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 R.G. & R.B. WILLIAMS                       

Auctioneers Limited  

Ross Auction Rooms  

Open 5 Days A Week, Excellent Purpose 

Built Premises With Easy Access and 

Parking 

Regular Monthly Catalogue Sales of            

Antique Furnishings and Effects   

House Clearances, Transport Arranged,           

Free Pre-Sale Storage. Insurance and 

Valuations   

Tel: (01989)762225 

Fax: (01989)566082   

Web: www.rgandrbwilliams.co.uk 

Email: market@rgandrbwilliams.co.uk 

Ross Auction Centre  Overross  Ross-on-

Wye 

Friendly Foot Healthcare      

Professional 

FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS          

Home Visits 

Member of the College of Foot Health      

Professionals and the British Association of 

Foot Health 

Martine Smith       Tel: 07760731595 

or 01594 834537 
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Church Services for May 2022 

Christchurch, Forest of Dean   

 
 

St Mary’s , English Bicknor—BCP  
 

 
   

Every Thursday at 11 am Holy Communion, coffee and chat at English Bicknor   

Village Hall.   This is a benefice event and anyone and everyone is sure of a    

friendly welcome.  

 

1st May 3rd Sunday of Easter 11am  Sunday One 
6pm  Holy Communion  

8th May  4th Sunday of Easter  11am Holy Communion  

6pm Evensong 

15th May 5th Sunday of Easter  11am Morning Worship 

6pm Evensong 

23rd May  

 

6th Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion 

6pm Songs of Praise 

29th May  7th Sunday of Easter  

BENEFICE SERVICE 

6pm Holy Communion 

1st May  3rd Sunday of Easter  9.30am Holy Communion  

8th May 4th Sunday of Easter 9.30 am  Mattins  

15th May 5th Sunday of Easter 9.30am  Holy Communion 

22nd May 6th Sunday of Easter 9.30 am  Matins 

29th May 7th Sunday of Easter 

BENEFICE SERVICE  

6pm at Christchurch 

Holy Communion  
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From the Vicarage 

I can’t begin to tell you how exciting it 
was to meet children from both our 
schools in Church just ahead of     
Palm Sunday!  
Not only that, but the opportunity to 
welcome families who lost loved ones 
during Covid, when funeral              
restrictions meant we couldn’t say 
the right or the ‘best’ farewell to our loved ones. 
 
Your Parish Churches are here for the whole community. Schools, 
families, weddings. Funerals, christenings; as well as places for 
quite prayer and reflection. 
Not everyone is a church goer, but many have a deep faith and   
spirituality, and it is important that you know you always have a 
home at Christchurch and at St Mary’s. 
 
Obviously, I would love it if you joined us on a Sunday for our      
regular worship, or at Bicknor Village Hall for our Thursday Coffee 
and communion. I do think that if you took that step and became 
part of the regular worshipping community, you would find a ‘new 
way’ to express the sense of God that you so often feel and maybe 
find extra help in times of need.. 
 
As we move through Spring to summer, and new life buds all 
around us in our wonderful Forest. Maybe take a minute to think 
how your faith can grow and blossom too.  
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Paul wrote these words in his 
letter to one the groups of  
believers: 
 
16 I have not stopped giving 
thanks to God for you.               
I remember you in my       
prayers 17 and ask the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,            
the glorious Father, to give 
you the Spirit, who will make 
you wise and reveal God to 
you, so that you will know 
him. 18 I ask that your minds may be opened to see his light, so that 
you will know what is the hope to which he has called you, how 
rich are the wonderful blessings he promises his people, 19 and how 
very great is his power at work in us who believe. 
 
I love it when people tell me that they want ‘have a chat’ about what 
they believe, or what they find hard to believe. 
 
Do get in touch if you want a natter! Remember, there are no ‘daft’ 
questions, just an honest ‘searching’ for things that matter.  
 

 
Tony Williams 
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May prayers 
 

Loving Lord, you sent your Son Jesus into the world to teach us how 
to love, to be loved and to show us how to love one another. Help 
us to walk in his wonderful footsteps. Give us the courage to live a 
life in your love for us all. Amen. 
 
For Peace and Justice 
 
God our deliverer, 
Defender of the poor and needy; 
When the foundations of the  
Earth are shaking, 
Give strength to your people 
To uphold justice and fight all wrong, 
In the name Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
To him who by means of his power working in us is able to do so 
much more than we can ever ask for, or even think of. To God be 
the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for all time, for ever and 
ever. Amen.   
                        Ephesians 3: 20-21 
 
Lord, 
in the faces of all who cross my path, 
in the voices of those with whom I live, 
in the work of my colleagues, 
in all the people you have given me 
to know and to share my days, 
may I see your face, hear your voice 
and speak your words, 
of healing, reconciliation, love and joy, 
for your name’s sake.   Amen. 
                        Frank Topping. 
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Holy Spirit, mighty wind of God, 
inhabit our darkness, brood over our abyss 
and speak to our chaos 
that we may breathe with life 
and share your creation in the power of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
                        Janet Morley. 
 
 

Give unto us, O Lord, that quietness of mind in which we can hear 
you speaking to us, for your name’s sake. 
Lord, you have taught us in your word that there is a time to speak 
and a time to keep silence. 
As we thank you for he power of speech, 
we pray for the grace of silence. 
Make us ready to listen as we are to talk, 
ready to listen to your voice in the quietness of our hearts 
and  ready to listen to other people who need a sympathetic ear. 
Show us when to open our mouths and when to hold our peace 
that we may glorify you both in speech and in silence 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
                      Frank Colquhoun 
 
 
When life seems difficult and the road 
ahead is steep, remember God didn’t 
make the earth flat, and it is more in-
teresting and  beautiful because of 
that. 
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From the Parish Registers 

Joan Elizabeth Watkins (91) 

Service at 10:30 on 16th 

March at Christchurch       

followed by cremation at 

FoD crematorium 

Wendell Keith Burris (80).   

Service at 12noon on       

5th April at  Christchurch 

followed by burial at Mile 

End cemetary 

Iris Maureen Cooper (91).   

Service at 10:30am on          

6th April at Christchurch      

followed by cremation at     

FoD crematorium 

From A Grief Observed 

Looking back, I see that only a very little time ago I was greatly concerned 

about my memory of H and how false it might become. For some reason - 

and the merciful good sense of God is the only one I can think of- I have 

stopped bothering about that.  And the remarkable thing is that since I 

stopped bothering about it she seems to meet me everywhere. Meet is far 

too strong a word.  I don’t mean anything remotely like an apparition or a 

voice. I don’t mean even any striking emotional experience at any particular 

moment. Rather, a sort of unobtrusive but massive sense that she is,  just as 

much as ever,  a fact to be taken into account. 

CS Lewis 
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Lent soup lunches 

I am delighted to report that the donations made to the   

recent  six Saturday Lent lunches amounted to an      

amazing  

£825. 

My sincere thanks to Sally and Evie for their constant  

support throughout, and to an exceptional team of      

expert soup and cake makers  - Carol, Edna, Judith,   

Sally, Maggie, Barbara, Sue, Jeanne. 

Thank you to all of you who supported the lunches     

making them relaxed social events and for your very   

generous donations 

The money, this year, is going to support The Hut 

which continues to be at the centre of community ac-

tivity as it has been for the past 100 years.  

Helen  

Friends of Christchurch     Coffee Mornings 

Friends of Christchurch  are delighted to reopen the                          
Saturday Coffee Morning. If you are new to the area or just     

haven't had a chance to come along , then a warm welcome as 
well as   Fair Trade tea and coffee and excellent homemade cakes 

await you.  

The next two coffee mornings will be on  

May 21st and June 18th  from 10-12 Noon  
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English Bicknor WI News 

The past month has been a busy one. We entered two teams into the         
Gloucestershire quiz competition and although it was a fun evening we didn’t get 
into the next round, 

A group of us went to the Annual Council Meeting and heard informative and   
inspiring talks about sustainable fashion, the story of the winner of China’s             
X factor competition (a girl from Gloucester!), and Princess Anne talked about                
sustainability too. 

At our April meeting Sonya Molyneux gave a presentation about the important 
work of Coleford Opportunity Centre, particularly with children who have          
additional needs. In the coming couple of years, we shall be fund raising for this 
local charity. 

At craft club the ladies enjoyed making the felt Easter chicks led by Cathy Jago. 
We also had a great time making willow obelisks for our gardens and our very 
patient tutor was Clyde of Wild Wicker studio. 

Our other regular activities – our Tuesday walks and walking netball are              
continuing to go well and are much enjoyed. 

Later this month we are entering the 1st round of a county skittles competition. 

Meetings are held at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month at the village hall. 
For further details please contact Sue Yemm on 01594 860845 

  

Are you interested in an afternoon of fun and games? 

Held at the Baptist Chapel Newland Street Coleford 

1st Tuesday of the month – gentle indoor games 

2nd Tuesday of the month – memory café with gentle indoor 
games 

3rd Tuesday of the month – gentle indoor games 

Each session from 2.30pm- 4pm 

Everyone welcome – just turn up! 
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Farmyard Frolics & Rural Snippets 

 

It’s  not just people that enjoy the start of Spring as the cattle 
must smell the grass growing and started bellowing to go out a 
couple of weeks ago. My late father used to say that they need a 
dose of Dr Green. The joy of watching the cows and baby calves 
running up and down the field is an annual sight that we never 
tire of. 

 

It’s this time of year that local enthusiastic gardeners start asking 
for farmyard manure ready for their vegetables.  One particular 
chap came to the farm with his vintage tractor and trailer which I  
loaded with some well rotted stuff. As he was about to leave his 
fire pager went off and he left at a fair lickity spit. Unfortunately, 
on Joyford Hill, he missed a gear when changing down and the 
tractor and trailer began to run backwards in the direction he’d 
come from. Through skill and luck he managed to crash it through 
the Mayor of Joyfords field gate and fence. Luckily the load of ma-
nure stayed on the trailer and after a few hail Mary’s and a 
change of underwear, hopefully he’ll have a good crop of veg. 
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Thursday Mornings 9 - 11.30 am  

(Doors open at 9 to allow anyone dropping older 

siblings at school to come straight to  

Play Morning.)  
 

As we are unable to practise strict social distancing at Play Mornings, 
we are limiting the numbers attending. Please email 

playatcc@gmail .com or phone Barbara 837270 To check whether    
places are available. 

For more information contact: 

Barbara: 01594 837270 

email: playatcc@gmail.com 

Facebook: @PlayMorningsatChristchurch 

Play Mornings 

at Christchurch 
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Acorns Preschool 
 

New provision at Berry Hill Primary School 
  

 

  

New teacher-led Acorns preschool. 
Integrated with our Reception Class to provide 

althrough, high quality Early-Years experience for 
children aged 3-5 years. 

Flexible sessions Monday to Friday during term-time: 
3 hour morning session: 8.45-11.45am (£12) 
3 hour afternoon session: 12.15-3.15pm (£12) 
Option to stay for lunch:  11.45-12.15pm                     

(£2, nutritious healthy meals cooked fresh on 
site, or bring packed lunch). 

Glos CC funding accepted, employer vouchers accepted. 
Before or after school provision is a possibility through 

our Buddies Club – please ask if you would be inter-
ested in this. 

 

  #Acorns-to-Oak 
Join us as an Acorn in our preschool 
 leave us as an Oak in Year 6 
 Contact 01594 832262 /                            
admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk  for more info or 
to book places for September. 

  

mailto:admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk
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Looking for a nursery? 

Greenwoods Nursery at English Bicknor is the new    

nursery situated in the grounds of English Bicknor          

Primary school. 

It is the small site linked to the well-regarded Greenwoods Nursery 

in Coalway. Nursery and school staff work closely together which 

promotes a smooth transition into school. Both are tucked away 

from the main road in a stunning, calming and safe environment. 

Access is through the school or via the churchyard, with secure gates 

on both entrances. Parking is available on the main road. 

We currently have places in both nursery and school. If you would 

like to look around, please arrange a visit through the school office 

01594 860367. 

Please visit the school and nursery websites to find more                 

information. 

www.englishbicknor.gloucs.sch.uk 

www.greenwoodsnursery.co.uk/greenwoods-at-english-bicknor 

The wind told the grasses 
And the grasses told the trees. 
The trees told the bushes 
And the bushes told the bees. 
The bees told the Robin 
And the Robin sang out clear. 
Wake up! Wake up! 
Spring is here! 

Words and photograph from Adrian Griffin  

http://www.englishbicknor.gloucs.sch.uk
http://www.greenwoodsnursery.co.uk/greenwoods-at-english-bicknor
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1. May is generally thought to have been named after Maia, the Greek 
goddess of fertility.  
2. The Roman poet Ovid had another idea: May, he said, was named 
for the maiores (the elders) and June for the iuniores (youth).  
3. No month of the year either begins or ends on the same day as May. 
4. According to old superstitions, you should not buy a broom, wash 
blankets or get married in May: “Marry in May and you’ll rue the day”.  
5. No United States president has ever died in May. It is the only 
month with that distinction.  
6. Nine UK prime ministers were born in May, which is more than any 
other month.  
7. May 1 may be Labour Day but in 1966, the World Tramps Congress 
in Argentina decreed that May 2 shall be the International Day of Idle-
ness.  
8. In 2014 May was the 576th most popular name given to a girl baby 
in England and Wales.  
9. It was less popular than Maya (45), Amaya (220), Lilly-May (318), 
Ellie-May (383), Lily-May (393) and Mae (494).  
10. In the nursery rhyme “Here we go gathering nuts in May,” the 
word “nuts” was probably a corruption of “knots” meaning bunches of 

Ten Facts About May  
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Money money money 

Many thanks to those who have paid their dues for the magazine.  

Costs have again risen - and may well do again - so it is important that 

we have as many contributions as possible. 

Please give your contribution (£5 annually) to your distributor.            

You can also pay by BACS to 

Christchurch and English Bicknor Magazine  

 

Thank you. 

 Lloyds Bank;  sort code 30-95-29;  account 01151465. 
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Musing about the last Quarter  
Sent in by one of our lovely contributors 

 

You know…………….time has a way of moving quickly and catching you    

unaware of the passing years.  It seems just yesterday that I was young and 

embarking on my new life.  Yet, in a way, it seems like eons ago: I wonder 

where the years went.    I know I lived them all. 

I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. 

However, here it is………the last quarter of my life and it catches me by 

surprise. 

How did I get here so fast? And where did my youth go? 

I remember well seeing older people through the years  and thinking that 

those older people were years away from me and that I was only on the 

first quarter and the fourth quarter was so far off that I could not visualise 

it or imagine fully what it would be like. 

Yet, here it is………..my friends are retired and getting grey – they move 

slower now and I see an older person. Some are in better, or worse, shape 

than me but I see great change. They are not like the ones I remember 

who were young and vibrant…….but like me , their age is beginning to 

show and we are now those older folk that we used to see and thought we 

would never become. 

Every day now, I find just getting a shower is a real target for the day and 

taking a nap is not a treat anymore. It is mandatory because if I don’t nap 

of my own free will, I fall asleep where I sit. 

And so I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and 

pains and loss of strength and ability to go and do things I wish I had done 

but never did. But at least I know that, although I am on the last quarter 

and I am not sure how long it will last, when it’s over on this earth, it is 

over. And a new adventure will begin. 

Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn’t done; and things I 

should have done but truly, there are many things I am happy to have 

done. 

It’s all in a lifetime. 
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If you’re not on the last quarter yet, let me remind you that it will be here 

faster than you think.  Whatever you would like to accomplish in your life 

do it soon. Don’t put things off too long. Life goes by so quickly. Do what 

you can today: you can never be sure if you are on the last quarter or not. 

You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of life. So live for 

today and say all the things you want your loved ones to remember; and 

hope they appreciate and love you for all the things you have done for 

them in the past years. 

‘Life’ is a gift to you: be Happy; Have a great day 

Remember, it is health that is the real wealth and not pieces of gold or 

silver 

You may think going out is good………but coming home is better. 

 And the last quarter has much to offer. 

You forget names on the last quarter….but that’s OK : some people forget 

they ever knew you 

You realise that you will never be any good at golf…..but you like the out-

doors 

Things you used to care to do, you aren’t as interested anymore…….but 

you really don’t care you are no longer interested 

You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV on than in bed……you call it 

‘pre-sleep’. 

You miss the days when everything worked with just on ‘on’ or ‘off’ switch. 

You tend to use more four-letter words…………….’when’ and ‘what’ 

You have a wardrobe full of clothes, more than half of which you will never 

wear……but you keep them ‘just in case’  

Old is good: old is comfortable; old is safe; old songs; old movies and best 

of all……..Friends of old 

 

And remember: It’s not what you gather but what you scatter that tells 

what kind of a life you have lived. 

And 

Happiness is making the best of what you have  
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1. In the play by Shakespeare, King Lear had three 
daughters, what were their names? 

2. What was the name of the Queen of the fairies in "A 
Midsummers Night's Dream"? 

3. Who wrote the Waverley series of novels? 

4. Who painted "I and the Village" [1911]? 

5. In which fictional village is the radio play "Under Milk 
Wood" set? 

6. Which detective is featured in the short story, "The Ad-
venture of the Musgrave Ritual"? 

7. Who wrote the novel "Lord of the Flies"? 

8. Which John Steinbeck novel won the Pulitzer Prize for 
fiction in 1940?. 

9. In the Beano comic in which castle did Lord Snooty and 
his friends live? 

10.Which organisation has the motto,"Blood and Fire"? 

11.Against whom was a fatwa issued in 1989 after the 
publication of "The Satanic Verses"? 

12.In the military, what are referred to as "Redcaps"? 

13.Who, in February 2017, became the first female Com-
missioner of the Metropolitan Police? 

14.In which field of the arts is Barbara Hepworth most fa-
mous? 

15.In which country is the novel "The Thorn Birds" chiefly 
set? 

Quiz for May  -  an arty one.  Answers on p  
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King Arthurs’ Dog 
By Dave Roberts 

 

When we think of the court of King Arthur 

And the kingdom of Camelot; 

We are wont to assume things were perfect 

But most of the time things were not 

 

This tale of poor Camelots problem 

 Has come from a trustworthy source 

It tells of the time when King Arthur 

Used an Alsatian dog for a horse. 

 

A plague of enormous proportions 

Had cut down the horse population 

And King Arthur was giving his brave knights a lead 

By riding around on the Alsatian. 

 

Sir Lancelot went to his master 

Done up in his best battle dress 

And said he’d been called on to rescue 

A damsel who was in distress. 

 

And due to the shortage of horses 

He needed the loan of the dog 

But King Arthur advised him against it  

Due to the dense swirling fog 

 

“In a fog this dog’s useless,” said Arthur 

“His senses are sadly amiss, 

And I wouldn’t send a knight out 

………….not on a dog like this.”  
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Easter Flowers  

St Mary’s and Christchurch celebrated Easter Sunday with glorious 

displays of flowers.   

The Cross at Sy Mary’s 

Traditional lilies  on the altar 

 In front of an altar 
A welcoming 

rose bowl 

A window sill display 
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English Bicknor                        

Jubilee Celebrations 

2nd to 5th June 

Thursday  Beacon lighting at Drysdale Farm 

Friday Picnic on the field 

Sunday morning 7km village walk 

Sunday Garden Party at Bicknor Cottage  

 

Something for everyone 
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We’re having an                                    

indoor street  party to            

celebrate the Platinum Jubilee 

Saturday 4th June 

2pm - 4pm 

Christchurch 

This is a FREE event but you will need a ticket                         

Book your place by calling  Sally on 07788840173 
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ENGLISH BICKNOR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Old Roads  
and  

Green Lanes 
With Heather Hurley 

 

 
Heather is the author of many widely-respected books on the his-

tory of our area,  
and has talked to us about trade on the Wye. 

Thursday 12th May 
(rearranged date) 

7.30pm, English Bicknor Village Hall 

Entry: £3, FREE for EBLHG members – join on the 

door 
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Spring 

Flowers  

By Adrian 

Griffin  

The National Trust is asking as many as possible to photograph spring blossom 

this year and send to them as a record . Google National Trust for details.  

Knitted Teddies 

Huge thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Teddy appeal. 

Especial thanks to the anonymous knitters who have left some lovely 

ones in Christchurch.   

Do keep knitting; the need for teddies remains. 

Thank you Sue Bolter 
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Defibrillator Activation 

 

This advice has been forwarded by Community Heartbeat Trust, 
a charity who help and support communities in the provision 
and use of defibrillators. 

 

1. A 999/112 call MUST always be made while with the patient. 

2. DO NOT go to the cabinet and then call 999. 

3. 111 calls do not go through ambulance call centres, so they do not have access 

to the defibrillator information.  If a patient is unconscious, ALWAYS call 999 and 
ask for the AMBULANCE service. 

4. If you are on your own, you will not be sent to get a defibrillator, but asked to 

stay with the patient until help arrives.  DO NOT ASK SOMEONE TO GO TO THE  
CABINET AND CALL 999 FROM THERE, AS IT WILL BE TREATED AS A SEPARATE 
CALL. 

5. Once the 999 call is received, the operator will ask several questions and      

ascertain what action is required.    If more than one person is with a patient, first 
the operator will talk the caller through how to undertake CPR – which is a          
requirement within 60 seconds of the call – and if it is determined that a             
defibrillator is required, you will be given the access code to the nearest defibrilla-
tor. 

Always return the defibrillator to the cabinet after the rescue. 

Reading this could help save a life: 

The  advice is relevant to any defibrillator. 

The access code for the defibrillator located on the outside of English Bicknor     
Village Hall will be put on the notice board inside the entrance hall, along with the 
Post Code of the Village Hall. 
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Wheelchair friendly attractions,  

sites and walks  

in the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley 

This list was compiled in early 2022 and does not attempt to be               
comprehensive. Many attractions say that they are accessible on their 
websites but this often means only that there is an accessible toilet, so on-
ly those that advertise more are included here.  Further information can be 
found at the Tourist Information Centre in Coleford.  

Walking/nature 

Cannop Ponds 

Forestry England site. Level walks around the ponds. Car park. 

Cyril Hart Aboretum 

Forestry England site. Established in 1915 with trees brought back by the   
Victorian plant hunter Ernest Wilson from his 1910 explorations of Chi-
na, The Cyril Hart Arboretum is home to over 200 tree species. Level paved 
walks, free car park. Tramper hire available from Speech House Hotel near-
by. Some gravelled paths out the other side of the Arboretum down to-
wards Speech House Lake and Spruce Ride. 

Family cycle trail 

A surfaced, 11 mile circular route through the Forest, designed for cyclists. 
Walk clockwise to accommodate steeper slopes. Access at Pedalabikeaway 
or at various points along the trail.  

Mallards Pike lake and path 

Forestry England site. Car park,  toilets, picnic area, cafe all accessible. Lev-
el walk round the lake.  

Nagshead 

RSPB site. Car park, visitor centre, toilets and some hides are accessible 
(not open all year round). Some waymarked trails may have uneven surfac-
es. Some swing gates. Some gentle slopes. 
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Attractions 

Dean Forest Railway 

Journey through the Forest of Dean from Lydney to Parkend on a steam 
train or heritage diesel train service. Free parking, cafeteria, museum and 
gift shop at Norchard Station. Accessible toilets, wheelchairs available. 

Dean Heritage Centre and Soudley Ponds 

Museum, heritage centre, cafe and nature trail. There is wheelchair access 
to the entrance area and shop, Galleries 1,2, 3 and 5, the Victorian School 
room, the Coffee Shop and the footpath through the wooded area includ-
ing the Gruffalo trail. There is a disabled toilet in the museum and in the 
Coffee Shop. A gradually sloping wide ramp connects the ground floor to 
the second floor. Disabled parking spaces. 

Soudley Ponds are next to the centre. Some paths around the ponds are 
accessible. 

Hart's Barn cookery school, Longhope 

Fully wheelchair accessible with ramps, wide doors and accessible toilets. 
Can accommodate wheelchair users at cookery classes. 

Perrygrove railway 

Steam trains and nature trails near Coleford. Space for two wheelchairs on 
trains. Some paths unsuitable as steep and uneven. 

Taurus Crafts and cafe 

Craft shops and cafe. Large level car park 

Walking with Wheels Off-Road Trampers in the Forest of Dean and Wye 
Valley 

If you have limited mobility, you might like to consider hiring an off-road 
mobility scooter whilst in the area to allow you to explore the Forest of 
Dean and Wye Valley at your leisure and to be able to join friends and fami-
ly on some of our great walks without missing out.  The Tramper' is an all-
terrain mobility scooter to help people with limited mobility access the out-
doors and available in the Forest of Dean as part of the Walking with 
Wheels project. You can currently hire one at two key locations, both of 
which have one Tramper: Forest Holidays, Berry Hill near Coleford, or the 
Speech House Hotel in the heart of the Forest. 
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And let us remember the ordinary Russian people in all of this                                   
The Revd Canon Malcolm Rogers, chaplain of St Andrew’s Anglican Church in 
central Moscow writes ‘We’re at the centre of power and yet we are powerless. 
Pray for us, for courage and wisdom and perseverance in faith and love.    

                    

Berry Hill is uniting to help provide accommodation and support for refugees.   

Councillor Tim Gwilliam can be contacted for details  at 

timgwilliam@fdean.gov.uk or see Berry Hill Life on Facebook for updates. 

The Diocese in Europe have launched an appeal with USPG for humanitarian 
aid both in Ukraine and with Refugees across Europe.  This will support the 
work of Churches and Christian Agencies both urgently now and in the longer 
term.  The detail is here:  Ukraine appeal release. This is where you can give 
online https://ukraine-emergency-appeal.raisely.com/  

The Government sponsorship programme has now opened and there may be 
individuals in worshipping communities who wish to offer a Ukrainian family a 
home and give them a key to a safe place. There is now a  toolkit of                
information from the Church of England:  Google Homes for Ukraine | .The 
Church of England for details 

https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=fe38a1fb87&e=43a8f25acf
https://europe.anglican.org/main/latest-news/post/1784-ukraine-appeal-to-churches
https://ukraine-emergency-appeal.raisely.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/safeguarding-e-manual/homes-ukraine
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/safeguarding-e-manual/homes-ukraine
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The return of the Groan page………….. 

St Felix of Dunwich founded a boys school in the area around 

631 AD. He immediately took the junior class bathing in the 

somewhat uninviting-looking North Sea. ‘I’ll test the water first,’ 

he reportedly said, and the place became known thereafter as 

Felix’s Toe.  

Mr Erclos, a mathematical colossus of the 20th century, was very eccentric 

indeed.  In fact, he was so fearful of negative numbers that he would stop at 

nothing to avoid them.  

An oxymoron walked into a bar and the silence was deafening 

Woman to man at reception of workers meeting the Queen  :                     

‘And what do you do?’ 

‘I am a spy ma’am’ 

‘Then why are you dressed as a shepherd?’ 

‘Because I’m a shepherd spy, ma’am.’ 
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Towards harmony at home: life from the male perspective 

 

1. Saturday =Sport. Its like the full moon or the changing of the tides. Let it be 

2. Shopping is NOT a sport and we will never think of it as such 

3. Crying is blackmail. End of 

4. ASK for what you want.  Let us be clear about this one: subtle hints will not 

work: strong hints will not work; obvious hints will not work; Just say it. 

5. Yes and No are perfectly acceptable answers to almost every question 

6. Come to us with a problem only if you want help solving it. That’s what we do. 

Sympathy is what your girl-friends are for.  

7. Learn to work the toilet seat. You’re a big girl. If it is up, put it down. We need it 

up, you need it down. You don’t hear us complaining when you leave it 

down…….. 

8. If you think you are fat you probably area. Don’t ask us. We know it’s a trap. 

9. Anything we said six months ago is inadmissible in an argument. In fact, all 

comments become null and void after seven days. 

10. If something we said can be interpreted in two ways , and one of them makes 

you angry or sad: we meant the other one. 

1. Goneril,Regan and  Cordelia. 2. Titania. 3. Walter Scott. 4.Marc Chagall. 

5 Llareggub   6. Sherlock Holmes. 7. William Golding.8. The Grapes of Wrath. 

9. Bunkerton Castle 10. Salvation Army 11. Salman Rushdie 12. Military Police    
13. Cressida Dick  14. Sculpture 15. Australia 

Answers to the quiz on p  

DO YOU HAVE any memories of   HM The Queen              
that you could share with readers of this magazine next month?  

Photographs would also be brilliant!   

Send any contributions to Judith at                                                                   

judithbrickwood33@gmail.com or drop through the letter box at                

81 Grove Road. 
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From the  Diocese 

The Messenger can be accessed on line via the  website 

www.gloucester.anglican.org 

Everyday Mindfulness online 

May 3, 7 pm to 9 pm 

Free eight-session course starting 3 May. Research has shown that 

mindfulness can help with anxiety, stress, low mood, and sleep     

disruption. Mindfulness also helps us become more aware of       

ourselves and our self-destructive habits. Many find that mindfulness 

also helps us develop our contemplative or listening prayer. Free. 

Book at                                                                    

www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/everyday-mindfulness-2-2 

Faith in a time of climate change 

23 May, 7 pm in the University Chapel, Francis Close Hall             Chel-

tenham GL50 4AZ 

What does the climate crisis reveal to us about being human? How should we 

rethink our faith in the face of global collapse? This year’s lecture will be given by 

Hannah Malcolm. She regularly speaks and writes about climate justice and envi-

ronmental theology and is a contributor to Radio 4’s Thought for the Day. 

Find out more at                                                                                        

gloucester.anglican.org/event/michael-perham-lecture/ 
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Forest Food Bank  
    Below are some of the items that are currently 

in short supply. 
 
  

UHT Milk 
Porridge oats 

Sponge puddings 
Fruit juice ( NOT squash) 

Instant noodles 
Rice snacks 

 
 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the following places 
 

Co-ops in Lydney and Coleford 
Lidl in Coleford 

Eskimart in Coleway 
Vale Butchers in Drybrook 

Kevin’s Butchers in Mitcheldean 
Post Office in Ruardean 

The Main Place in Coleford 
Town Council Offices in Coleford. 

 
Thank you everyone: your donations are much  appreciated 

 
 
                                                       
 
 

THE FOREST FOODBANK 

THE FOREST FOODBANK IS OPEN, WE 
ARE HERE FOR YOU 
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Play Mornings at  

Christchurch. 

For parents and toddlers. A warm wel-

come, soft play, activities, songs, re-

freshments and chat. 

A totally relaxed morning for families in 

term time. 

Email Barbara at: playatcc@gmail.com 

Coffee and Communion 

English Bicknor Village Hall 

11.00am each Thursday. 

A short and welcoming  communion service followed by coffee and chat in our 

easily accessible hall with plenty of parking. 

BELL RINGERS 

If you are a Ringer, or fancy learning 

this new skill, the team are always wel-

coming. Rehearsals each Wednesday 

evening and ringing every 1st and 3rd 

Sunday mornings. 

Contact John Furnival:   01594 541566  

email: ourjohnnyf@aol.com 

Just a few regular activities  

Help Wanted: 

Sally is looking for cleaners to join the rota at Christchurch. Please 

call her on  07788840173 

The Flower Team at Christchurch is aways looking for new       

members. Please call Judith on 07708633089 if you would like to 

join us. Thank you 

mailto:playatcc@gmail.com
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St Mary English Bicknor 

9.30am Sunday 

Book of Common prayer  

Mattins or Communion. 

Our beautiful ancient Parish 

Church is open for private prayer 

through the week 

Evensong and Songs of Praise 

at Christchurch 

6.00 Sunday evening. 

Christchurch Parish 

Church. 

11.00am 

Contemporary worship 

Followed by coffee. 

A relaxed and welcoming place 

Special services through the year; 

December is packed with a variety of Christmas celebrations: 

Lent and Easter are times of reflection  and celebration and special events take 

place. Details for some of these will be in next months magazine. 

Open Air Songs of Praise’ takes place each summer and is a real Big Family sing 

song! 

Details fo all events can be found in the magazine or on line at 

www.christchurch.org.uk 

(And don’t forget that Sunday service is available on YouTube) 

Some of our services 
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The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust 

A support service in times of difficulty 

If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact the Community 

Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District   Council on 01594 812447 or 01594 

812399.  

English Bicknor Chit Chat 

The Facebook page contains information about the village and local events. If you 

are not a Facebook user and would like anything added then please email          

Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Police  
Find out about local police activity  and link in to the various ways you can find sup-
port and information by going online to 
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/forest-of-dean/ 

Barnwood Trust 

Information and help applying for grants from the trust is available from the Forest 

of Dean Office on 01594 839191 

Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org 

If you run a community organisation and would like the details published in 

the magazine on this page, please contact Judith  on 01594 781436 

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website 

www.christchurchfod.org.uk 

Community Contacts 

VICTIM SUPPORT:  4 Lords Hill, Coleford GL16 :  01594 810190  

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x103158814&id=YN1029x103158814&q=Victim+Support&name=Victim+Support&cp=51.793697357177734%7e-2.6162171363830566&ppois=51.793697357177734_-2.6162171363830566_Victim+Support
tel:01594810190
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Rector: Revd. Capt. Tony Williams, CA  

Christchurch Vicarage   Ross Road    Christchurch    Coleford    GL16 7NS   

01594 836751    revtonyw@hotmail.com  

Ministry Team 

Joan Atherley, Sue Boulter, Sandie Bradley, Maggie Walters, Rev Helen Rod-

well , Carol Turley (Pastoral Team Leader), Glenda White-Miller (Reader) ,              

Sally Whittington ,  Rev Tony Williams, Linda James 

Safeguarding  Pam Iddiols and Andy Iddiols     01594 834598                                                                                

Or email:   pamela-spoooner@sky.com 

Christchurch     

Church Wardens:     David Fudge                     01594  726144 

                                    Carol Turley                     01594  837207 

PCC Secretary            Judith Brickwood             01594  781436 

Treasurer                    Barbara  Davies               01594  837270  

English Bicknor 

Church Wardens ;    Jennie McHattie               01594 834855 

                                    Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

PCC secretary           Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

Treasurer                  John Furnival                    01594 541566 

—————————————————————–—————————--                                                       

Magazine editor          Judith Brickwood              01594 781436 

Magazine Treasurer      Jeff Carrick                       01594 860936 

Benefice Website  www.christchurchfod.org.uk  

Who is Who in the Benefice 
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Look After Your Feet 

AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU 

Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you 

Patricia Stott  MCFHP MAFHP     Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606 

Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health 

S. Hall 

Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment 

SPARES and REPAIRS    Welding and Fabrication work undertaken 

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA 

Tel: 01594 833063  Email forestdrift@outlook.com 

 
SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2 

 

Two nights min.  Start any day.  Long lets.  Pet Friendly.   

Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door 

 

Claire & Darren Scales 

Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY 

01600 773220  info@rocklodge.co.uk  www.rocklodge.co.uk 

 

General Builders 

Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works 

Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ 

Call Dean on 01594832384 

mailto:info@rocklodge.co.uk
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED 

We provide the following services within 

most areas of  the  Forest of  Dean 

Community Transport and Outings  

Lunch clubs at English Bicknor 

(Tuesday) and The Pludds 

(Friday)  

Art Club at  

                         Pludds Village Hall 

Benefit Advice 

Signposting: if  we can’t help we know 

who can 

All our services are run by volunteers. 

For more information about any of our services, or 

to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please 

call our office on 01594 860143 
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, 
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,                                   
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with  
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

 
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire  spe-

cialists 
 

 

Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a res-

ervation on 

01594 833517 


