have full details but it is hoped that evening
services will start again in June and our once familiar pattern can return.
The church team have gained much valuable experience of streaming
services online and it is expected that this will continue once we are back
together so that those of you who prefer can still join us at home.
It is people who make a church, not stones nor wood nor slate, and that
has been demonstrated so many times in the last year—
but it will be so good to be back in the building

Forest Food Bank
The Forest Food bank is fairly well stocked at the moment but is short of
Tinned potatoes
Instant Mash
Tinned Fish
Deodorant
Hand Wash
Donations can be dropped off at the following places
Co-ops in Lydney and Coleford
Lidl in Coleford
Eskimart in Coleway
Vale Butchers in Drybrook
Kevin’s Butchers in Mitcheldean
Post Office in Ruardean
The Main Place in Coleford
Town Council Offices in Coleford.
Thank you everyone: your donations are much
appreciated
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Lent Soup Appeal update
There has been an amazing response to this Lent Appeal with
donations currently exceeding £500. Donations are still forthcoming.
A final figure will appear in the June magazine.
The money raised is being used to support the women prisoners at
Eastwood Park Prison where Rev. Tony is a chaplain. He has talked
with the other chaplains at the prison and with the women and here
is his update.
‘So far we have spent some money on providing materials to
support our women in bereavement. It is incredibly sad that
when someone they love and care for dies, they may not be
able to be part of the mourning process with family and
friends. To date, I have bought books of prayers for the
Chaplains to use at times of loss, laminated copies of the
'Footprints' poem for the women to keep, and also copies of
the Archbishop’s Lent Book which enables prayer and
reflection whatever the time of year.
We are exploring with the women what would be the best
use of the bulk of the Lent giving from our Parishes and will
up-date everyone as soon as we have a clear picture.
One thing is certain, this act of giving and support is very
unusual. We have only one other church that regularly
'gives' to support the women we care for, so, thank you to
everyone who supported our Lent giving from all the women
in our care at HMP Eastwood Park.’
Thank you so much to all who have contributed.

Church Discussion Group
The Church Discussion Group continues on Zoom. The next meetings
are at on May 11th and 25th. They start at 10.30 am. Please bring
your own coffee and contact Carol on 837207 for further details.
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English Bicknor W I News
Now that restrictions have eased a little our WI is gradually branching out. Our Tuesday walks are in full swing (although still in distanced groups) The weather has been kind and we have even enjoyed a coffee outside! On April 1st we held Easter treasure hunts on
the hall field, and it was good to get together in small groups. On
May 27th we are carrying out a litter pick in various areas in the locality. Future outdoor activities will be a pottery class, a croquet
afternoon, and an afternoon tea. We are hoping for beautiful weather! Our May and June meetings will be held on Zoom and our speaker will join us to deliver his presentation before we have an informal
chat. We very much hope that we can meet face to face in the hall
for our July meeting. In normal times meetings are held at 7pm on
the first Thursday of the month at the village hall. For further details
please contact Sue Yemm on 01594 860845

English Bicknor and District Gardening Club
Exciting news!
English Bicknor and District Gardening Club plans to recommence
activities on Tuesday 25th May 2021 with a visit to Woodview at
The Doward.
We will meet at English Bicknor Village Hall ay 6pm and the cost of
the visit, including refreshments, will be £5 and for visitors £7.
Please contact Pat Drinkall (861025) by 7th May if you would like to
attend as numbers are restricted in line with current Covid regulations.
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A very belated thank you
On Saturday mornings at 9am on Radio 4 is a programme I really like
to listen to. They have guests, some I do not know, some I do, but
always interesting with chat and laughs. It passes the time while
doing the kitchen chores. They also have phone calls where people
call in to thank someone who helped them at a difficult time and they
have not had time to thank them for coming to their rescue.
Although I am a little late, I felt that it is time I did a ‘thank you’ too.
When Dave was in Gloucester Royal Hospital and I was travelling each
day to visit him and staying late with him, I was so pleased to see him.
But then, unknown to me, a group of angels came to my aid and arranged a rota to bring me home each day.
I would like to thank all of you who collected me each day and also
visited Dave when he was on the ward or receiving treatment. He
really appreciated the visitors and I was so glad of the lifts too.
Thank you, to you all for your help and kindness to both of us. I may
be a little late but Radio 4 prompted me to put pen to paper.
Recently I had a birthday. I woke up in the morning and thought
“What shall I do today?” as nothing was arranged. Did I have surprises!!!
Thank you to all the friends who called with special thoughts on my
special day.
Thank you, everyone.
Joan Atherley
Christchurch
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Acorns Preschool
New provision opening September 2021 at Berry Hill
Primary School

New teacher-led Acorns preschool.
Integrated with our Reception Class to provide
althrough, high quality Early-Years experience for
children aged 3-5 years.
Flexible sessions Monday to Friday during term-time:
3 hour morning session: 8.45-11.45am (£12)
3 hour afternoon session: 12.15-3.15pm (£12)
Option to stay for lunch: 11.45-12.15pm
(£2, nutritious healthy meals cooked fresh on
site, or bring packed lunch).
Glos CC funding accepted, employer vouchers accepted.
Before or after school provision is a possibility through
our Buddies Club – please ask if you would be interested in this.

#Acorns-to-Oak

Join us as an Acorn in our preschool
leave us as an Oak in Year 6
Contact 01594 832262 /
admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk for more info or
to book places for September.
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Berry Hill Community Orchard

Needs You!
Have you ever thought about getting involved
in the orchard? We are a friendly, easy going
bunch and would welcome some more
members to join us.
You don’t have to commit to hours, you don’t
need any experience or knowledge, we will
point you in the right direction.
Just come along whenever you are free, bring
the children along to play and get some fresh
air at the same time.
If you would like to find out more, contact Jo
on 837052 jorevill74@gmail.com or message
Berry Hill Community Orchard on facebook.
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There is a beautiful recitation of this poem available on Berry Hill Life. Well
worth seeking out—but have a handkerchief ready.
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UPDATE FROM HOT POT POTTERY - RE-OPENING SCHEDULE!
We have missed you! Please book in with us and visit us soon! It has been a
looooong time! See below for our re-opening information and schedule
(assuming everything stays on track).
At Hot Pot Pottery we are registered with Visit England’s ‘Good to Go’ and The
World Travel & Tourism Council’s ‘Safe Travels’ Schemes to keep Covid-19 risks
as low as possible and encourage responsible behaviour on-site and in relation to
bookings.
We expect to be able to open for on-site POTTERY TRIAL CLASSES for SINGLE
HOUSEHOLD/BUBBLE BOOKINGS from April 12th and MIXED HOUSEHOLD
BOOKINGS for ALL CLASSES & GROUP MEALS from May 17th 2021.
We hope to be able to bring POTTERY PAINTING back on-site and host LARGER
PARTIES from June 21st 2021.
We also have POTTERY PAINTING KITS FOR HIRE or you can BOOK-A-BROWSE in
our GALLERY/SHOP.
FYI:
We have a few spaces left on our ONE DAY THROWING WORKSHOPS towards
the end of the summer which are on a Sunday once a month 10-5 (inc. lunch).
We will be starting a 6 WEEK COURSE Monday afternoons 2-4 or evenings 68 from Monday May 17th & have a few spaces left on both sessions (max 6 people on each).
THE HOUSE OF BREAD (HOLIDAY COTTAGES) - if you have relatives/friends looking for self-catering accommodation in the local area, we will be opening for single household/bubbles from April 12th and for mixed household bookings from
May 17th (again assuming all stays on track).
-Kind Regards
Katie Winterborne
The House of Bread (Holiday Cottages) & Hot Pot Pottery
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English Pastoral James Rebanks.
A review by Sue
I heard this book on Radio 4 (Book of the Week in January) and enjoyed it so much I
wanted to read it for myself. Very few authors make me cry, and James Rebanks
has become one of them! Perhaps Covid related in this strange year, but more likely
because the “Pastoral” in the title is one I remember from my own childhood. How
farms used to be in the 1950s and 60s - cows suckling their calves in the fields, thick
hedges alive with birdsong, awkward shaped meadows full of wild flowers, especially orchids. Butterflies everywhere in the summer months. A wave of nostalgia......
James Rebanks was born in 1974 on a small rented farm in Cumbria. Post-war
intensive agriculture was well established but prices were dropping and debts were
rising. His father was exhausted and bad tempered from running the farm single
handed with the bank manager on his back and James opting out as much as he
could.
Five miles deeper into the hills, his grandfather owned an even smaller farm
which hadn’t changed in decades. He used the traditional Cumbrian system of
rotational crops and livestock grazing without fertilizer and without sileage. All the
winter feed for the cattle was grown on the farm. James admired his grandfather
and at some point in his early teens, began to spend more time with him as a kind
of apprenticeship in learning how to understand the land and the animals in a
different way.
Back on James’s family farm, “progress” continued. His father couldn’t
compete without using the new breeds of cattle and sheep, buying artificial
fertilizers and expensive equipment, trying to make ends meet while knowing the
soil was depleted and seagulls had long since stopped following the plough. James
watched it happening on their own farm and on most of their neighbours’ farms.
Disillusionment set in. When his grandfather died, James inherited the hill farm and
moved there with his wife and young family. He was bound upon a course to find a
way of farming that was true to the love he and his grandfather felt for the place
while at the same time welcoming modern conservation ideas and trying to make a
living. The last section - "Utopia" - is a very moving and inspirational account of how
he did this.
The book was published in 2020, while Brexit was labouring towards its
conclusion. On December 31st 2020, we left the EU and the Common Agricultural
Policy came to an end in the UK. One of the delightful aspects of reading English
Pastoral is to hear echoes of its text coming out of the mouths of George Eustice
and the Farming Minister, Victoria Prentice, as they tour the country talking to
farmers about the new scheme - Environmental Land Management - which will
replace the CAP.
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Quiz for May
1. Where in the human body would you find the smallest muscle?
2. In trigonometry what is calculated by dividing the adjacent
by the hypotenuse?

3. Who was the inventor of the hovercraft?
4. The moons of which planet are all named after characters from
Shakespeare's plays?

5. How many incisor teeth should an adult human have?
6. Which vitamin has the chemical name of RETINOL?
7. Which element is number 8 in the periodic table?
8. What is the home of a rabbit called?
9. Who invented the television?
10. Lignite and anthracite are both forms of what?

11. What does the file extension "pdf " stand for?
12. Gelbvieh, Corriente and Dexter are all breeds of which animal?
13. What is measured in Ohms?
14. In which Welsh town would you find the World 's largest Camera Obscura?

15. Where in the human body would you find alveoli?
16. What was founded by Jimmy Wales in 2001?
17. Which scale has talc at one and diamond at ten?
18. In medical terms what is BMI?
19. Originating in Corsica, what breed of animal is a CURSINO?
20. Phylloxera is a pest affecting what plant?
Answers on page 29
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Looking after the Forest
These are the intrepid litter-pickers
of Bicknor out in the Tump Lane
collecting the rubbish others have
left behind.
It is good to see such young and
enthusiastic people helping to keep
the Forest clean for both humans
and animals.

Max, Harry , George, William
and Maisie:
Litter Picker Champions of

Max, Harry, George, William and Maisie were kitted up with wellies,
and hi-viz jackets . Adults were on hand to pick up anything broken
or dangerous while the youngsters concentrated on plastic bags and
other rubbish which could be picked up using their long litter pickers

They worked for two and a half
hours and found quite a lot of
rubbish.

Thank you and
Well done.
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Hope Springs Eternal

Thank you
To everyone who added to the Hope Springs Eternal
display outside Christchurch.
The display brought smiles to the faces of those passing by, there
were many admiring comments concerning the skill of knitters and
crochetters .
The display will be there for a little while longer so it is not too late to
add your creation.
Thank you all.

Christchurch
showing the Hope
Springs Eternal
display and the Palm
Crosses decorated by
the children of
Berry Hill School

Photograph by Carol Turley
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Farmyard Frolics & Rural Snippets
Life here on the farm has gone on pretty much as usual since the last paper
edition (on line stuff and zoom etc has no appeal to us). We’ve not had many
problems with the recent calving and only have two cows remaining to calve. We
had the good luck of having a clear TB test in December but sadly have had to
say goodbye to our stock bull due to arthritis, therefore are in the process of
looking for a replacement.
During the last 6 months, the grass area by the telephone kiosk has become
known as the village green. This is because it has been a meeting place on
numerous occasions, Christmas tree lights, Carol singing, midnight auld lang syne
on New Years Eve, our Fergie tractor driving through the village on
Captain Tom’s funeral day to encourage people out to pay last respects and the
impromptu social distance wake that took place on the green was probably
larger than the official one !! Teddy bears, not to mention an adult Easter hunt
using wine and prosecco bottles ( full, obviously ! ) A few of us singing happy
birthdays on the pavement, any excuse for a bit of fun, so fair to say that not
even a lockdown could stop cakes and a glass of bubbly in Bicknor.

Michael Mayers
Interior/Exterior

General Builder
All jobs considered

Over 20 years Experience
Friendly and Reliable Service
Home; 01594 810708 Mobile 07810642784
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Bottles to Bricks
First a Thank You! We have about 100 bottles in the Green bin and stored in a local
garage.
When we first introduced Bottle to Bricks via the Parish Magazine nearly 18 months
ago none of us knew if it was an idea which would interest people. Stuffing a
recyclable bottle with the scraps of plastic which cannot, at present, be recycled
seemed like a good idea. None of us knew just how much effort is needed to get a
bottle so full that the sides will not bend at all. To make them as hard as bricks, in
fact. Anything less is, sadly, not much use as a brick.
Also, 18 months ago, the website www.ecobrick.org (the main source of
information and contact) happily gave out the names of places which would collect
filled bottles and make good use of them. This was to help small organisations who
might take too long to gather enough bottle-bricks to make a useable structure.
Since then, however, because of the difficulty of making a really firm bottle, the
rules have changed and now only those bottles which have been certified by a
trained inspector can be passed on.
So where does this leave us?
Firstly, the bottle you are filling at the moment will need to be the last one for here
and the bin will be removed on 15th May.
All the bottles which can be used as bricks will be sorted out and once we know
how many there are we can decide whether there are enough to make a structure
or if we will have to get them certified to pass on to another organisation.
Those bottle which are not quite good enough for bricks will be recycled in the
usual way.
As you will understand there is considerable disappointment amongst those of us
who championed the idea that the rules have changed. If any of you have contacts
who are using the bottles and would like more, please get in touch so that we can
pass on those which will be of use to them..

Thank You for taking part.
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ENGLISH BICKNOR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Old Roads
and
Green Lanes
With Heather Hurley

Heather is the author of many widely-respected books on the history
of our area, and has talked to us about trade on the Wye.

Thursday 13th May
7.30pm, English Bicknor Village Hall
Entry: £2.50, FREE for EBLHG members – join on the door

Contact: Claire Scales info@rocklodge.co.uk 01600 773220
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English Bicknor Local History Group are restarting our bimonthly talks. Up and coming are:
Christchurch Graves, with John Belcher
– Thursday 8 July
Place Names and their Meanings, with Dr Simon Draper
– Thursday 9 September
Everyone is welcome, do hope to see you.
Any old Bicknor photos or interesting historical objects?
I have put the photos I was generously lent for the Village
Hall Anniversary a few years ago on our website
(www.englishbicknorlhg.co.uk) and was hoping for more.
We will have a stall at the Village Fete. If you have any
items we could borrow that show some of our history – do
get in touch.
Thanks, Claire
info@rocklodge.co.uk 01600 773220
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A dog in the time of Covid
Quick catch-up for those who could not source the magazine on line: we
acquired a puppy in February, in common with many who bought dogs during
the Covid crisis. Having been a dog-owner for many years, but without one for
some time, I have been intrigued by the considerable changes in nutrition and
training that canine research has informed in the last 20 years. The potential to
have calm, social dogs has greatly improved since I last had a dog and although
all my previous animals were (allegedly) well trained I see now that there were
things I could have done much better. Bella is learning faster that my other dogs
with the help of a treat-based regime and vastly improved dog-food.
Two months on: the night-time shouts to be let out for a pee have shifted from
1am to 4.30 am or even later. (Lots of praise when she once made it through to
6am!). Accidents in the house are now rare although if I ignore the loving bite to
my nose which is her final, exasperated signal that she needs to go out; well, she
can hardly be blamed for any subsequent puddles.
She eats anything but unlike Labrador puppies who have a genetic reasons for
not knowing when they have had enough food, Bella just wants to try everything.
Slivers of apple and carrot peelings are favourites. Her sense of smell is amazing
and the ‘hide a treat under a cup’ game lasted just two sessions. On the third
occasion she found the treat every time no matter how I moved the cups
(the treat is hidden under one of three cups) and looked up as if to say, ‘come
on, make it harder—I can do this’.
She is, of course, not allowed food from the table where humans are eating. She
will sit looking up at which ever human she thinks will be the easily persuaded,
with a look of complete starvation on her face and after a few minutes of being
ignored starts to sing. First a soft mewing noise of three undulating notes, then a
slightly louder sustained note, usually with a bit of a flourish at the end. Sometimes the song progresses to a short, deep bark. That is when she is put into the
conservatory with her cage and toys. When the meal is over and we go to find
her, she will have emptied everything out of her cage and strewn it around the
floor. Ignore me at your peril, she seems to be saying.
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The Merrie Month of May
In Britain, May often brings the first real warmth of the year and gardeners begin
to have a bit more confidence that frosty nights are over for the time being and
plants will begin to grow.
The month is named after the Roman Goddess Maia, a goddess of fertility, and it is
perhaps for this reason that the first of May has been celebrated for centuries with
the gathering of flowers and songs.
Maypole dancing was once a common practice throughout
England (and elsewhere) as part of a day of joy and
celebration that winter was over. The weaving of ribbons in
patterns around the pole was thought, by the Puritans, to
symbolise the worship of trees. Such pagan imagery was
offensive to them and so the innocent but skilled pastime was banned. Charles II
re-instated Mayday celebration when the monarchy was restored in 1660.
In Padstow, Cornwall, the Hobby Horse makes an
appearance on 1st May, prancing around the town to
cries of ‘Oss, Oss’ from the crowds gathered to see it.
No one knows why the horse - ‘Obby Oss’ is the local
name— is there, nor why it does not look much like a
horse, but it would not be Mayday with out it.
Morris Men also perform on May 1st and, apart from Forest men, one of the most
well known group performs in Oxford. Following the singing of the choristers at
the top of Magdalene Tower, who greet the dawn with their joyful voices, the
Morris Men dance through the town to Broad Street. The parties continue for most
of the day with picnics by, and often in, the river.
In Derbyshire well dressing has continued for over 500 years with elaborate flower
decorations and a strong sense of competition between the various villages.
Sadly, many of these events will be cancelled again this year as we ease cautiously
out of the Covid restrictions. But if the weather is kind on May 1st, then local
picnics and the crowning of a family Queen of the May might be a way of continuing
the long line of Mayday traditions until they can return, hopefully in 2022.
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Commemorative dates in May
Historically, May is a busy month with events happening on every day of the
month and at least one month-long event no spreading to many other countries:
National Smile Month. The aim is to provide dental care to poorer countries while
reminding us of the importance of good diet and hygiene in the care of our own
teeth.
May 1st 1611 King James Bible published for the first time. There were two
editions printed that year known as the ‘he and ‘she’ versions due to a mis-print in
the final clause of Ruth 3:15. A later mis-print gave rise to the Wicked Bible and a
fine of £300 for the printers. They inadvertently omitted ‘not’ from the wording of
the seventh commandment
May 4th 1471 The Battle of Tewksbury. This was the final battle in the War of the
Roses when Henry Tudor defeated Richard III and took the crown on the battlefield. Henry, of course, was born at Monmouth Castle and during a bit of a
peripatetic childhood, including a spell of exile in France, was trained by his
mother for kingship. She remained an influence on crown and government for the
rest of her life. Not always very benevolently, however.
May 6th 1954 Roger Banister ran the first sub-4 minute mile. The astonishment
and joy with which this was greeted in Oxford is hard to recall now when the speed
is considered just the starting point for elite athletes. At the time, however, there
was a ‘buzz’ in Oxford and those of us who dared, bunked off school to see a rangy
young man in flapping shorts conquer the cinder track at Iffley Road.
May 11th 973 Edgar the Peaceful was crowned king of England in Bath Abbey.
Edgar succeeded in uniting the various sub-kingdoms and in doing so set a
precedent which lasts to this day. Wales and Scotland were not included in the
unification. Edward I lost patience with constant Welsh raids over the marches
between England and Wales and in 1207 finally conquered the last of the
recalcitrant tribes and Wales became part of England. Scotland remained a
separate country until James I of England and IV of Scotland took the throne following the death of Elizabeth I. The Act of Union, creating, in effect Great Britain
was signed on 1st May 1707. Edgar showed that there is strength in unity but it
took nearly 600 years for the rest of the county to accept this.
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Answers to Quiz for May

1. In the ear.
2. Cosine.
3. Christopher Cockerell.
4. Uranus.
5. Eight.

6. Vitamin A.
7. Oxygen.
8

Burrow

9

John Logie Baird.

10 Coal.
11 Portable Document
Format.
12

Cow.

13

Electrical resistance.

14

Aberystwyth.

15

The lungs.

16

Wikipedia.

17 Mohs' scale.
18

Body Mass Index.

19

A Dog.

20 Grape vines.

29

This poem’s name became the title of my autobiography which describes
my childhood in the 1950s. Many of its chapters were published in Cotswold
Life magazine. There’s a saying that happiness can be counted in moments
not days. I am so lucky that these moments still warm me. Each memory is
like a penny spinning and “in their twists of time I have found my wealth.”
THE WEALTH OF PENNIES
By Ann Harvey
I remember donkey days.
With regal back
I would view a perfect world
of waves to hurdle, sand to dig.
Sitting in a moulded car
with its bucket steering wheel,
I could zoom round the dunes
and be back for picnic treat
of gritty squashed sandwich and flat lemonade.
It would rain only at night
as we tightly sat round a table, playing cards.
With unfinished game, eyelids dropped.
Huddled in narrow bunks
the day dissolved into dreams
with the rhythm of raindrops on the caravan roof.
I remember Harvest days.
Sitting in a choir stall
viewing apples on artificial grass.
Of bread shaped into sheaves of corn
and Summer blooms a plenty
to adorn the proud produce
neatly laid, arranged with care,
and I could tell which marrow was ours.
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I remember frosty days.
Of ice-nipped fingers
warmed by coals glowing,
as hot chunks of bread were toasted
on a long twisted fork.
I remember being lifted out of a metal bath
engulfed with warm towel,
feeling as a princess wrapped in a stole,
then bustled with speed into night clothes,
leaving only small wet prints,
on a home made rug.
I remember crocus days.
Of counting buds
as they peel and shine
in my handkerchief plot of care.
Of squashed nose on shop window
gazing at eggs, as large as my head,
with satin bows to keep and treasure.
As seasons turn like pennies spinning,
each has but a short time to turn;
yet the brilliance of their form
and the memory of their movement
may fade, but never be lost.
For in their twists of time
I have found my wealth.
————————————————————————————————This lovely imagery will mean most to those who shopped prior to
1971, or who remember the joys of ‘sums’ in school where it was
necessary to add £12 5s and tuppence ha’p’ny to £3 9s and 11 pence
three farthings. Try the same sum as a subtraction and you will
wonder why we ever argued about changing to decimal currency!
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From scarf………………….to scarf

by The Inept Knitter

With more time on my hands as a result of lockdown I thought I’d take up knitting.
Again. My attempts in the past were restricted to baby cardigans, characterised
by lop-sided fronts where the buttons had to be sewn on in an eccentric manner
so that they met the buttons holes. The cardigans served their purpose of keeping
babies warm and neither child noticed the odd-sized arms and occasion hole
where a stitch had dropped.
Later, I embarked on an adult size mohair jumper. In orange. With leg warmers to
match. They were fashionable back then, mohair and leg warmers. But mohair

made me sneeze and although I took up the needles in October, by May
there was little more than half the back hanging limply from the needle.
Both needles, in fact, as I was interrupted half way through a row and put
the knitting down never to pick it up again. A friend took pity on me some
years later and rescued the thing. She made a scarf from the sad remnants
of my efforts, leg warmers and orange jumpers being out of fashion by
then.
Needing a challenge during the enforced isolation I looked out a longforgotten book of Kaffe Fassett. He is a designer of textiles and uses a
complication of colours and patterns drawn from Japanese Art, Turkish
rugs , Spanish architecture and Islamic tilework for his creations. His book
suggests starting with a scarf and the pattern didn’t look too difficult. So
finding some long-lost needles and some wool left over from a weaving
project, I began.
Knitters, I think, must have a mathematical and spatial side to their brain
that I lack. There is also an arcane language that defeats me - tog 2,p1 slp
st and reverse— anyone?
I am meeting my friend again shortly . I wonder if she remembers the
mohair scarf and if she would like a more ambitious and colourful project
to reinforce our friendship of so many years?
This is an edited version of an article which first appeared in the July/August on-line magazine.
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Paying for the Parish Magazine
The magazine is printed for us by a printer in Bishops Stortford who says that
providing a service to small congregations is part of his Christian giving. Even so,
the unit cost is around 75p. This is considerably less than can be achieved by
other printers and we are very grateful for his support.
Some of the cost is defrayed by advertising, some by donation , some by one-off
gifts and we have the promise of a small subsidy should we need it. If we do have
to use the subsidy it will mean taking funds from other, arguably more important,
causes . We need to pay our way without subsidy if at all possible.
The principle way of paying for the magazine is by readers paying the cover price.
We are, incidentally, very grateful to those who regularly overpay and are happy
to support anyone who feels that the cover price is beyond their budget.
No one HAS to pay.
But the more who do, the better the bank account and the better Jeff is pleased!
We will be asking for 50p per copy for 2021/22.
Our financial year starts in February and the first three editions have been on-line
for which there is no cost to readers at present. The subscription for the year will
therefore be £3.50 for the remaining seven issues.
If you have your magazine delivered then please give your money to your
distributor, either monthly or annually. Annually is best if at all possible. Please
put the money in an envelope and give to your distributor when s/he next
delivers a magazine. Make sure your name on the envelope so that Jeff knows
who has paid. Named copies can be left in either church should you prefer to
make an annual payment and collect when convenient: otherwise copies in church
should be paid for at the time.
Payment can be made in cash, by cheque or by BACS. Please label BACS payment
Parish Magazine
BACS Payments should be made to
Christchurch and English Bicknor Magazine;
sort code 309529,
Account 01151465
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Keeping in touch
During the current lockdown, and for the foreseeable future, on-line links have
developed which aim to connect parishioners in the benefice. Please contact the
named person (where given) for further information and a link to the Zoom
meeting. If you are a stranger to Zoom, any of the named people will be happy to
explain the system.
Church Discussion Group held Fortnightly on a Tuesday morning starting at 10.30
am. Contact Carol Turley on 01594 837207
Church services. During lockdown these are based as from Christchurch and are
available via the Christchurch website (christchurchfod.org.uk). There is a Zoom
service at 11 am every Sunday and also one at 6.pm based on BCP.
One joys of the Zoom service is the ability to sing loudly to Andy’s playing. We, the
congregation, keep our microphones off to make listening easier, so there is
no-one to complain that we are slightly off-key
Please contact Barbara on 01594 837270 if you would like a link to the Sunday
service.
Friends of Christchurch Coffee morning. These are held on a Saturday morning.
For the last few months these have been on Zoom but it is possible that we will be
able to revert to socially distanced outside meetings before too long.
Please contact Judith on 01594 781436 or judithbrickwood33@gmail.com if you
would like to join in.
Berry Hill Life is a Facebook page and an excellent source of up-to-the-minute local
news and information. Not to mention some pretty awful jokes at time—not rude:
just punny!
English Bicknor Chitchat is also a Facebook page and has news about the village.

Please let me know if you would like your organisation included in this listing.
Contact me on Judithbrickwood33@gmail.com
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Community Contacts

The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust
A support service in times of difficulty
If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact the Community
Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District Council on 01594 812447 or 01594
812399.

Gloucestershire Police
Find out about local police activity and link in to the various ways you can find support and information by going online to
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/forest-of-dean/

English Bicknor Chit Chat
The Facebook page contains information about the village and local events. If you
are not a Facebook user and would like anything added then please email
Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk

Barnwood Trust
Information and help applying for grants from the trust is available from the Forest
of Dean Office on 01594 839191
Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website
www.christchurchfod.org.uk
If you run a community organisation and would like the details published in the magazine on this page,
please contact Judith on 01594 781436
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Who is Who in the Benefice
Rector: Revd. Capt. Tony Williams, CA
Christchurch Vicarage Ross Road Christchurch Coleford GL16 7NS
01594 836751 revtonyw@hotmail.com
Ministry Team
Joan Atherley, Sue Boulter, Sandie Bradley, Maggie Fisher,
Jacqui Fudge (Reader in training), Rev Helen Rodwell ,
Carol Turley (Pastoral Team Leader), Glenda White-Miller (Reader) ,
Sally Whittington , Rev Cptn Tony Williams
Safeguarding Pam Iddiols and Andy Iddiols
Or email: pamela-spoooner@sky.com

01594 834598

Christchurch
Church Wardens:

David Fudge

01594 726144

Trevor Harvey

01594 835897

PCC Secretary

Judith Brickwood

01594 781436

Treasurer

Barbara Davies

01594 837270

Church Wardens ; Jennie McHattie

01594 834855

English Bicknor

Jan Furnival

01594 541566

PCC secretary

Jan Furnival

01594 541566

Treasurer

John Furnival

01594 541566

—————————————————————–—————————-Magazine editor
Judith Brickwood
01594 781436
Magazine Treasurer

Jeff Carrick

01594 860936

Benefice Website www.christchurchfod.org.uk
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SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2
Two nights min. Start any day. Long lets. Pet Friendly.
Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door

Claire & Darren Scales
Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY
01600 773220 info@rocklodge.co.uk www.rocklodge.co.uk

Look After Your Feet
AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU
Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you

Patricia Stott MCFHP MAFHP

Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606

Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health

S. Hall
Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment
SPARES and REPAIRS

Welding and Fabrication work undertaken

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA
Tel: 01594 833063 Email forestdrift@outlook.com

General Builders
Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works
Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ

Call Dean on 01594832384
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED

We provide the following services within
most areas of the Forest of Dean
Community Transport and Outings
Lunch clubs at English Bicknor
(Tuesday) and The Pludds
(Friday)
Art Club at
Pludds Village Hall
Benefit Advice
Signposting: if we can’t help we know
who can
All our services are run by volunteers.
For more information about any of our services, or
to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please
call our office on 01594 860143
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Friendly Foot Healthcare Professional
FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS

Home Visits

Member of the College of Foot Health Professionals and the British Association of Foot Health

Martine Smith

Tel: 07760731595 or 01594 834537
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars,
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire specialists
Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a reservation on

01594 833517
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