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From the Vicarage 
 
TIMES OF CHANGE. 
 
I watched the news today -Oh Boy’                 
(Anyone remember that song?) It went on to say ‘4,000 holes in 
Blackburn Lancashire!’  
 
Well, today the news is speaking about the Vaccine roll out, the 
floods that are coming, peoples hopes and fears about when we 
might be able to see our loved ones again, about what might happen 
at President Elect Jo Biden’s inauguration.  
Some people have stopped watching the news as it all seems to be 
about negative things, some, like me can’t switch it off. 
 
One thing is for sure, we live in changing and uncertain times and 
that causes a lot of fear along with not a few, silly speculations. 
 
So, how do we find some ‘solid ground’ in the middle of all this? 
Well, believe it or not, the bible has a lot to say about finding      
something solid in troubled times. 
 
King David, when he was being chased and threatened and in fear of 
his life wrote these words in Psalm 40: 
 
1 I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; 
he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. 
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 And in Psalm 46 he sings: 
 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 
 
Who can we trust? Who will never change in their love for us? 
 

Why not, in the middle of all that is happening, try looking to the 

God who loves us and the one who is right there with us every day. 

Never selling anything or trying to pull the wool over our eyes. 

Simply there, for you and for me! By our side ‘in times of trouble’. I 

am reminded of so many stories I have heard of people who have 

suffered in horrible circumstances but still found their ‘Hiding 

place’ in the God who loves them.  

Corrie ten Boom who lost her family in the gas 

chambers of the second world war says: 

"Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow. It 

empties today of its strength." 

 

 
 

 

Tony Williams 

Rector of Christchurch and St Mary English Bicknor.  
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February Prayers 
 
Dear Lord,  
Thank you so much for this new day. Thank you for car-
ing about me individually. Help me never to take you for 
granted but to     always be awed by your creation and your work 
in me. I pray to live this and every day for you. Amen. 
 
 
Dedication 
I hand over to your care, Lord 
my soul and body  
my mind and thoughts 
my prayers and hopes 
my health and my work 
my life and my death 
my parents and my family 
my friends and my neighbours 
my country and all men 
today and for ever. 
                    Bishop Lancelot Andrewes  1555-1626. 
 
 
You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his 
own. So then, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kind-
ness, humility gentleness and patience. Be tolerant with one an-
other and forgive one another whenever any of you has a com-
plaint against someone else. You must forgive one another just as 
the Lord has forgiven you. And to all these qualities add love, 
which binds all things together in perfect unity. 
 
                     Colossians 3: 12-14 
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I have found the paradox that if I love until it hurts, then there is 
no hurt, but only more love. 
                   Mother Teresa. 
 
“The day the Lord created hope was probably the same day he 
created spring” 
                  Bern Williams. 
 
 
Lord, help us to see that every sacrifice, every gesture of 
love, seen or unseen, however small, changes the World, 
and us forever. Amen. 
                Frank Topping. 
 
 
Today everything is possible 
Yesterday has gone. 
 
 
Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is useless.              
God is merciful and will hear your prayer. 
                 Saint Padre Pio. 

February 
“One month is past, another is begun, 
Since merry bells rang out the dying year, 
And buds of rarest green began to peer, 
As if impatient for a warmer sun; 
And though the distant hills are bleak and dun, 
The virgin snowdrop, like a lambent fire, 
Pierces the cold earth with it’s green-streaked spire 
And in dark woods, the wandering little one 
May find a primrose.” 
                H. Coleridge. 
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Keeping in touch 

During the current lockdown, and for the foreseeable future, on-line links have 

developed which aim to connect all the parishioners in the benefice.  Please con-

tact the named person (where given) for further information and  a link to the 

Zoom meeting.  If you are a stranger to Zoom, any of the named people will be 

happy to explain the system.  

Church Discussion Group  held Fortnightly on a Tuesday morning starting at 10.30 

am.   Contact Carol Turley on  

Church services. During lockdown these are based as from Christchurch and are 

available via the Christchurch website (christchurchfod.org.uk).  There is a Zoom 

service at 11 am every Sunday and also one at 6.30pm based on BCP. 

One joys of the Zoom service (there are many more)  is the ability to sing loudly to 

Andy’s playing. We, the congregation, keep our microphones off to make listening 

easier, so there is no-one to complain that we are slightly off-key 

Please contact Barbara on                                       if you would like a link to the Sun-

day service.  

Friends of Christchurch Coffee morning.  These are fortnightly and alternate 

morning (10.30 am) and afternoon (2.30pm) on a Saturday.  The next will be on 

Saturday 6th February at 2.30pm.  Please contact Judith on                                     

judithbrickwood33@gmail.com if you would like to join in.   

Berry Hill Life is a Facebook page and an excellent source of up-to-the-minute lo-

cal news and information.  Not to mention some pretty awful jokes at time—not 

rude: just punny! 

Please let me know if you would like your 

organisation included in this listing.           

Contact me on                                                 

judithbrickwood33@gmail.com 

So many coronavirus jokes out there, it’s a pundemic! 
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Joan Hillman (95)  

Funeral 27th November 12noon,                
Christchurch,                                                               
followed by burial at Mile End  

 
Beatrix (Trix) Thomas (96) 
 
Funeral 7th January, 12noon,                     
Christchurch,                                                          
followed by burial at Mile End.  

From the Parish record 

For Katrina’s  Sun Dial 

Time is too slow for those 

who wait 

Too swift for those who fear 

Too long for those who 

grieve 

Too short for those wo rejoice 

But for those who love, time is 

Eternity. 
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Thank you  

Christchurch are extremely grateful to all who have contributed 
financially during 2020. There have been few services and so few 
collection plates, but many have ensured that their financial     
offering has still been made to the church.                                         
We are not a wealthy church, but are pleased to say that we were 
able to pay all our bills and expenses during the last, extraordinary 
year. THANK YOU ALL!” 

Barbara Davies 

Treasurer, Christchurch Forest of Dean  

English Bicknor WI News 

Now that we are in lockdown 3 our activities have had to be further curtailed. 
Before Christmas we were able to walk in a small group but once again, we 
can only walk with one friend. 

At the beginning of December, the members were given a gift of a Christmas 
mask which the ladies loved and while delivering the masks the committee 
were able to check that everyone was well and in good spirits. 

 We continue to hold our Zoom coffee mornings on the days when we used to 
have meetings. This is a poor substitute but at least it gives us the                 
opportunity to have a chat. 

The Gloucestershire federation and national federation provide lots of classes 
and lectures again via zoom and some of the members have enjoyed these. 

We hope that before long we will be able to meet again and resume our usu-
al activities. 

 In normal times meetings are held at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month 
at the village hall. For further details please contact Sue Yemm on 01594 
860845 
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English Bicknor Parish Council 
 

Meeting held on 7th December 2020 
 
Extension to the car park on the Glebe Land No-one from the Village 
Hall Committee felt able to liaise with representatives of the Parish Coun-
cil to move this matter forward.  Meanwhile, the local PCSO will be asked 
to speak to parents about the problems caused by parking on the bends 
near the school at the start and end of each school day. 
 
Traffic sign at the top of Church Hill  The Parish Council are delighted 
that after waiting for four years, a new larger arrow sign has finally been 
placed at this location.  Thanks were expressed to County Cllr T. Hale for 
all his work on this. 
 
Speed sign for English Bicknor Councillors met with   Mr A. Middlecote of 
County Highways to agree two locations for posts to be erected along Ross 
Road for the speed sign.  Cllr Mrs Drinkall spoke to property owners to 
discuss the exact placing of the posts and the Parish Council are very 
grateful to Mr & Mrs Grubb, who have volunteered to be responsible for 
liaising with Cllr Braithwaite to bring the sign from Hillersland and to place 
it on the posts in  English Bicknor.   The clerk will now contact Highways to 
order the posts and move this matter forward. 
 
Highway matters The silt across Redhouse Lane has been cleared 
and the blocked drains dealt with.   A good job had been done of clearing 
the drains at the bottom of Chapel Hill and clearing back the overgrown 
grass, however at the meeting it was reported that these drains are 
blocked again.   The drain at the bottom of Church Hill is still blocked, so 
the clerk will once again bring these drains to the attention of County 
Highways. 
 
Village entry gates Several parishioners had asked if the Parish Coun-
cil would consider placing entry gates on the approach to the vil-
lage.   After consulting with Highways and looking at possible locations, 
the Parish Council are concerned that any such gates would be damaged 
by grass cutting machines.   It was agreed to wait and see if the new speed 
sign had an impact on vehicle speeds through the village. 
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Precept for 2021/22 Councillors had the opportunity to discuss the 
budget forecast presented by the clerk and, after discussion, voted to keep 
the precept request for the coming financial year at the same level as for 
2020/21. 
 
Footpaths It was noted that several footpath signs have been pushed 
over and flags knocked off.  The clerk will contact the Public Right of Way 
Officer to report these matters and that a large number of flags have been 
damaged in our Parish. 
 
Stiles Thanks were expressed to Cllr Mrs Bowen for ensuring that a       
broken stile on her land was repaired; she will check whether two further 
stiles where problems were reported are also on her land. 
 
Ash Dieback Project  Ash Dieback is a disease that causes leaf loss and dying 
branches and can lead to the death of a tree.  There is currently no            
prevention or treatment.  It is estimated that up to 95% of Ash trees in the 
UK may eventually be affected by the disease.   This Project involves crews 
from the County Council carrying out essential work on diseased trees, 
which have an increased risk of collapsing and causing danger to highway 
users.   Owners of  Ash trees on privately owned land which are identified as 
being at risk of falling onto the highway will be contacted by the County 
Council, who will advise them of the  required action. 
 
Meetings in 2021 Dependent on Covid-19 regulations, Parish Council 

meetings for 2021 have been agreed for the following dates:  1st February, 

12th April, 7th June, 2nd August, 4th October, 6th December.   These are all 

Monday evenings and meetings are held in English Bicknor Village Hall,    

beginning promptly at 7pm.   Members of the public are welcome at all 

meetings, but current Coronavirus regulations must be adhered to, which 

currently includes wearing face coverings to attend meetings and sitting 2 

metres apart.  The Parish Assembly is due to take place on Monday 10th 

May. 

Wendy Lawrence 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
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Hope Springs Eternal 

Even the darkest of times have hope. 

Malmsbury Abbey  decide to cover their building with a colourful 
and lively display called 'Hope Springs Eternal'.  The Abbey is       
surrounded with bunting,   pompoms, flowers, bunnies, hearts and 
ribbons.  

We should like to do the same for Christchurch leading 
up to Easter. 

Bunting will be put up (keep an eye on the church!) and if as many 
of you as possible were able to knit or sew  something to add, that 
would be great.  Feel free to add your  piece to the railings or 
attach to the bunting.   

If you still have 
the poppy 
pattern, use any 
colour - except 
red!   

 

 

Please contact  

Sue Boulter on 

01594 810647    

for further details 
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Forest Lions  
There are three things that I hope you can help us with.                                

If you can find time please go and have a look at our Facebook page
(Forest of Dean Lions) and our website(www.forestlions.org.uk) pass it 

on to all you can.   
Secondly we are running a competition for all but especially the children 
that are not in school. The details are below. Please feel free to pass the 

details on to as many people as you can.  
Thirdly we are running a Hero of the Month competition. Again the    

details are on the Forest Lions Facebook and website pages.  
Finally, thank you for all the help you have given us over the years,   

without you we would lack the ability to carry on. 
Best wishes, look after yourselves, hope to see you soon. 

Alan 

 

COMPETITION TIME!   
Create a picture of a lion!  

To enter: - create a picture of a lion (can be in any form including 
using media, drawing, painting, felt etc)  

GET CREATIVE   - 
Take a picture of the lion. Send the picture to our Facebook page 

along with your name and he age group you fall into   
 

We have age groups that are open to children and grandparents so 
all can get involved!   

Age Groups  
3-6 year old          7-9year old        10-13 year old                    

14year old + (no upper age limit)  

Prizes  
 Each age group will have 2 winners.  

1st place prize is a £15 amazon voucher  
and  

2nd prize is a certificate   
All entries need to be in by Monday 8th February and the winners 

will be announced shortly after.  

 

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!  

http://www.forestlions.org.uk/
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Coffee time teasers   (answers p 26) 
 

1. Johnny’s mother had three children. The first child was named 
April, the second child May. 

What is the name of the third child? 
 
2. The assistant butcher is five feet ten inches tall and he wears size 

13 trainers. What does he weigh? 
 
3.  Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the highest 

mountain in the world? 
 
4. How much soil is there in a hole that measures two feet by three 

feet by four feet? 
 
5. What word in the English Language is always spelled incorrectly? 
 
6.  Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the 

summer. How is this possible? 
 
7. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden 

leg. Why not? 
 
9. f you were running a race, and you passed the person in 2nd place, 

what place would you be in now? 
 
10. Which is correct to say, “the yolk of the egg are white” or “the 

yolk of the egg is white”? 
 
11. If a farmer had 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the 

other field, how many haystacks would he have if he combined 
them all in another field? 

 
 

 
 

 
Next week I start a very controversial Bread diet.                                                
Every day you eat a different type of bread. 
Roll on Monday. 
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February Quiz.   We may not be able to visit for a while—but how much 

do you know about Spain?  Answers on pa ge 25 

 

1. What is the largest city in Spain? 

2. Located on the Spanish island of Tenerife, what is the highest mountain in 

Spain? 

3. Of which region of Spain is Barcelona the capital? 

4. In which of the Spanish "Costas" would you find the holiday resort of 

Benidorm? 

5. What is the name of the tomato soup originating in Andalusia that is often 

served cold? 

6. Which Spanish city hosts an annual running of the bulls to celebrate the fes-

tival of San Fermin? 

7. What was the currency of Spain prior to the adoption of the Euro in 2002? 

8. Which Spanish artist painted "The Persistence of Memory"? 

9. Which Spanish city was home to the European F1 Grand Prix from 2008 to 

2012? 

10. Which British author fought for the Republicans in the Spanish civil war and 

wrote about it in his "Homage to Catalonia"? 

11. Which is the largest city in the Spanish Basque region? 

12. For what movie did Spanish actress win the Best Supporting Actress Oscar in 

2008? 

13. Which Spanish city is famed for its steel work and sword making? 

14. What do the Spanish call the Bay of Biscay? 

15. Which is the most populous city on the Canary Islands? 

16. The sparkling wine in Spain is known as Cava, in which area of the country is 

it produced? 

17. With which British Overseas Territory does Spain share a border? 

18. What is the name of the unfinished church designed by Gaudi that stands in 

the centre of Barcelona? 
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Coracles—not just for catching salmon  in Wales 

Many people think that 

the coracle, that strange 

round boat originally 

made of sticks and animal 

hide,  were a Welsh     

invention. 

In fact they have been in 

use on rivers across the 

world certainly as far back 

as Moses. 

Across the river from  Coalbrookdale in Shropshire, a traveller in the 19th 

century noted that ‘every hovel has a coracle slung against the door’.  The 

coracles were used as transport to commute across the river to the furnaces 

and ironworks at Coalbrookdale before Iron Bridge was built.  

In Shrewsbury, a family called Roberts kept up the commuting tradition into 

the 20th century and became locally well-known as they helped rescue     

people when the river flooded. 

Shrewsbury is also the venue for the annual     

Coracle Races. Sadly suspended during the Covid 

crisis, this local festival draws people and their 

coracles from across the globe for a day of races. 

The most eagerly anticipated race is the one 

where coracle novices attempt to steer their craft 

along the river.  

Coracles are still used as transport for both 

people and goods as this lovely                

juxtaposition of modern motorbike and 

ancient technology show! 
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My hands were busy through the day  
I didn’t have much time to play 
The little games you asked me to 
I didn’t have much time for you. 
 
I’d wash your clothes, I’d sew and cook 
But when you’d bring your picture book 
and ask me please to share your fun 
I’d say “a little later son”. 

I’d tuck you in all safe at night 
And hear your prayers, turn out the light 
Then tiptoe softly to the door 
I wish I’d stayed a minute more. 
 
For life is short, the years rush past 
A little boy grows up so fast 
No longer is he at your side 
His precious secrets to confide 

My Grown Up Son 

The picture books are put away 
There are no longer games to play 
No goodnight kiss, no prayers to hear 
That all belongs to yesteryear. 
 
My hands once busy, now are still 
The days are long and hard to fill 
I wish I could go back and do 
The little things you asked me to. 
 
Anon 
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This poem’s name became the title of my autobiography which describes 
my childhood in the 1950s. Many of its chapters were published in Cotswold 
Life magazine. There’s a saying that happiness can be counted in moments 
not days. I am so lucky that these moments still warm me. Each memory is 
like a penny spinning and “in their twists of time I have found my wealth.” 
   
   
 
THE WEALTH OF PENNIES 
 
  I remember donkey days. 
  With regal back 
  I would view a perfect world 
  of waves to hurdle, sand to dig. 
  Sitting in a moulded car 
  with its bucket steering wheel, 
  I could zoom round the dunes 
  and be back for picnic treat 
  of gritty squashed sandwich and flat lemonade. 
 
  It would rain only at night 
  as we tightly sat round a table, playing cards. 
  With unfinished game, eyelids dropped. 
  Huddled in narrow bunks 
  the day dissolved into dreams 
  with the rhythm of raindrops on the caravan roof. 
 
  I remember Harvest days. 
  Sitting in a choir stall 
  viewing apples on artificial grass. 
  Of bread shaped into sheaves of corn 
  and Summer blooms a plenty 
  to adorn the proud produce 
  neatly laid, arranged with care, 
  and I could tell which marrow was ours. 
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                       I  remember frosty days. 
  Of ice-nipped fingers 
  warmed by coals glowing, 
  as hot chunks of bread were toasted 
               on a long twisted fork. 
  I remember being lifted out of a metal bath 
  engulfed with warm towel, 
  feeling as a princess wrapped in a stole, 
  then bustled with speed into night clothes, 
  leaving only small wet prints, 
  on a home made rug. 
 
  I remember crocus days. 
  Of counting buds 
              as they peel and shine 
  in my handkerchief plot of care. 
  Of squashed nose on shop window 
  gazing at eggs, as large as my head, 
  with satin bows to keep and treasure. 
 
  As seasons turn like pennies spinning, 
  each has but a short time to turn; 
  yet the brilliance of their form 
  and the memory of their movement 
  may fade, but never be lost. 
  For in their twists of time 
  I have found my wealth. 
 
 
Ann Harvey 
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A Gardening Tale 
 
An elderly man living alone in Milton Keynes wanted to plant his annual         
vegetable crop,  but it was very difficult work, since the ground was hard. His 
only son, Paul, who used to help him, was in prison. The old man wrote a letter 
to his son and described his predicament: 
 
Dear Paul, 
I  am feeling pretty sad, because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my         
vegetable garden this year. I’m just getting too old to be digging a garden plot. I 
know if you were here my troubles would be over. I know you would be happy to 
dig the plot for me, like in the old days. 
Love, Dad 
 
A few days later he received a letter from his son. 
 
Dear Dad, 
Don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the bodies are buried. 
Love,  Paul. 
 
At 4 a.m. the next morning, CID officers and local police arrived and dug up the 
entire area without finding any bodies. They apologized to the old man and left. 
That same day the old man received another letter from his son.  
 
Dear Dad 
That was the best I could do. Hope it helped. 
Love Paul 
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Two grandmothers were bragging about 

their precious darlings. One of them says to 

the other, “Mine are so good at social distancing, they won’t even call me!” 

              Did you hear the joke about coronavirus?                                                                          

Never mind, I don’t want to spread it around! 

My mum always told me I wouldn’t accomplish anything by lying in bed all 

day. But look at me now! I’m saving the world! 

Nothing like relaxing on the couch after a long day of being tense on the 

couch! 

Day 121 at home and the dog is looking at me like, “See? This is why I chew 

the furniture!” 

          I’m not talking to myself, I’m having a parent-teacher conference! 

Nail salons, hair salons, waxing centres and tanning places are closed. It’s 

about to get ugly out there! 

      What’s the best way to avoid touching your face? A glass of wine in each 

hand! 

Who’s idea was it to sing “Happy Birthday” while washing your hands? Now 

every time I go to the bathroom, my kids expect me to walk out with a 

cake! 

         Why did the chicken cross the road? Because the chicken behind it   

didn’t know how to socially distance properly! 

Lock-down humour 

What’s the difference between Covid-19 and Romeo and Juliet? One’s the      

coronavirus and the other is a Verona crisis! 
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SERIOUS LOCK DOWN ADVICE 
Everyone PLEASE be careful because people are going crazy from being locked 
down at home! 
I was just talking about this with the microwave and the toaster while drinking my 
tea, and we all agreed that things are getting bad. 
I didn’t mention any of this to the washing machine, because she puts a different 
spin on EVERYTHING!! Certainly couldn’t share with the fridge, cause he’s been 
acting cold and distant! 
In the end, the iron straightened me out! She said the situation isn’t all that press-
ing and all the wrinkles will soon get ironed out! 
The vacuum, however, was very unsympathetic…told me to just suck it up! But 
the fan was VERY optimistic and gave me hope that it will all blow over soon! 
The toilet looked a bit flushed but didn’t say anything when I asked its opinion, 
but the front door said I was becoming unhinged and the doorknob told me to get 
a grip!! You can just about guess what the curtains told me: they told me to “pull 
myself together!” 
We will survive!! 

A perfectionist walked 
into a bar....apparently, 
the bar wasn’t set high 

Why do we tell actors to “Break a 
leg?”...... because every play has 
a cast. 

Where are average 

things manufactured....                 

In the satisfactory 
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Senior Ramblings                Songs of Praise 

We usually watch Songs of Praise around lunchtime and an episode  

late last year I found  rather moving as Aled Jones included a friend 

of a different faith.  It was good to see in this time of anxiety and 

separation. 

Now for my gripe!   

We all seem to love the Hymn How Great Thou Art which ended that 

particular Songs of Praise, and in this beautiful Forest of Dean, 

where we are so lucky, we still like to sing the second verse.   

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 
 
However, the Powers that Be decided in their wisdom, to omit it 

from general use.  I know that they think it not  appropriate for 

town and city dwellers who hardly ever or never see a live leaf, tree 

or stream, but they do hear  thunder, and see clouds, sun and the 

occasional bird.  Most people have a book, pictures, TV or internet 

where they can follow a path visually, virtually, or in the mind’s eye.   

After all what did Marin Luther King say – “I have a dream!”  ? 

OK, maybe it wasn’t about flora and fauna but surely we can help 

people to wander down a virtual path in dreams.  How many        

children intuitively draw a snow-capped mountain with grass at its 

feet and sun on its peak! 

So to those mightier than I -  in this desert of austerity do not         

deprive us of verdant scenes but allow us to dream on, and bring 

back the second verse as it was originally written. 
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February 

The last day of winter, according to meteorologist,  is the 28th         February 

(or the 29th if it is a Leap year) so we are now well past halfway through 

winter.  Spring cannot be stopped: there are             daffodils blooming in 

some gardens locally and snowdrops, primroses and  aconites will all be 

bursting through before the end of the month.  

Traditionally, the 15th of February is when native birds choose their partners 

and in our garden both blackbirds and robins are beginning to circle round 

rivals. One  robin in particular is chasing off any other who comes into the 

garden whereas, just a week or so ago, there were three feeding (fairly) 

peaceably together. 

Devising a calendar has always been a bit hit and miss.  The Gregorian cal-

endar, the one we use, is a fairly recent development instigated by Pope 

Gregory in the 16th century on the advice of scientist who had worked out 

that the sun orbits the Earth rather more slowly  than had been thought.  In 

1582, when the calendar was first used, Pope Gregory decreed that October 

the 5th would be followed by October 15th, thus reinstating the a year of 

365 days. Every fourth year has one extra day to account for the fact that 

the orbit around the sun takes just a little longer than 365 days.  Several 

nations , especially in the East, still use a calendar based on the lunar year, 

giving a  calendar of 13 months of equal days, which, for example,  can 

make organising cross-national events problematic.  Most nations accept  

the Gregorian calendar for any international purpose while          retaining 

the local one for religious events. 

It was the first King of Rome, Numa Pompilius, who gave us the 12-month 

year.  The previous Roman calendar had just ten months – six with 30 days 

and four with 31.  This gave a year of 304 days.  The Earths’ progress around 

the sun at a constant rate and as the earth tilts the Northern hemisphere 

becomes warmer in some months rather than in others. However, in a 10-

month year, such as the one in Ancient Rome,  the month which had the 

hottest weather one year could be the coldest some years later!  
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Numa Pompilius, understood the problem – it particularly effected        

agriculture and he had a nation to feed- so he added two months to the 

then Roman calendar.  The months were January which became the first 

month in the calendar, named from the god Janus who looked both ways 

and February.  Scientists told Numa Pompilius that the Earth circled the 

sun in 356 days so he changed each 30-day month to 29 days because, to 

the Ancient Romans, an even number was unlucky. He gave January 31 

days. However, the law of math proves that an even amount of odd    

numbers always equals an even number and Numa Pompilius wanted an 

odd number of days to his year.  So he gave February 28 days, the only 

even-numbered month in the Roman calendar and considered an unlucky 

month by them.  (This, of course made a year of 357 days but he was the 

king, so no one argued!). Oh, and because even this reform didn’t work all 

that well, every so often the Romans  changed February to 23 days, or 

27 , and even added an extra month.  It all became far too complicated 

until Julius Caesar instigated a new reform which was used until Pope 

Gregory  gave us the Western calendar we use today.  

February comes from the Latin februum which means purification and in 

Roman times it was the month when the dead were honoured.  

In Welsh February is called “y mis bach” which means  “little month” 

The Saxon term is Sol-monath which means  cake-month.  

They offered cake to the gods : but no doubt farmers and 

others also enjoyed a sweet treat as the last of the winter 

snows receded and the warmth of spring began to spread.   

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Quiz answers. 

1. Madrid.  2. Mount Teide.  3. Catalonia.  4. Costa Blanca.   5. Gazpacho.      6. Pam-
plona.  7. Peseta.  8. Salvador Dali.     9. Valencia.  10. George Orwell.  11. Bilbao.  12. 
Vicky Cristina Barcelona".     13. Toledo.   14. Golfo de Vizcaya.   15. Las Palmas (Gran 
Canaria). 16. Catalonia.  17. Gibraltar.   18. Sagrada Familia. 
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  ANSWERS to Coffee time teasers  
1. Johnny of course. 
2. Meat. 
3. Mount Everest, it just hadn’t been discovered. 
4. There is no soil in a hole. 
5. Incorrectly. 
6. Billy lives in the Southern Hemisphere 
7. You can’t take pictures with a wooden leg, you need a camera to 

take pictures. 
8. You would be in 2nd place, you passed the person in 2nd place, not 

1st. 
9. Neither – the yolk is yellow. 
10. One – if he combines all of his haystacks, they all become one big 

haystack. 
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About the magazine 

Magazine editor          Judith Brickwood              01594 781436 

Magazine Treasurer      Jeff Carrick                       01594 860936 

Articles for the magazine should be sent to the Editor  at                                                         

judithbrickwood33@gmail.com no later than the  15th of the month.  Please include 

your name and contact  details.  Please note new email address and deadline 

Normally we would be collecting annual subscriptions this month but in view of the lock-

down this will be delayed until a print version is once more put through your door.  We 

will be asking for 50p per copy for 2021/22.  The cost of the magazine is currently        

subsidized but it is important that we break even  as soon as possible. If you would like 

to pay your subscription now, Jeff is very happy to receive it but it is also fine to wait 

until the distributors are once again able to visit and collect money from you.  

Hopefully, we will be back in print in March.  In the meantime, thank you for the            

encouraging words from so many, please keep the contributions coming, and if you have 

an idea for content please get in touch. 
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The Forest Food Bank continues to be grateful for all the 
donations that you send.  

They are short of the following:  

 
Tea,  

Toilet paper   
Toothpaste. 

  
And also need 

  
Shampoo,  

Tinned tomatoes,  
Tinned fish 

Sponge puddings 

Rice pudding 

Instant noodle/pasta/rice snacks 

Canned potatoes 

Forest Food Bank  

Please leave your donations in the usual places .  

And Thank you.  
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The website development and logo design were Alec Scales' half-term 
project.  He has brought together our summaries of previous meetings, 
some nice photos and a bit of local history together with our future pro-
gramme and some useful links.  Do have a look (and obviously let me 
know if we have got anything wrong!) and I hope it will give you a 
little taster to keep you going whilst the Group is unable to meet. 
 
www.englishbicknorlhg.go.uk 
 
NB: You may have to put in the full address as above until the various 
search engines have got it indexed. 
 
Claire Scales 

Dear Judith 
I enjoyed the recipe which Carol put in the December and January issue of the 
Magazine. I cannot eat sugar in much quantity, and just wanted to say they work 
just as well with a sugar substitute - I use Candarel. Ours disappeared quite    
quickly and were much appreciated! 
Best wishes 
Ros 

To the Editor 

Ros also says that although sugar substitute does not work for all         

purposes, it can be used for many recipes which use small amounts. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

http://www.englishbicknorlhg.go.uk/
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Here is the Creative Chat Club info: 
 
HOT POT POTTERY - CREATIVE CHAT CLUB 
 
Wednesday Creative Chat Club 3-4pm (on zoom!) 
 
As lockdown is imposed, small businesses miss our lovely 
customers and we are sure you are missing your usual Crea-
tive Clubs. 
 
So for the forseeable future we will be running a weekly Cre-
ative Chat Club (via Zoom) on a Wednesday (3-4) where I 
will be in the studio anyway doing my pottery projects and 
you share your creative projects (whatever they are) and we 
can chat (about anything you want). 
 
We could learn creative skills from each other and generally 
check in each week with a cuppa to see how each other is 
getting on. 
 
Or you can just pop in as and when it suits. 
 
Free of charge. 
 
If you are interested email: info@hotpotpottery.co.uk or text 
on 07974 983908 and I will send you a zoom invite for next 
week. 
 
NB: all conversations will be in confidence and all attendees 
will need to agree confidentiality before being sent their zoom 
invite. 
 
-- 
Kind Regards 
Katie Winterborne 
The House of Bread (Holiday Cottages) & Hot Pot Pottery 
07974 983908/01594 837943 

mailto:info@hotpotpottery.co.uk
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The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust 

A support service in times of difficulty 

If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact 

the Community Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District   

Council on 01594 812447 or 01594 812399.  

English Bicknor Chit Chat 

The Facebook page contains information about the village and 

local events. If you are not a Facebook user and would like any-

thing added then please email Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Police  
Find out about local police activity  and link in to the various 

ways you can find support and information by going online to 
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/

Barnwood Trust 

Information and help applying for grants from the trust is     

available from the Forest of Dean Office on 01594 839191 

Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org 

Community Organisation Contact Page  

If you run a community organisation and would like the details      

published in the magazine on this page,                                                  

please contact Judith  on 01594 781436 

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website 

www.christchurchfod.org.uk 
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Rector: Revd. Capt. Tony Williams, CA  

Christchurch Vicarage   Ross Road    Christchurch    Coleford    GL16 7NS 

01594 836751    revtonyw@hotmail.com  

Ministry Team 

Joan Atherley, Sue Boulter, Sandie Bradley, Maggie Fisher,                                                  

Jacqui Fudge (Reader in training), Helen Rodwell , Carol Turley (Pastoral Team Leader), 

Glenda White-Miller (Reader) , Sally Whittington ,Tony Williams,   

Safeguarding  Pam Iddiols and Andy Iddiols     01594 334598                                                                                   

                                                                        Or email:   pamela-spoooner@sky.com 

Christchurch     

Church Wardens:     David Fudge                     01594  726144 

                                    Trevor Harvey                   01594 835897 

PCC Secretary            Judith Brickwood             01594  781436 

Treasurer                    Barbara  Davies               01594  837270  

English Bicknor 

Church Wardens ;    Jennie McHattie               01594 834855 

                                    Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

PCC secretary           Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

Treasurer                  John Furnival                    01594 541566 

———————————————————————————— ———————————--                                                       

Magazine editor          Judith Brickwood              01594 781436 

Magazine Treasurer      Jeff Carrick                       01594 860936 

 

Christchurch, FOD and St Mary’s English Bicknor  

Parish Contacts  
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Look After Your Feet 

AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU 

Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you 

Patricia Stott  MCFHP MAFHP     Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606 

Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health 

S. Hall 

Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment 

SPARES and REPAIRS    Welding and Fabrication work undertaken 

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA 

Tel: 01594 833063  Email forestdrift@outlook.com 

 
SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2 

 

Two nights min.  Start any day.  Long lets.  Pet Friendly.   

Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door 

 

Claire & Darren Scales 

Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY 

01600 773220  info@rocklodge.co.uk  www.rocklodge.co.uk 

 

General Builders 

Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works 

Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ 

Call Dean on 01594832384 

mailto:info@rocklodge.co.uk
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED 

We provide the following services within 

most areas of  the  Forest of  Dean 

Community Transport and Outings  

Lunch clubs at English Bicknor 

(Tuesday) and The Pludds 

(Friday)  

Art Club at  

                         Pludds Village Hall 

Benefit Advice 

Signposting: if  we can’t help we know 

who can 

All our services are run by volunteers. 

For more information about any of our services, or 

to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please 

call our office on 01594 860143 
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Friendly Foot Healthcare Professional 

FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS          Home Visits 

Member of the College of Foot Health Professionals and the British Association of Foot Health 

Martine Smith       Tel: 07760731595 or 01594 834537 
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, 
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,                                   
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with  
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

 
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire  spe-

cialists 
 

 

Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a res-

ervation on 

01594 833517 


