
  

 

Christchurch Forest of  Dean                                

St Mary the Virgin English Bicknor        

Church and Community 

News and Events  

July  and August 

2022 

The beacon  at English Bicknor lit to  celebrate 

the Queen’s Jubilee 



2 

 

 R.G. & R.B. WILLIAMS                       

Auctioneers Limited  

Ross Auction Rooms  

Open 5 Days A Week, Excellent Purpose 

Built Premises With Easy Access and 

Parking 

Regular Monthly Catalogue Sales of            

Antique Furnishings and Effects   

House Clearances, Transport Arranged,           

Free Pre-Sale Storage. Insurance and 

Valuations   

Tel: (01989)762225 

Fax: (01989)566082   

Web: www.rgandrbwilliams.co.uk 

Email: market@rgandrbwilliams.co.uk 

Ross Auction Centre  Overross  Ross-on-

Wye 

Friendly Foot Healthcare      

Professional 

FROM NAIL-CUTTING TO VERRUCCAS          

Home Visits 

Member of the College of Foot Health      

Professionals and the British Association of 

Foot Health 

Martine Smith       Tel: 07760731595 

or 01594 834537 
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Church Services for July 2022 

Christchurch, Forest of Dean   

 
 

St Mary’s , English Bicknor—BCP  
 

 
   

Every Thursday at 11 am Holy Communion, coffee and chat at English Bick-

nor   Village Hall.   This is a benefice event and anyone and everyone is 

sure of a friendly welcome.  

3rd July 3rd Sunday after Trinity 11am  Sunday One 
6.00 pm  Holy Communion 

10th July 4th Sunday after Trinity  11am Holy Communion  

6pm Evensong 

17th July  5th Sunday after Trinity         11am Morning Worship 

6pm Evensong 

24th July 6th  Sunday after Trinity  11am Holy Communion 

6pm Songs of Praise 

31st July  7th Sunday after Trinity  11am  Benefice Service  

3rd July  3rd Sunday after Trinity 9.30am  Holy Communion  

10th July  4th Sunday after Trinity  9.30 am  Matins  

17th July  5th  Sunday after Trinity  

 

9.30am  Holy Communion 

24th July  6th Sunday after Trinity  9.30 am  Matins 

31st July  7th Sunday after Trinity 11am Benefice Service at 

Christchurch 
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From the Vicarage              

Have you ever had a day that you never 

thought would come? I did! In June I reached, 

what in my youth, I thought was the ‘past my 

sell by’ date! 65! I remember my Nan when she 

was 90 telling me that what people didn’t      

realise was that she was only 18 in her head! 

Well, I can’t say I am 18 in my head, but I still feel like I’ve only just 

started out. I am as unsure about a whole host of things just as I was 

in my ‘youth’. I am still making mistakes, learning new things, and 

feeling as if I need to ‘grow up’. 

One thing that struck me though. It is 50 years since I made the choice 

to ‘try’ and follow Jesus. I know, you might expect a Vicar to be doing 

that, but, when I was asked by my form teacher to ‘Go and get a job’ 

and not go back to school after the summer, (apparently, he thought I 

would be wasting my time!) I really wasn’t thinking of a Job as a      

Vicar! In fact, God wasn’t really part of the equation for me at all. 

I had been ‘sent’ to Sunday school each week from the age of 5 until I 

was ‘confirmed’ age 13 and then I was free to make up my own mind. 

So I did! I stopped going to church!  My early teenage years were 

mostly spent as part of various ‘gangs’ and, to be honest, I was        

fortunate not to end up in some serious trouble. Now I don’t know 

what things transpire to cause a change of direction for me! Maybe 

the death of my Grandad, the sense of failure at not staying on to do 

‘O’ levels, the fact that I rarely felt like I ‘fitted in’ or a deeper growing 

sense of wanting something ‘more’ in life!  
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Whatever it was, one Sunday night I went back to St Peter’s, my local 

church. There was a new Vicar. A small round and very ‘Jolly’ bloke 

who came over to say hello to this 6’3” gangly, long haired youth. I 

nearly left there and then! I didn’t. I stayed and sat at the back out of 

the way. The only thing I remember is that in his (very long) sermon, 

he said one thing that stuck in my mind. He said, it doesn’t matter 

who you are, or what you’ve done, or 

what you think of yourself. It doesn’t 

matter what other people think of 

you or if they like you or not, because 

whoever you are, God loves you. 

Two things struck me! 1. God           

obviously didn’t have very good taste 

if he loved ‘me’! and 2. If he does love 

me, what am I supposed to do about 

it! 

That second question was the start of an adventure that is still going 

on for me.  

It was a starting point of a journey that has led me to ‘here and now’. 

To the point where I have become more and more sure that God loves 

me for who I am, even when I mess up or try to ignore him. 

Maybe this summer you can take a bit of time to think about what I 

heard that Vicar say… whoever you are, wherever you have been, 

whatever you have done… God loves you! 

Have a great summer 

Tony Williams  Rector 
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July Prayers 
 
Lord as we look forward to summer holidays, children getting excited 
about school term ending and long days of playing ahead, help us all 
to enjoy life outdoors. 
Sitting in gardens or parks….woodland walks or just watching the 
birds through an open window, help us to hear your voice….teaching 
us to care for the environment, all your animals, birds and insects. 
Lord help us to care for our fellow human beings, especially our     
family and friends. We pray for this beautiful world and each other. 
Help us to find the light of love through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Teach me your ways, O Lord my God, 
And I will walk in your truth; 
Give me a totally undivided heart; 
Cleanse me, Lord, I pray; 
Remove from me all that is  
standing in the way of your love. 
                                    Eugene Greco 
 
God be with you 
 
May God be with you today, 
to surround you on all sides with his love. 
May Jesus be with you today, 
to accompany you wherever you go. 
May the Spirit be with you today, 
to fill you with love, joy and hope for the future. 
May Father, Son and Spirit be with you today, tomorrow and always. 
 
 
Behold, I am with you always. 
even to the end of the age. 
                              Matthew 28:20 
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How Admirable the Earth 
 
How admirable  
the cool-breathed earth! 
Earth of the slumbering liquid 
trees! 
Earth of departed sunsets! 
Earth of the mountains! 
Earth of the full moon tinged 
with blue! 
Earth of the limped grey of clouds! 
Far-swooping, elbow’d earth! 
Rich apple-blossomed earth! 
How reverence-waking 
the voluptuous earth! 
 
                           Walt Whitman 
 
When you can’t put your prayer into words, God 
hears your heart. 
 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him; so that you may overflow with the hope by the power of the   
Holy Spirit. 
                                 Romans 15: 13 
 
Life without faith is an arid business.           
 
   Attributed to Sir Noel Coward. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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August prayers 
 
Dear Jesus, help me to spread Your fragrance everywhere I go. 
Flood my soul with Your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess my whole being, so utterly, 
That my life may only be a radiance of Yours. 
Shine through me, and so be in me, 
That every soul I come in contact with may feel Your presence in my 
soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer me, but only Jesus! 
Stay with me, and then I shall begin to shine as You shine; 
So to shine as to be a light to others. 
                         John Henry Newman.  1801-90 
 
Lord, you know us and our needs before we do, help us to do your 
will and devote our lives to your needs. Give us the inspiration to 
speak the truth of your love. Lord, we thank you for that most       
precious gift of love you give to each and everyone of us. Amen. 
 
 
God of all wisdom, 
Help me to think before I speak, 
before I make rash promises. 
For you are in heaven and I am on earth, 
so I will say no more than I have to. 
Help me to realise that the more I talk, 
the more likely I am to say something foolish. 
So when I make a promise to you, O my God, 
help me to keep it as quickly as possible! 
                      Philip Law, from Ecclesiastes 5:2-4 
 
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord. 
                      Psalms 31-24 
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God to enfold you,                      God in your life, 
God to surround you,                  God in your lips, 
God in your speaking,                 God in your soul, 
God in your thinking.                   God in your heart. 
 
God in your sleeping,                  God in your suffering, 
God in your waking,                    God in your slumber, 
God in your watching,                 God in your ever-living soul, 
God in your hoping.                     God in your eternity. 
                    Adapted from the Carmina Gadelica 
 
The Father has put us into the world, 
Not to walk through it with lowered eyes, 
But to search for him through things, events, people. 
Everything must reveal God to us. 
                  Michel Quoist. 
 
In Thought—Faith 
In word—Truth 
In deed—Courage 
In life—Service 
 
Dominus Jesus sit lotus et esus. 
[ Let the Lord Jesus be food and drink.] 
       A grace by Martin Luther. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Carmina Gadelica is a collection of prayers, songs, blessings and rhymes collected 

by Alexander Carmichael in the late 1800’s.  Tasked with writing a short article on 

Hebridean land customs for a report to the Napier Commission of 1884, Carmi-

chael ended his report with a collection of the songs and rhymes he had heard 

during his research. This unorthodox contribution demonstrated the spiritual re-

finement and respectability of the crofters he had met. Later, the Gaelic Society in 

Glasgow asked Carmichael to extend his work and he published two volumes     

during his later years. A further four volumes have since been printed    
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Seek and ye shall find!! 

On looking around St Mary’s Church E.B. 

Richard Owen came across an old, some-

what tattered, book in the choir stalls– a 

Hymnal with a dedication to  

Lucy I. Machen  from C.E. Machen dated 

January 27th 1890 

He showed it to me and I opened it ran-

domly and discovered the following hymn 

written by a Horatius Bonar.  

The hymn is new to me, echoing the story 

of the Lost Sheep  (Math:18:10-14) but in 

words rather more charmingly consistent 

with a bygone age!!  I’m not sure this will 

become a top 10 hit for our regular con-

gregation but as the book has, presuma-

bly, been in the choir stalls for 132 years, it 

seemed only right that it should have it’s 

15 minutes of fame!! What other treas-

ures might we find if we take time to 

look?!! 

I was a wandering sheep,    

I did not love the fold; 

I did not love my Shepherd’s voice, 

I would not be controlled. 

I was a wayward child, 

I did not love my home; 

I did not love my Father’s voice, 

I loved afar to roam. 

 

 

 

They spoke in tender love, 

They raised my drooping head, 

They gently closed my bleeding 

wounds, 

My fainting soul they fed; 

They washed my filth away, 

They made me clean and fair; 

They brought me to my home in 

peace, 

The long sought wanderer. 

The Shepherd sought His sheep, 

The Father sought His child; 

They followed me o’er vale and hill, 

O’er deserts waste and wild; 

They found me nigh to death, 

Famished and faint and lone; 

They bound me with the bands of 

love, 

They saved the wand’ring one. 

Jesus my Shepherd is: 

’Twas He that loved my soul; 

’Twas He that washed me in His 

blood, 

’Twas He that made me whole. 

’Twas He that sought the lost, 

That found the wand’ring sheep, 

’Twas He that brought me to the 

fold, 

’Tis He that still doth keep. 

No more a wandering sheep, 

I love to be controlled; 

I love my tender Shepherd’s voice, 

I love the peaceful fold. 

No more a wayward child, 

I seek no more to roam; 

I love my heavenly Father’s voice, 

I love, I love His home! 

I was a wandering sheep  
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Farmyard Frolics & Rural Snippets 

 

Farming over the decades has always been the escape route for the 
government, i.e. B.S.E., climate change and now carbon footprint.  
Commodity Brokers are buying up prime quality farming land and 
out bidding neighbouring farms to enable them to grow trees so 
that airline companies,  supermarkets and such like enterprises can 
offset their carbon emissions.   

If this isn’t stopped then there will come a time when the outlook 
from the view point at Symonds Yat  will be just river and trees  not 
the beautiful patchwork landscape that is appreciated today. 

 

On the last day of the shoot I had  Daphs dog Chloe with me when 
she got the scent of something and ran off, which is not unusual for 
her, but despite blowing my whistle until I  was blue in the face, un-
fortunately she didn’t come back. We  discovered that she had been 
spooked by a wild boar. 

 With nine people looking for Chloe plus Daph arriving in panic 
mode,  we eventually found her still on our  farmland, safe and 
sound.  

I boldly said that I would buy everyone a drink up the pub. I thought 
the barman said £14 but when he asked me for £40 I  almost passed 
out as so used to Village Hall prices.  

After taking a ribbing and 
much laughter from my 
mates, they  suggested I 
get out more  - I don’t 
think so !! 
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English Bicknor WI News 

This year our June meeting fell on the first day of the Jubilee holiday, so we held 
a celebratory croquet and afternoon tea afternoon. The weather was lovely, and 
the committee had prepared a delicious tea, and everyone had a great time! 

Our Tuesday walks are going well and from time to time we are walking a little 
further afield – even into Wales! 

A large group of ladies thoroughly enjoyed the balm making session using bees-
wax and essential oils. 

We had a fun skittles match against Coalway ladies’ group and then a match 
against Hartpury WI – sadly we lost both matches! 

Walking netball continues to be great fun – our coach delivers an exciting ses-
sion no matter how many ladies attend. 

We have two theatre trips and a trip to the Superbloom and Tower of London to 
look forward to. 

 Meetings are held at 7pm on the first Thursday of the month at the village hall. 
For further details please contact Sue Yemm on 01594 860845  

Goodbye - and thank you 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to act as editor for the last few years.  Such 

a lot has happened - the move to colour and out-sourced printing, a series on 

green living, a series of pen-portraits,  work from children and much much more. 

Covid saw a move to online only but the magazine kept going: it was a joyful issue 

that made it back into print. 

This will be my last edition as editor as I move to the other side of the county this 

summer. It is s good time to hand over the editorship to the new incumbent.  

There is plenty still to do in providing a magazine for those who like the feel of 

paper or who find on-line  problematical.  

The support I have had, and the encouragement, have been wonderful. I thank all 

the contributors, all the  distributors and both PCCs for all that they do to ensure 

that this magazine reaches the people of the benefice.  

I  wish the next editor as  interesting, and happy,  a time as I have had. 

Judith x  
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ENGLISH BICKNOR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Trackway to Turnpike and Green Lanes – investi-
gating old roads 

Talk by Heather Hurley 
Meeting of 12 May 2022 

 

Heather has produced two old roads book: one on trackways 

and turnpikes and one on green lanes; they cover mostly Her-

efordshire, with some in Gloucestershire but, she found lots 

of lovely local examples to enthrall us. 

 

We began with some photos to help us recognise trackways in the landscape.  

Turnpike roads always twist and turn on rises to give an easier gradiant  for the 

horse.  Green lanes have no legal definition, they are unpaved, normally hedged 

and often sunken due to wear and tear over the centuries.  Heather has been 

working (successfully) to open up the green lane that crosses the river at 

Goodrich and then up to Walford. 

 

There are different categories of old roads, such as ridgeways – supposedly the 

earliest old road which are up on high land to avoid the wet and mud. An exam-

ple is Cefn Road at Michaelchurch Escley.  There are old Roman roads and  hol-

loways such as at Lydbrook (Probart’s Barn Lane leading up to Eastbach).  Anoth-

er sunken way is the very narrow Packhorse Trail from Lower Redbrook to Upper 

Redbrook. 

 

- Pyne’s 1803/4 image of a packhorse carrying lime.  They also carried 

coal, wine etc. 

 

There are also the roads used to carry the dead to the nearest church.  There was 

no minister in Coleford until 1880 so the Burial Path from Coleford to Newland 

was used (and is a great walk today).  There are also corpseways such as Bierless 

Lane at Hentland Church near Ross – this was for those who could not be buried 

in the churchyard (mainly suicides and murderers) and the coffin had to be car-

ried by hand.  Corpsecross Road in Ross also refers to this. 
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Drove roads were normally relatively wide, and as they were for driving animals 

along, they generally had grass verges and access to water.  There are also industri-

al routes, such as for lime around Symonds Yat.  Saltways are referred to – at 

Hartpury in the 13th century tenants had to deliver salt from Droitwich every year 

as part of their rent.  There were also beer trails such as Rhiw Lane at Llanthony 

along which beer was delivered to the Priory. 

 

Abandoned roads can be recognised from early maps.  The deep holloway near 

Whitchurch was replaced as the main route by the new turnpike in the 1820s.  

Turnpikes began as experiments in the 17th century as the roads were in such a 

poor state.  Tolls were charged and the money used to repair the roads.  Acts of 

Parliament created them, such as the 1726 Gloucester to Hereford Road Act.  In 

the 1830s Thomas Telford made a lot of alterations to this road (now the A40).  By 

the 1749 Act the turnpike roads around Ross had grown to eleven, and the system 

was gradually expanding across the country.  They had to put in milestones or mile-

posts, many of which are now listed.  Toll houses or turnpikes (a barrier across the 

road – named as the looked like the pikes used for fighting, but could be turned) 

were at most big cross roads.  Toll charges depended on the number of people, the 

animal pulling the vehicle, reason for travel (mail and going to church were free), 

width of wheels etc. 

 

Stage wagons pulled by a team of horses to carry goods travelled at around 1-

2mph; the mail coaches in the 1840s travelled at around 7-8mph but the horses 

only lasted 3-4 years.  Inns all along turnpike roads served travellers and provided 

stabling; the Royal Hotel at Ross was build specifically to house those taking the 

Wye tour. 

 

Heather’s next book is: Horse Drawn Tramways of the Wye Valley.  We hope she 

will be speaking on this to us next year. 

 

Chair: Claire Scales info@rocklodge.co.uk  01600 773220 

mailto:info@rocklodge.co.uk
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ENGLISH BICKNOR LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

With Dr Ray Wilson 
- Honorary Secretary of the Gloucestershire Society 

of Industrial Archaeologists 

Thursday 14
th
 July 

7.30pm, English Bicknor Village Hall 

Entry: £3, FREE for EBLHG members – join on the 

door 

Contact: Claire Scales  info@rocklodge.co.uk  01600 

773220 

mailto:info@rocklodge.co.uk
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English Bicknor 

 

Summer Fete 

 

 

at 2pm 

 

Raffle 

 

Monmouth 

 

Training Band 

 

BBQ 

 

July 9th  
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   English Bicknor  

       Summer 

Fete 

          July 9th 2022  

Cake Decorating  

Competition  

in a “Jubilee theme” 

Adults 

Decorate a Sponge Cake 

Children 

Decorate 3 Cup Cakes 
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English Bicknor Summer Fete 

            July  9th 

Plants &            

Vegetables.  

 Exhibition            

& Judging  

  

All entries to 

the Village Hall  

by 1pm on the 

day 

Are you interested in an afternoon of fun and games? 

Held at the Baptist Chapel Newland Street Coleford 

1st Tuesday of the month – gentle indoor games 

                          2nd Tuesday of the month – memory café  

3rd Tuesday of the month – gentle indoor games 

Each session from 2.30pm- 4pm 

Tea and cakes at every session! 

Everyone welcome  
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The Summer Quiz  answers on p 32 

1. According to the UK Met Office on what day does Summer officially begin? 

2. At which of her residencies does The Queen traditionally spend the summer months? 

3. Which single of 1977 gave Donna Summer her first UK number 1 hit? 

4. In which European country is the First Day of Summer celebrated as a public holiday on 

the first Thursday after 18th April each year? 

5. According to the nursery rhyme, what did the Queen of Hearts make                                

"all on a summer's day"? 

6. According to the lyrics of the song "Summer of '69", what did Bryan Adams buy at the 

five and dime? 

7. When does British Summer Time begin each year? 

8. Which Irish poet wrote "The Last Rose of Summer" in 1805? 

9. What instrument is American Jazz musician Mark Summer famous for playing? 

10. In the film "Summer Holiday" in what did Cliff Richard and the Shadows travel to 

Greece? 

11. The first Olympics of the modern era were held in Athens in the summer of which year? 

12. Selling over 30 million copies and spending seven weeks as the UK number one single, 

what was the title of Mungo Jerry's 1970 debut single? 

13. Esther Summerson is the heroine and narrator of which Charles Dickens' novel? 

14. Who was the guitarist with the British rock trio The Police? 

15. Released as a movie starring Elizabeth Taylor and Montgomery Clift in 1959, who wrote 

the play "Suddenly Last Summer"? 

16. Similar to Hibernation, what name is given to the state of animal dormancy that takes 

places in the summer? 

17. On the Summer Solstice in the Northern hemisphere the Sun at noon is directly over 

which circle of latitude? 

18. From which country do the boy band 5 Seconds of Summer originate? 

19. Between which years did Britain have Double Summer Time? 

20. Which American Public Holiday celebrated in September is often referred to as "the 

unofficial end of summer"? 
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Berry Hill Primary School had a fabulous day celebrating the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee with a lunchtime tea-party enjoyed by the whole 
school on the playground on the last day of term.  
 
Children made their own crowns to wear, and decorated their own 
lunchbags with red/white and blue to match their non-uniform red, 
white and blue outfits. 
 
'It was the best day ever' one of our youngest learners said, especially 
when the ice-cream van came!  Huge thanks to our Friends PTA for 
their generous donations of icecreams for all!   

 

Berry Hill Primary School celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee 
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Jubilee celebrations at English Bicknor 

Thursday night Beacon at Whitehouse Barn 

Friday Picnics and Rounders on the Playing Fields  

Sunday  BBQ at Bicknor Cottage 
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Christchurch held and indoor street party 

Singing the second verse of Daisy, Daisy 
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Flowers for the Queen’s Jubilee 
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Buckingham Palace issues 70 facts for the Queen's 70-

year reign : here is a selection.  
1. On September 9 2015, the Queen    

became the longest reigning   monarch in 

British history, surpassing the reign of 

her great-great-grandmother            

Queen Victoria.                                              

In a speech given on the historic day dur-

ing an engagement in the Scottish Bor-

ders, the Queen said: “Inevitably a long 

life can pass by many milestones, my 

own is no exception, but I thank you all 

and the many   others at home and overseas for your touching messages 

2.The Queen has carried out more than 21,000 engagements over the 

course of her reign.                                                                                                

3. She has hosted 112 incoming state visits to the United Kingdom,           

including Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia (1954), Emperor Hirohito of 

Japan (1971), President Lech Walesa of Poland (1991) and President 

Barack Obama of the US (2011)                                                                         

4. The Queen is currently patron of more than 500 organisations,          

including: more than 70 education and training organisations; over 60 

sports and recreational organisation; over 30 faith organisations; and 

over 40 arts and cultural organisations. 

5.  The Queen has sent over 300,000 congratulatory cards to people         

celebrating their 100th birthdays, and over 900,000 messages to couples 

marking their Diamond (60th) Wedding Anniversaries. 

6. The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh celebrated their Platinum Wed-

ding Anniversary in 2017, the first time a reigning monarch had done so. 

https://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/education/
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7.  The Queen holds the title 

‘Defender of the Faith and Su-

preme Governor of the Church 

of England’. 

These titles date back to the 

reign of King Henry VIII, who was 

initially granted the title Defend-

er of the Faith in 1521, by Pope 

Leo X. 

8. The Queen is a committed Christian and churchgoer and has often spo-

ken of her faith in her speeches and broadcasts. “For me, the life of Jesus 

Christ, the Prince of Peace, whose birth we celebrate today, is an inspira-

tion and an anchor in my life, ” she said in her 2014 Christmas            

Broadcast.    “A role model of reconciliation and forgiveness, he stretched 

out his hands in love, acceptance and healing. 

9. The Queen introduced the Elizabeth Cross in 

2009.  It was the first medal to which she had put 

her name.                                                                                                                  

The award was instituted to give special recognition 

to the families of those who have died on military 

operations or as a result of terrorism since 1948.  

On announcing the Cross, she said: “This seems to me a right and        

proper way of showing our enduring debt to those who are killed while 

actively protecting what is most dear to us all.” 

And lastly, Passports and Driving Licences are issued in the name of The Queen.  

She is, therefore, the only person who, legally, does not need one.  
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Confused.  

Recently, I raised the question in the magazine as to why we are all 

paying a higher daily rate for the privilege of having a meter for our 

gas and electricity. There seemed to be little reason, as the price 

rises are due to oil and gas wholesale prices rising, not for connec-

tion or the “rent” of a meter or connection to the grid. However, 

the plot thickens. 

I get my electricity through Shell Energy, as do over 1million other 

households, I believe.  Now, whilst watching television the other 

night the adverts came on, interrupting a rather good program, and 

I was dismayed, nay, incensed when I saw a boastful advert by none 

other than Shell Energy obviously trying to attract more business by 

being seen to be greener than green. They said that over 1 million 

households were enjoying 100% renewable energy from Shell       

Energy.  Fantastic, I thought, at last a company not using gas or oil. 

BUT, then I thought, “Hang on, I am paying extortionately high bills 

for my electricity, due, we were told, to the rise in the price of oil 

and gas.” 

If Shell energy is supplying 100% of its electricity from renewable 

sources, why the high price? So the high energy prices are not down 

to the hike in oil and gas prices, or are Shell Energy jumping on the 

bandwagon, and just matching everyone else who is charging vast 

tariffs.  

I think Shell Energy may have scored an own goal with their proud 

announcement. It may be renewable energy, but it’s no cheaper 

than anyone else.   WHY NOT? 

I don’t believe it!!!      The GOM  
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I have a t-shirt which reads  "I'm from Cornwall  - What's your Super 

power?" and another which reads "I don't need therapy I just need to 

go to CORNWALL"   From this you have probably guessed that I am from 

that County (Born and Bred!) and despite having lived in the Forest of 

Dean for 30+years still call Cornwall Home.  I have to return at least once a 

year to dip my toes in the sand and sea , have a "proper" Cornish pasty 

and Kellys Ice Cream from a van by the beach.   

I grew up in a small village just outside St. Austell and 5 miles from the sea 

(my parents said I could swim before I could walk and I certainly cannot 

remember a time when I wasn't at my happiest in the sea). I walked my 

dog around the grounds and woods of what is now the Wheal Martyn Clay 

Works Museum and practiced hitting a tennis ball against the walls of the 

clay drys, I rode my pony around the clay trails and the site which is now 

the Eden Project ( one of my best friends from those days still lives on a 

farm by the Eden Project) we rode to the beach and galloped over the 

sand, rode to many local gymkhanas and won just a few rosettes !  

My maternal grandmother was a proud  Cornish woman, she was a Cor-

nish Bard and could speak Cornish, she would dress in her blue robes and 

attend the annual Cornish Gorseth.  My grandfather was a sea captain so 

away from home a lot(he passed away before I was born) and she was 

definitely the head of the family when I was growing up. When she gave up 

her home she would spend the summer months living with us and the win-

ter with my Aunt and Uncle and cousins living in Looe.  They had a big 

guest house at Hannafore, which looked out onto Looe Island and had lots 

of B&B visitors in the summer.  I loved going to stay with them to be able to 

just walk out of the door, cross the road and be down on the beach. Christ-

mas there was also an occasion with the house full of friends and family on 

Christmas morning and a large turkey for lunch, which Uncle Gerald had to 

carve at the table, followed by the Queens speech...we had to stand for the 

National Anthem ! and then we would open presents.  My other Aunt and 

Uncle lived in St. Austell in a house which overlooked the local park so you 

could climb over their garden wall and be in the park.   
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When I was a teenager I spent quite a lot of time staying with Auntie Jen (my 

uncle died in his early 50s) as the guys who I went out with lived nearby and 

we would all go to the local pub, the Duke of Cornwall, to play darts or shove 

ha'penny. We could walk into town, go to the cinema and also walk to the 

beach, we helped with the local Church youth group and went camping with 

the local scouts, several of the lads had cars and we could go further away 

for rugby matches and the North coast beaches.  I helped my aunt with make

-up at the St. Austell Amateur Dramatics Society productions which were 

mainly musicals like  The Pirates of Penzance (!), Oklahoma, South Pacific 

and The Sound of Music.  She had been widowed for several years when 

she re-married to 'Uncle' Charlie and moved to Mexico City to live.  They had 

met during the war when he was evacuated to live with my grandmother and 

although he returned to Mexico and they both married they kept in touch over 

the years and when his wife passed away he returned to Cornwall and very 

quickly they were reunited and married. Sadly he passed away after a very 

short battle with cancer and, although his family wanted her to stay, she re-

turned to St. Austell but was never very happy again. 

My parents were both teachers, Dad the headmaster of a county primary 

school near Bodmin and my mum was mainly a needlework teacher, part 

time at school and evening classes at the local college...but that's a story for 

another time .... 

Su H. 
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Friends of Christchurch     Coffee Mornings 

Friends of Christchurch  are delighted to reopen the                          
Saturday Coffee Morning. If you are new to the area or just haven't 
had a chance to come along , then a warm welcome as well as   Fair 

Trade tea and coffee and excellent homemade cakes await you.  

The next two coffee mornings will be on  

July 15th  and August 20th  from 10-12 Noon  

1. 1st June.  

2. Balmoral. 

3. Feel Love". 

4. Iceland. 

5. Some tarts. 

6. His first real six string (Guitar). 

7. Last Sunday in March. 

8. Thomas Moore. 

9. Cello. 

10. London Bus. 

11. 1896 

12. In The Summertime". 

13. Bleak House. 

14. Andy Summers. 

15. Tennessee Williams. 

16. (A) Estivation. 

17. Tropic of Cancer. 

18. Australia. 

19. 1941-1945. 

20. Labor Day. 

Answers to Summer Quiz. 

Oxymorons: or I know what you mean………….but………… 

Assistant supervisor ; new traditions ; original copy ;  plastic glass;  

uninvited guest;  live recording;   dry lake ;  standard options;                                      

authentic reproduction; partial cease-fire;  true replica;               

(and my favourite) limited lifetime guarantee. 
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Thursday Mornings 9 - 11.30 am  

(Doors open at 9 to allow anyone dropping older 

siblings at school to come straight to  

Play Morning.)  
 

As we are unable to practise strict social distancing at Play Mornings, 
we are limiting the numbers attending. Please email 

playatcc@gmail .com or phone Barbara 837270 To check whether    
places are available. 

For more information contact: 

Barbara: 01594 837270 

email: playatcc@gmail.com 

Facebook: @PlayMorningsatChristchurch 

Play Mornings 

at Christchurch 
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Acorns Preschool 
 

New provision at Berry Hill Primary School 
  

 

  

New teacher-led Acorns preschool. 
Integrated with our Reception Class to provide 

althrough, high quality Early-Years experience for 
children aged 3-5 years. 

Flexible sessions Monday to Friday during term-time: 
3 hour morning session: 8.45-11.45am (£12) 
3 hour afternoon session: 12.15-3.15pm (£12) 
Option to stay for lunch:  11.45-12.15pm                     

(£2, nutritious healthy meals cooked fresh on 
site, or bring packed lunch). 

Glos CC funding accepted, employer vouchers accepted. 
Before or after school provision is a possibility through 

our Buddies Club – please ask if you would be inter-
ested in this. 

 

  #Acorns-to-Oak 
Join us as an Acorn in our preschool 
 leave us as an Oak in Year 6 
 Contact 01594 832262 /                            
admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk  for more info or 
to book places for September. 

  

mailto:admin@berryhill.gloucs.sch.uk
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Looking for a nursery? 

Greenwoods Nursery at English Bicknor is the new    

nursery situated in the grounds of English Bicknor          

Primary school. 

It is the small site linked to the well-regarded Greenwoods Nursery 

in Coalway. Nursery and school staff work closely together which 

promotes a smooth transition into school. Both are tucked away 

from the main road in a stunning, calming and safe environment. 

Access is through the school or via the churchyard, with secure gates 

on both entrances. Parking is available on the main road. 

We currently have places in both nursery and school. If you would 

like to look around, please arrange a visit through the school office 

01594 860367. 

Please visit the school and nursery websites to find more                 

information. 

www.englishbicknor.gloucs.sch.uk 

www.greenwoodsnursery.co.uk/greenwoods-at-english-bicknor 

Random thoughts for the summer 

 I'd grow my own food if only I could find bacon seeds. 

 

Some people are like clouds, once they disappear it's a beautiful day. 

 

Some people you're glad to see coming; other people you're glad to see 

going. 

http://www.englishbicknor.gloucs.sch.uk
http://www.greenwoodsnursery.co.uk/greenwoods-at-english-bicknor
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Wheelchair friendly attractions,  

sites and walks  

in the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley 

This list was compiled in early 2022 and does not attempt to be               
comprehensive. Many attractions say that they are accessible on their 
websites but this often means only that there is an accessible toilet, so on-
ly those that advertise more are included here.  Further information can be 
found at the Tourist Information Centre in Coleford.  

Walking/nature 

Cannop Ponds 

Forestry England site. Level walks around the ponds. Car park. 

Cyril Hart Aboretum 

Forestry England site. Established in 1915 with trees brought back by the   
Victorian plant hunter Ernest Wilson from his 1910 explorations of Chi-
na, The Cyril Hart Arboretum is home to over 200 tree species. Level paved 
walks, free car park. Tramper hire available from Speech House Hotel near-
by. Some gravelled paths out the other side of the Arboretum down to-
wards Speech House Lake and Spruce Ride. 

Family cycle trail 

A surfaced, 11 mile circular route through the Forest, designed for cyclists. 
Walk clockwise to accommodate steeper slopes. Access at Pedalabikeaway 
or at various points along the trail.  

Mallards Pike lake and path 

Forestry England site. Car park,  toilets, picnic area, cafe all accessible. Lev-
el walk round the lake.  

Nagshead 

RSPB site. Car park, visitor centre, toilets and some hides are accessible 
(not open all year round). Some waymarked trails may have uneven surfac-
es. Some swing gates. Some gentle slopes. 
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Attractions 

Dean Forest Railway 

Journey through the Forest of Dean from Lydney to Parkend on a steam 
train or heritage diesel train service. Free parking, cafeteria, museum and 
gift shop at Norchard Station. Accessible toilets, wheelchairs available. 

Dean Heritage Centre and Soudley Ponds 

Museum, heritage centre, cafe and nature trail. There is wheelchair access 
to the entrance area and shop, Galleries 1,2, 3 and 5, the Victorian School 
room, the Coffee Shop and the footpath through the wooded area includ-
ing the Gruffalo trail. There is a disabled toilet in the museum and in the 
Coffee Shop. A gradually sloping wide ramp connects the ground floor to 
the second floor. Disabled parking spaces. 

Soudley Ponds are next to the centre. Some paths around the ponds are 
accessible. 

Hart's Barn cookery school, Longhope 

Fully wheelchair accessible with ramps, wide doors and accessible toilets. 
Can accommodate wheelchair users at cookery classes. 

Perrygrove railway 

Steam trains and nature trails near Coleford. Space for two wheelchairs on 
trains. Some paths unsuitable as steep and uneven. 

Taurus Crafts and cafe 

Craft shops and cafe. Large level car park 

Walking with Wheels Off-Road Trampers in the Forest of Dean and Wye 
Valley 

If you have limited mobility, you might like to consider hiring an off-road 
mobility scooter whilst in the area to allow you to explore the Forest of 
Dean and Wye Valley at your leisure and to be able to join friends and fami-
ly on some of our great walks without missing out.  The Tramper' is an all-
terrain mobility scooter to help people with limited mobility access the out-
doors and available in the Forest of Dean as part of the Walking with 
Wheels project. You can currently hire one at two key locations, both of 
which have one Tramper: Forest Holidays, Berry Hill near Coleford, or the 
Speech House Hotel in the heart of the Forest. 
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From the  Diocese 

The Messenger can be accessed on line via the  website 

www.gloucester.anglican.org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Everybody tells me everything 

I find it very difficult to enthuse 

Over the current news. 

Just when you think the that at least the outlook is so black  that it can 

grow no blacker, it worsens 

And that is why I do not like the news, because there has never been an 

year when so many things were going right for so many of the wrong      

people. 

Ogden Nash -  

And another random thought……………………….. 

 

Common sense is not a gift. It's a punishment!! 

Because now you have to deal with those who don't have it. 
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Play Mornings at  

Christchurch. 

For parents and toddlers. A warm wel-

come, soft play, activities, songs, re-

freshments and chat. 

A totally relaxed morning for families in 

term time. 

Email Barbara at: playatcc@gmail.com 

Coffee and Communion 

English Bicknor Village Hall 

11.00am each Thursday. 

A short and welcoming  communion service followed by coffee and chat in our 

easily accessible hall with plenty of parking. 

BELL RINGERS 

If you are a Ringer, or fancy learning 

this new skill, the team are always wel-

coming. Rehearsals each Wednesday 

evening and ringing every 1st and 3rd 

Sunday mornings. 

Contact John Furnival:   01594 541566  

email: ourjohnnyf@aol.com 

Just a few regular activities  

Help Wanted: 

Sally is looking for cleaners to join the rota at Christchurch. Please 

call her on  07788840173 

The Flower Team at Christchurch is aways looking for new       

members. Please call Judith on 07708633089 if you would like to 

join us. Thank you 

mailto:playatcc@gmail.com
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St Mary English Bicknor 

9.30am Sunday 

Book of Common prayer  

Mattins or Communion. 

Our beautiful ancient Parish 

Church is open for private prayer 

through the week 

Evensong and Songs of Praise 

at Christchurch 

6.00 Sunday evening. 

Christchurch Parish 

Church. 

11.00am 

Contemporary worship 

Followed by coffee. 

A relaxed and welcoming place 

Special services through the year; 

December is packed with a variety of Christmas celebrations: 

Lent and Easter are times of reflection  and celebration and special events take 

place. Details for some of these will be in next months magazine. 

Open Air Songs of Praise’ takes place each summer and is a real Big Family sing 

song! 

Details fo all events can be found in the magazine or on line at 

www.christchurch.org.uk 

(And don’t forget that Sunday service is available on YouTube) 

Some of our services 
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Donations can be dropped off at the following places 
 

Co-ops in Lydney and Coleford 
Lidl in Coleford 

Eskimart in Coleway 
Vale Butchers in Drybrook 

Kevin’s Butchers in Mitcheldean 
Post Office in Ruardean 

The Main Place in Coleford 
Town Council Offices in Coleford. 

 
Thank you everyone: your donations are much  appreciated 

THE FOREST FOODBANK 

THE FOREST FOODBANK IS OPEN, WE 
ARE HERE FOR YOU 

Also; >  

I came. I saw. I forgot what I was doing. Retraced my steps. Got lost 

on the way back. 

Now I have no idea what's going on! 

 

 If you can't think of a word, say: "I forgot the English word for it." 

That way people will think you're bilingual instead of an idiot. 

 

I'm at a place in my life where errands are starting to count as going 

out=  
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The Gloucestershire Wellbeing Trust 

A support service in times of difficulty 

If you would like to talk to someone in confidence please contact the Community 

Wellbeing Service at Forest of Dean District   Council on 01594 812447 or 01594 

812399.  

English Bicknor Chit Chat 

The Facebook page contains information about the village and local events. If you 

are not a Facebook user and would like anything added then please email          

Daphne@drysladefarm.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Police  
Find out about local police activity  and link in to the various ways you can find sup-
port and information by going online to 
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/neighbourhood-policing/forest-of-dean/ 

Barnwood Trust 

Information and help applying for grants from the trust is available from the Forest 

of Dean Office on 01594 839191 

Or visit www.barnwoodtrust.org 

If you run a community organisation and would like the details published in 

the magazine on this page, please contact Judith  on 01594 781436 

Christchurch and English Bicknor churches website 

www.christchurchfod.org.uk 

Community Contacts 

VICTIM SUPPORT:  4 Lords Hill, Coleford GL16 :  01594 810190  

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x103158814&id=YN1029x103158814&q=Victim+Support&name=Victim+Support&cp=51.793697357177734%7e-2.6162171363830566&ppois=51.793697357177734_-2.6162171363830566_Victim+Support
tel:01594810190
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Rector: Revd. Capt. Tony Williams, CA  

Christchurch Vicarage   Ross Road    Christchurch    Coleford    GL16 7NS   

01594 836751    revtonyw@hotmail.com  

Ministry Team 

Joan Atherley, Sue Boulter, Sandie Bradley, Maggie Walters,                        

Rev Helen Rodwell , Carol Turley  Glenda White-Miller (Reader) ,              

Sally Whittington ,  Rev Tony Williams,  Linda James 

Safeguarding  Pam Iddiols and Andy Iddiols     01594 834598                                                                                

Or email:   pamela-spoooner@sky.com 

Christchurch     

Church Wardens:     David Fudge                     01594  726144 

                                    Carol Turley                     01594  837207 

PCC Secretary            Vacancy 

Treasurer                    Barbara  Davies               01594  837270  

English Bicknor 

Church Wardens ;    Jennie McHattie               01594 834855 

                                    Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

PCC secretary           Jan Furnival                       01594 541566 

Treasurer                  John Furnival                    01594 541566 

—————————————————————–—————————--                                                       

Magazine editor          Vacancy 

Magazine Treasurer      Jeff Carrick                       01594 860936 

Benefice Website  www.christchurchfod.org.uk  

Who is Who in the Benefice 
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Look After Your Feet 

AND THEY ’LL LOOK AFTER YOU 

Foot Care Service that brings the clinic to you 

Patricia Stott  MCFHP MAFHP     Home Visits Tel: 01594 860606 

Registered member of the Professionals British Association of Foot Health 

S. Hall 

Garden—Agricultural—Forestry Equipment 

SPARES and REPAIRS    Welding and Fabrication work undertaken 

FERNDALE MARSH LANE ELWOOD COLEFORD GL16 7NA 

Tel: 01594 833063  Email forestdrift@outlook.com 

 
SELF-CATERING APARTMENTS for 2 

 

Two nights min.  Start any day.  Long lets.  Pet Friendly.   

Great views, easy walk to The New Inn, Forest at your door 

 

Claire & Darren Scales 

Hillersland, Coleford GL16 7NY 

01600 773220  info@rocklodge.co.uk  www.rocklodge.co.uk 

 

General Builders 

Specialists in Wet Rooms and associated Disabled Works 

Woodside, Bromley Road, Ellwood, Coleford GL16 7LZ 

Call Dean on 01594832384 

mailto:info@rocklodge.co.uk
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PRACTICAL HELP FOR THOSE IN NEED 

We provide the following services within 

most areas of  the  Forest of  Dean 

Community Transport and Outings  

Lunch clubs at English Bicknor 

(Tuesday) and The Pludds 

(Friday)  

Art Club at  

                         Pludds Village Hall 

Benefit Advice 

Signposting: if  we can’t help we know 

who can 

All our services are run by volunteers. 

For more information about any of our services, or 

to volunteer (you will be very welcome!) please 

call our office on 01594 860143 
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Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, 
Lutons with tail-lift, tipper trucks,                                   
9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

Small, Medium and Large Vans/Cars, Lutons with  
tail lift, 9, 12 and 17 seat Minibuses 

 
We are European Vehicle Hire and long term hire  spe-

cialists 
 

 

Call Richard or Gareth for advice and to make a res-

ervation on 

01594 833517 


